December 10, 1971
P, J. Solon

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ASBESTOS INFORMATION BODIES
NOVEMBER 24-25, 1971
LONDON
I. INTRODUCTION
Three documents accompanied this report, and are vital to its
content: _
A. A copy of the program.of the Conference, which i&.ntifies
individual speakers;{
B. A-list of dnlogatasﬁ;i;aeat at the Conference and the
specific name of the Information Body to which each beloﬁés.
C. The summaries of papers Presented at the Conference, as
they were available at the end of the Conferencs.

This repgrt;tne:utorc, will not repeat information that is in
attachment C and will identify individuals ocnly by thei: last name
and tho country from which they come.

Thirty-five delegates represented eleven Asbestos Informatien

Bodies at this COnferahcc. A complate summary of the Confarenc

will be mailed to each delegate by the AIC-UK ’ . _.e future.
II. Medical Aspects - Doctor W. J. Smither
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Dr. Smither gave an excellent cne-hour presentation on the
Asbestos Health subject. He used slides and presented the
information in such a way that it .ng both understandable
and not at all hbring to liymn. Dr. Smither is a goed
speaker and, in my opinion, would make an exéellent witness
at Public Hearings, etc. His ability to sum up this complex

subject in a reasconably short time is unusual.

Among the highlights of his presentation were the fact that
he agrees that Dr. Newhouse's study of the factory near Londen
confirms the Selikoff Study of the Patterson, New Jersey Plant
in that there can be a high death rate from very hiﬂ levels
of exposure- over a short: period of time (two years or less)

among occupaticnally exposed individuals.
R ————— T

Dr. Smither believes that Mesothalioma has a long latent pericd
which he places at in excess of twenty vears. He feeis, however,
that the actual exposure to dust may be for a relatively _s'p_gx;s
time and possibly small doses (still far greater than the ex-
posurass to h_rhich the general public might be subjectad). He
holds to the theory that Crocidolite is much more likely to
produce Me sothelioma than other types of ubesto_s. He belisves
that most MEsothelioma cases are contracted while the vietim
,ia in his &uth. because the lungs are more susceptible then
to being penetrated deeply by the thin, straight fibers of
Crocidolite and this enables the fibers to get into the pleura.
He also believes that there is some .o_t_has cause, in addition to

asbea_tcs for M esothelicma.
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Dr. Smither quoted from Dr. Gilson (Cardiff, Wales) to the
effect that the likelihood of death from occupational

exposure to asbestos, even in the past, has been far less

less likely than among coal miners and among the general

public who smoke twenty or more cigarettes a day.

Dr. Smither believes and is willing to state flatly that the

amount of asbestos in ghe ambient air has no effect whataocvar

on health. He has the same feelings regarding asbestos in

water, besr, etec,

Current and Prospective Rnég;ationa

A. United Kingdon - Alec Cross

Rsvicw.h the factory regulations which have been in effect

since May 1970. Among other things they providas that employees
mgst net frust:gte measures to protect them. Employees

must wear wﬁ:k clothes that are provided by the company and
these must be left at the work place. The regulations on

Crocidolite are ten times as ssvere as on other types.

The Royal Navy has not banned asbestos (as we had heard) but
has listed a number of non~dusty products in which asbestos
may be used.

St;v. Holmes
Raviewed the details of the Britigh Factory Regulations,
with which we are famiiiar. |

e e

et
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Significantly, the member companies of the AIC-UK give free

dust counts aﬁd engineering advice to their
a part of the cost of doing business. They

these services!

B. Heolland - A. R. Kolffvan Oosterwi ik

Customers as

do not charge for

A semi-government research committee has been set up to study

the epidemiclogical relationship between asbestos and

Nescthelioma. This is the result of Dr. Stumphius' work and

publicity. The study will include asbestos dust in the ambient

air, emissions from auto brake linings and the development of

. reliable measurement devices for asbestos in the ambient air.

Some unions are seeking ;§ ban all asbhestos insulation in

Holland and are trying tdfincludn this ban in their union

contracts. Asbestos cemeant pfoducts are not under fire, as yet.

—
e ——

C. Belgium - Dr, J. Lepoutre

There are no regulations specifically covering asbestos but

there are general factory regqulations in Belgium which may

apply. The Common. Market is studying the possibility of
regulations that would affect all of its members. They may

well adopt the UK Regulations, in view of the impending entry

of Britain into the Common Market.

Do Gem! - G- C. s@dt

There are no regulations on aibestos. pe:’se, but the factory

inspectorate has jurisdiction and will have regulations on

asbestos by 1972. There ars heavy insurance penalties on

asbestos factories (equivalent to our Workmen's Compensation).
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The Germans use a different measurement tachnique for

occupational exposure to asbestos than we do.

It is the

old particle technique that was abandoned by the u. s,

in favor of fibers, There is quite a problem of lack of

standardization of measurement technigues between the varicus

- countries in Europe.

There are {wo German Asbestos Information Bodies, one

representing the Asbestos Cement Indust#y and one representing

the rest of the industry. Until recently they have not gotten

along too well. The Confarence seemed to draw them together:

.- For instance, Mr. Schmidt spoke for both groups. The Asbestos

Cement people seem to be more inclined towards the "lat sleeping

dogs lie® philosophy whil‘:the others know that they ar~ already

under fire, -

E. PFPrance - RobertJoin

The French use yet a thiéd system of air sampling

(neither like UK or Us). Mr. Join has been quite active in

collecting clippings and information about this subject but his

information association, thus far, has tendéd to remain on the

defansive.

At one point, in answer to a question, Mr. Join said that soma

measuremants of total dust (not just asbestos) in French

Asbestos-Processing Plan_. can as high as 300,000 particles per

liter!
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F. Scandinavia = A. Palomaki (Finland)

Mr. Palomaki reported for the four small, separate Asbestos

Information Groups representing Finland, .Sweden, Norway and

Denmark. Primariiy they are Asbestos Cement people altheugh

Insulation pecple are included also. He gave an interesting

slide talk and is quite conversant with the situation in the

United States. Interestinély, Finland, alone of the European
countries, has chosen to adopt U. S. standards rather than

copy the British.

The Finnish Government has not been agressive of late, but

unions have been pushing for controls.

G. Italy - A. Calamandrei

Mr. Calamandrei :apresenés an individual company, rather than
an Asbestos Info:mation'ﬁoayt although they are in the process
of forming the latter. Asbestos is considersd officially as
a hazardous occupational substance. However, the Governmant
pays very l1ittle attention to it and industry is in no hurry
to call it to their attention.

Union pressure are handled very simply. The union contracts
provide that every worker in an asbestos plant gnot just those
who handle asbestos) gets premium "hazard” pay of about $22.50

per menth. Employers also have to pay for special health
insurance for asbestﬁs workers. This averages about 4% of their

wages.

e et
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Mr. Calamandrei indicated that dust counts in Italy are at
least as high as those reported in France. He stated that
between 15 and 20% of the emplovees in his plant had contracted

some degree of ashestosis!

Incidentally, Mr. Calamandrei is the cne who made the cloth
that was imported intoc the United States for the "infamous"

coats. He greatly regrets having lost this business!

H., = United States - W, P. Raines

I followed the outline in attachment C, s0 I will not add to
that. During the questicn and answer period, however, great
interest was shown in the pending ban en brake linings in
Illinois; on the Water Péilution Act and the effect it might
have on pipe; and, most tntensely, upon the proposed reduction
of our occupational PLV fron 12 fibers to 5 fibers. The
British, in particular, were absolutely horrified at this de-

velopment and at the fact that we were not going to put up

a desperate, all out fight against it. This will be commented

A.

uponr at the end of this report. Part of the problem is a
difference in interpretation and measurement of numerical

standards between our two coﬁntrias.

{=— Tea Break =--)
Attacks and Defanses

United States - W, P. Raines

Again, I st~ to the outline. At the vezy conclusion of
my talk, a Telex from Matt Swetonic was delivered, informing

me of our victory in Illinois.. I read it to the audience and

it was a great ending to the speech! There was considerable

-

o192l 3-A
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relief that this first attempt to impose a ban on asbestos-

containing brake linings had baen defeated,

During the guestion and answer period, there was expressed
by the British, in particular, the fact that we need in

the United States a meaical spokesman to counter Dr. Selikoff
at Press Conferences, Medical Meetings, etc. I restrained my
reply to the understatemsnt that we at Johns-Manville and,
subsequently the AIA, have recognizcd.this need for at least
six years but have thus far been unable to £ind the qualified
individual who is willing to do the job.

The question arose as to.what the ALA and AIC-UK are spending

l on their information programs. -The British gave their figﬁ:ns

so I also gave our 1971 figures, in round numbers, specifying
which part of it was advértising and pointing out that it
represented only part of the cost since J-M personnel contrib-
utéd the overwhelming bulk of the time and their salaries were
not included. |

B. ~ Scandinavia - W. Johnsen - Denmark
= ccarclnavia - N. Johnsen - Denmark
The Internaticnal Labor Organization (ILO) is preparing for a

conference nextyear at which they will demand strict controls
on asbestos throughout the world! This very much needs'follow-up:
I have asked Hill and Knowlton, before they leave our payrell,

to <7 ..er what information they can.

01-021794y

Asbestos Information Association trial exhibit AIA-14: W. P. Raines Report to P. J. Solon on the International Confer...

ACL Doc 20924 - Page 8 of 36

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
asbestosclaims.law/library/20924/8


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/20924/8

The Finnish Government is investigating Union charges that there
are hazardous conditions in a mine in that country. There maybe

a "massy" television debate on this subject.

(That concluded the first day of the conference.)
*hw

At the beginning of the sacond day of the conference, we showed the .
Channel 13 f£ilm, with appropriate introduction as to its background,
as a way of getting across to the Eurcpean delegates the climate,
particularly the press climate, in which we operate on this subject.
The film was to have been the introduction of my talk, but the pro-
jector did not work. The soundtrack unfortunately was very poor and

difficult to hear.

-

C. France - RobertJoin

There has been eonsidarable_ publig:ity in the French press regarding
hazard to the general public, most of this has been picked up from
overseas reports, pafticula.rly from the United States. The French
press tends to ‘be quite volitile, also, although they have not yet
reached the point of the U.S. media.

D. Gerxrmany G. C. Schmidt

There have basn ﬁ:y few attacks in the press thusfar and, it was
clear from Mr. Schmidt's remarks, the Germans are rather cc:mr -....-nt
on this subject, as compared to the U.S. and Britian, They are
vary reluctant to spend money on information activities until they

are ,;t.c;,d.’mc rest of the delegates urged them, however, to at
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jeast start to build up the material they will need when they are

attacked.

£. Holland J. Van Haagan

The Dutch are afraid to contact the press for fear of stirring wp
more troubla. They haﬁe already had a good deal of unfavorable
publicity as a result of Dr. Stumphius and the attempts by As-

bestos Corporation to locate a mill in Holland.

putch authorities are investigating the question of a health hazard

from drinking water passed through‘psbestos Cement Pipes!

P. Italy - A. Calamandrei =

There has been no publicity, axcept for a few articles in Commmist
publicaticns. The government does not appear to be interested in

this problem.

G. United Kingdom - Wilfred Howard
Wilfred Howard gave an excellent slide presentation and showsd some

T.V. clips.

The British are in the fourth year of their advertising campaign.

They are alsc preparing a new movie called "Fire At Work®, to show
how Asbestos saves lives. It will be sponsored jeintly by the AIC,
a British Fire Extinguisher Company and a Ventilation Equipment Co-
mpany. They will be happy to sell copies of this to the AIA if we

should want one.

- ——F__-—."-_.—"-
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The Financial Times will do a four page editorial section on
Asbestos (not a paid ad this time). '

Their policy on television is to agree to live interviews
but to go on tape only if they have advance assurance that

it will not be edited.

They have some good material on environmental control at
some of their plants, and recently interested a TV program

in running'pictures of a clean operation.

They do divide up the public;ielations work among their members,
in that one compiny does the: displays; ancther does movies,
anéd ancther does the literature and the ads. In each case,

however, they are public relations pecple who devote a great

deal of time to the subject. Of course, Turner Bros. and
Wilfred Howard devote by far the largest amount of PR time
and effort, in addition to Hill and Knowlton.

'v. Private Discussion with Turner Bros..Chairman
—_— e T suIner Bros,. Chairman

Pollowing the conference, I was invited by the British delegates
to meet with their chairman, Mr. Bateman, to give him some of
the highlights of the information £rom my prese~~__.on. Mesars.

- Hardie, Hills and Howe were present at the meeting, which lasted

for abouﬁ.aa hour.

01
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Mr. Bateman cbviocusly has a very constructive and conscientious
vigwpciﬁt towards the Asbestos problems and is willing to give
up areas of business in order to save the entire stru?ture.

Por example, he is considaring.thc possibility of dropping

the Asbestos Fiber Spray Business. (Both Turner and Cape are
actually in this business as contractors, as opposed to our

position in the United States as a raw material supplier. )

Mr. Bateman has the long range view that future growth in

sale of Asbestos Fidber and of Asbestos products, particularly -
things such as Asbestos Cement Building Materials and Pipe,
may hav. to be concentrated in the lesser developed countries,
Ee is speaking, of course, q%a: a rather long range view.

His point-is that in ‘many og these countries the life expectancy
is so low, as a result of deaths from diseases from impure
drinking water, for example, as well as starvation, and in-
adequate housing, that the question of the very, very, small
risk of m.lethqlicma that may exist in exposure to Asbestos |,
in some siEuations, is totally out-weighed by the contributicn
that Asbestos Pipe and cther products can make to improving
the living standards and, indded, the life expectancy of
people in these counf:iel. This is an interesting philcsophy,
although it has to be expressed rather carefully.

01-02179s8 °
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Most of all, the British were, as mentiocned above, greatly
disturbed over the prospective lowering of the USTLB to five
fibers. I was more c;ndid with them at this prﬁvate interview
than from the podium. I poiﬁted out that they should not be
surprised at this develcpmﬁnt since the ACGIH had made this
recommandation three YQarl ago and a blue ribbqn panel of
doctors assembled by Marcus Key had come up with the samg
recommendation two years ago. (fheywere told of these factsy
I pointed out that we would have absolutely no medical support
if we attempted to fight the lowering to five fibers. Our real

concern, I told them, was that it would be lowered to two fibers!
Thus, the five fiber question is a rather pragmatic cne and
we could lose far more thaérwe would gain by attempting to
oppose it. ::
The British did not entirely agree with this, so I gently
reminded them of the situation which we had fallen into by
opposing bans on Asbestos Fireproof Spray in this country
.(largely—;t their instigation!). Bateman seemed less concerned
than ghc others, although they are really worried that they
could not meet this type of a level in textile operations.
There is, o: course, a difference in the way of our TLV
is interpreted and enforced from the way the British enforce
their two fiber TLV which, a8 W' ~uoW, i8S a "floor" rather than
a "ceiling".

W. P. Raines

s

01-0217949
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PART 11

VWIEDNESDAY, 24'TH NOVEMBER

12.40 - 15.55
14.00 - 14.15

.

14.15

14.30

14.30 - 14.45

14.45 - 15.15

2o Al

15.15 - 15.25
15.25 - 15.5%

PART ITI

Brief Review of Current
and/or Prospective
Regulations in Germany

Buffet Iancheon .

Brief Review ov Current
and/or Prospective
Regulations in France

Brief Review of Current
and/or Prospective
Regulations in
Scandinavia

Brief Review of Current
and/or Prospective
Regulations in Italy

Brief Review of Current
and/or Prospective
Regulations in U,.S.A.

Summary of Reviews

Tea and Showing of
Asbestos Information
Committee Film

"Why Asbestos?"

WEDHESDAY, 24TH NOVEMBER

4—0 . oo - vaNo Ho
[This will )
include the Cilm’
of a recent .
Arxirlcan
Trle.vigion
peogranme )

Attacks on Asbestos and
our Defences - U.S.A,

\?l

Speaker

Mr. G. .C. Schmidt, mmowmenum. Wirtschaftsverband
eg .

Asbest e.V., Germany and De

ate from

Wirtschaftsverband Asbestgzement e.V., Germany

Mr. R. Join, Ddlégué Gdndral of Chambre
Syndicale de 1'Amiante, France

Mr. A. Palomiiki, Finnish Asbestos Information

Group

Mr. A. mnwnamanqcp. President, Associasione
v Nagiopale degli Industriali Amiantieri, Italy

Mr., W. P, Raines, Secretary, Asbestos Information

Association/North America

Mr..W. P. Ralnes, Secretary,
Assoclation/North America

Asbestos Information
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PART 111
WEDNESDAY, 24TH

NOVEMBER

17.10 - 17. j0

19,30
for
20,15

Attacks pn Asbestos and '
our Defences -
Scandinavian Countries.

Speaker

Mr. W. Johnsen, Danish Asbestos Information
Group

End of First Day of Conference

DINNER FOR ALL CONFERENCE

DELEGATES AT HYDE PARK: ' -

HOTEL

Chairman
Mr. H.D.S. Hardie,
: Chairman,
Asbestos Information Committee

THURSDAY, 25TH NOVEMBER

09.00 - 09.30
09.30 -°10.00
10.00 - 10.30

10.30 - 10.45
HO«&W - “—.Hos

11.05 - 12.05

Attacks on Asbestos and
our Defences -~ France

Attacks on Asbestos and
our Defences ~ Germany

>mﬁmora on Asbesatos and
our uahmsoou - Benelux

Coffeea

Attacks on Asbestos and
our Defences - Italy

Attacks on »ncoaeon,anm

our Defences -~ United
Timuwdn-

Speaker

Mr. R. Join, Ddldgud omsmqmp,ou Chambre
Syndicale de 1'Amiante

Mr. G. C. Schmidt,

Secretary, Wirtschaft
Asbest e.V. . ¥ aftsverband

Mr. J. van Haagen, President, Comitéd d'inf _
de H.>ma=na\ooasmmu»c <ooﬁwmn=n»=m >mcmmno:smn_

Mr. A. Calamandrei, President, Associagi
Nagionale degli u:m:ueqpmup >m»m=a»oawn one

Mr. W. P, Howard, Secreta
Information Committee ry, Asbeatos
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International Conference of
Asbestos Information Bodies

24th and 25th November 1971

List of Delegates

BENELUX

Commissie Voorlichting Asbest/Comité d'Information
ae ante _

Mr. J. van Haagen - -~ Holland

Mr. A, R. E0lff van Oosterwijk - Holland

Ir. J. Lepoutre _ - Belgium

Mr. A. Eyben - Bel_g:l.mn
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INTERNATIONAL CONFEIRENCE O ASBESTOS INT'CRCIATION DODIES c::
) “_j

London, 24/25 November 1971

SUMMARIES OF PAPERS

A. BEGULATIONS

Inited Kinsrdon

As A. Cross, Chairman, Envirenmental Contrel Committee,
Asbestosis Research Couneil

1.

Review of principles behind the U.XK. legislation

Statutory controls applicable only to protection of
work people oxposed to harmful quantities of asbestos
dust in the course of their employment.

Protection of g-nerai.publié from any riaks which macht'
exist are considered so far to be adequately covored by
existing nowers of loeal authorities.

The U.K, Asbestos Regulations are besed on these principles:

1.

2.
3.

4,

-

They only apply to processes where dust shove a certain
lsvel can be produced

They apply whervver and whenever employed persons aro
oxposed to such levels of anbestos dust

They discriminate againat blue sasbestos in that they
call for additional measures of control and a lowvor

—standard of dust concentratian

They envisage the application of control measurss
Tealated to the extent of the hazard

They do not spell out standards of dust levels eor
degrees of hazard, They rely for the dctailed °
application of the law on the publication of explanatoery
documents known as Technical Data Notes whiclt can be
varicd as axporience or fresh knowledge dictates

The moasures to be adopted under thaese Regulutiors are
reviewed, and the manner in which ITFI has VLeon z=pplyiapr
them since they came into effect in May 1970 is disxus-ed.
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Ir S, Holmes, Secrotary, Asbestosis Research Council

The work leading up to the establishment by tho

Dritish Occupational Hypgiene Society of Hygiene Stancards
for chrysotile asbestos will be discussed. The way in
which these standards have been adnpted by the

Factory Inspectorate for the purnoses of tho 1969 .Asbestos
Regulations will be explained, including thie reason for
the difference in recommended dust levels botwesn
crocidolite asbestos and the ether types, The way in
which different degrees of respiratory protection are te
be used for difforent dust levels will e described.

2. PMFrance

1. There is no French national regulation concearning the
asbestos induatry, except a prohibition of emplovment
of yocung workers under 18 in certain dusty occupations.
The asbestos industry, however, is under strict control
by the Factory Inspectorats.

2, "Recommendations®" drafted by the Factory Inspectorate
_ 4 ., and the Social Security Office of Normand in
1, o .-~ co=operation with Chambre Syndicale de lt'Aniante,
?; p‘ apply to the industry's units situated in this province,

3. Asbestosis is recognised as an oceupatisonal discase,
There are a relatively small number of compensatod
¢cages, at varying rates.

4., The asbestos industry is reprosented on the Social
Security National Technical Committoe concerned.

5. The prcsent situation is not expectsd to changse in
the near future. .

6. The French asbestos industry, through Chambre Syndicale
de l'Amiannte, foliows closely all guestions related
to asbestos and health, prevention and legislation.

3. Germany

1., Safety Rogulations for protection agninst health

' hazards caused by mineral dust are expectad to eco.e
into effect in autumn 1972. The experta working on
the Regulations have included some from the msbestos
industry. The Regulations will apply to all factories
handling asbestos~containing materials, stipulateo
acceptable dust levels, and lay down measures for
dust suppression and control. Thoey require periodic
medical examinations every three years, :

2. At present conditions are governcd by precauticnary
measures agreed between the asbestos manufacturing
companies, employers' liability insurance companias
and local Factory Inspection Authorities,

L]
e

~ vn 10217977,

Bty " - - TIOR3 —— ey e s gm—
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4, Denmark '
Ragulations are valid frem S5th lizy 1970C.

1, Threahold 1limit values of airtcrne asbostos
dust are in_Drineiple the same as those valid in
United lingdom in 1970, altheugih these have not
been issued in the regulatiocns of safety preccautions.

2, Inapection is carried out by lscal Factory Inspectors
in co~operation with the State Institute for
Industrial Hygiene, which lays down norms for Aust
control.

Jde Medical cexaminations are combined with tuberculosis
X=rays for all works employees once a year, X-ray
findings indicating asbestosis lead to thorough clinieal
examination and full scale x-ray. Suspect cases are
followed up onco a year or once every three vears,

4, Prospective regglation#: The Danish Factory Inspectorate
is discussing dust hazards when working with asbes<tos
material in insulation work. :

S5 Mnland

A Safety and Health Act includes regulations for aefiective
dust control in work places where asbestos (mineral)

dust is emitted. The act has been valid since 1955 and
the asbeatos regulations revised in 1971,

1., Threshold limit values of airborne asbestos dust
are in principle similer to those valid in the USA
in 1970. These values are not issued in the act
or regulations.

2. Inspection is carried out by the local Factory Inspectors
of the state at least once a year,

3. IThe rules for handling asbestos and materials containing
asbestos are made by the Factory Inapactors,
Concentrations of airborne dust are moasured by the
Institute of Occupational Health in Finlana by tno
order or the emnloysr or the inspector,

4, Regulations for medical examinations are esteblished
by the Safety and [lealth Act. The preliminary medical
examination takes place before employment or one
month aftor commenecing work in an asbostos mill or in a
factory producing asbestos=containing materinls,

X=ray and lung function are inciuded. Periodical
exauninations are obligatory once a year in nsbests
mills snd once in three years in other works producingz
matorirls containing asbostos, Minimum x-ray size:
100 x 100 am, . -

5. Prospective rermlations: The new national standarda are
very similar to the USA latoest {igurea for aoirborne

~ahnatos dust and will be coafirmed very soon.

01-0217978
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6.

7.

Norway

Regulations for the prevention of asbestosis were issued
in & ecircular by tiue authiorities and have been valid {ru-:
1962, .

l. Threshald 1imit valuoss of airborne asheztos dust la-c
not been {ixed. In the Noerwegian prenersl rules
established by the above mentiongd regulations the:r:
is reforence to 200 particles/cm” as the hygienie
threahold 1l it value in the USA at that tinma.

2, Inspection is carried out by the Factory Inspectorata
once a year., Dust controls are the responsibility
of the Institute of Occupational Hcaltl,

3. The Factory Inspesctor will ensure that the Irules an:t
directions of the circular are observed.

b, Modical axaminntions: Preliminary examinaticn befors
employnent includes x-ray. FPeriodical examinations
are done once a year with x-ray of suspected and exposcd
persens cvery third year,

S.- Prospective reruiations: The authorities are workins
for new naticnal standards on airtorne asbestos dust,

Sweden s
A Worker's Protection Act, passed in 1949, declares

that the emplovyer has te take every reasonable precaution
to protect his employees from illness and accidents eauaed
by the conditions in the work placea, More details arc
given in thec proclamation attached to the act,

l. Threshold limit values: The safaety regulations do not
mention any ficure for the amount of asbestos dust
in the air regarded as a potential risk for giving
asbestosis,

2, The labour Insgoctor ensurcs that the sclfety repsulations
are obgervod.

3. Safety rerulations from 1964 regulate work with
asbestos and products centaining asbestos. This -
regulation givos directions nbout steps that have to
be taken to reduce the amcunt of dust in places whero
asbestos is handled,

k. Medical examinations: The workers who are employed in
‘plucos with potentiul risk for asbastosis have to
be examined hy medical inspectors annually,

S5« ZProspoctive rerulations: The 1949 Aet has been amanded
several times. In the present situation, howover,
a full roconstruction has boen found nocossary, This
work is still going on and the results will appear
succeasively ac from 1972, Tho new regulations are
under preparation and thoy might be ready 1972/1973.
T+ 4= mite cortain that this new Act will civc f1~urcs

Yo od om = a

—

01-0217979
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-health risk. Probably they will Tollow the
figures given in the U.K. Regulcotions fyom 1970,

ATTACKS ON ASDIISTOS AND DSFZNCES

L.

Benelux
The Asbostos Information Committes Benclux

In the Netherlands the first symptom of adverse pubiiei:,

vas the publication in 1968 of a thesis of Dr. Stumnhius,

who drow attention to the risks to health invelved vith
asbestos, Tho author pays spocial attaention teo

mesothelioma, symptoms of which he found amoengst a numbar

of patients in the surroundings of Flushing, where larpo
shipyards have been cstablished and many workers are occupicd
with the insulation. of conduits.

There has been frequent adverse press coverage - o,.,
"asbostos ought to be forbidden", "the use of asbestos
dangerous to life"™ and "aabestos czuses cancer",

The Belgian press has paid attention to this problem too,
although far less than in Holland. The request of
"Asbestos Corporation" to set up a mill in Ghent, after
failing to get a-licence to do so in Flushing (the
Netherlands), resulted.in publicity in Delpivm, which
induced a refusal from the Delgian authorities,

The result was that after a conference arranged by the
Asbostos Information Committee in Londean in Novomber 1960, the
Belgian and Dutech industries decided to found an Asbostos
Information Committee in Benelux for tho purpose of:

1, Providing information regarding th:e advantares and
disadvantages attached to the use of products containin:
asbestos .

2. Coordinating medical and technical ressarch in oxrder
to promote the best possible occupational hy;:icne
in factories belonging to Asbestos Information
Committee members .

The Committoc is assisted by a madical advisory esuncil,
consisting of four professors of universitics in Belg.iun
and the Netherlands and Dr. Lepoutre, industrial medienl
officer of Eternit, Dolgium., This Council is working as
& body, independent of the Committoe. Dr Lepoutrs will

explain further its activities,

In order to give you a view of the working methed of the
Committee, I think it desirable to divide the sut joct
into four itemsi

A+ The public, which is brought into contact with thu
problem of asbestos and health through thio nowspapers,
broadcasiing and television.

‘- 01-0217980
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Be. The authorities, whose decizicus on the problom are
- influenced by the modia mentinnud wuder A,

Here wo must distingu;sh betweon industrial hygiono
(the domain of the Facteory Inspcctusate) and
goenoral cavironmental hygiene.

L. The workors, who are made afraid to work with
asdbestos, influenced Ly the mndia moeniioned under A
or by their trade unions. '

D. The consumers of our products. who are lookinz for
substitutes, also under the influence of item 4,
either because they do not want <o apply our products
any mors, or becauss they perceive that their
customers do not want to buy products containing asbestos
any more.

To elaborate these four items:

ad A The Committes collects the most important preass
reports ancd circulates them to members and a numbor
of interested bodies. The Committee has only once
contacted the press, In viev of tho very doubtful
result achieved herewith we are somewhat afraic to
repeat the experiment, Unfortunately the indepondent
press prefers alarming reports to objectivity.

ad B An official study of asbentos workers has shown
64 asbestosis and 1 mesothelioma cases among
2,400 vorkers.

Tho Factory Inspectorate has published a boolilot -

"Working with Asbestos®, In the Netherlands <tho

subjeet is being studied dy T.N.0., o semi=-govern-
— mental rescarch establishment .

Crocidolite may be banned,

ad C Verkers! anxicty is incrensed by the trade
unions in the metallurgical industry, and has led
to questicns put to the Minister in Parliament.
Thes trade unions, to whiclh the employecs of Ltarnit
are affiliated, hav‘ not supported this action till
now,

The relotively favourable result of “.__ researcies
of the Factory Inspectorate and the measures takoen
by many factories to control dust havo helped the
morale of employees,

+ ad D Consuhogp of pruducts made from asbeutos - cven
asbestys ceument materials - heaitate to apply ipiis
uatorial.
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Yo tluink, that action must be specially aimed at
inecressing knowledps of the consequeonces for
hoalth of using asbestos and loss at explaining
the great benefit of prodncts containing asbestos,
or, 4if tho benefit is emphasized without rruoving
faars of the risk, then we ancouraze 21l those

who ore looking for substitutes for asbestos
products.

2., Germanv

We are in the fortunato poaition to state that in Cormany
there has not yet boen a public discussion concernin; tho
possible consequences of exposurs to asbestos dust,

Isclated articles in some newspapers such as Bild-Zecitung,
Hamburger Abendpost, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zaitun; and

the Welt, concerning the danger to doclkynrd workers and

a meeting of lung specialists, have been ignored by us,
According to our motto: "Laot a sleeping dog lie", we did

not reply to a radio comment on the subject of "The Polilutod
Creation" which cited the asbestos chaptor from the
well-linown book by Tayler, In the same way we troated

the news brought by tho Frankfurter Allgemcine Zeitung

in October stating that according to Japanese prosumptions
talcous rice would create stomach cancer. The samo erplies
to a number of articles. by dust experts and axperts on .
industrial medicine published in relevant industrial_
magazines. .
Nevertholess, by taking edvantage of the esxperience of

the AIC we have begun to develop together with a public.
relations agency a plan of compaipgn whichh will pivae us the
posaibility of countering an attack by the presa in its
early stages. Our efforts in this direction are, houuver,
not yet very developed.

3. France

There have been in.recent years, in France, mony pross
reports concerning aabostos, but less than in some other
countries. -

Most of these reports bear on the possible carcinopouic
affects of asbestos, and leave aside the very large
contribution of this material to safety., Many of them
come f{rom the same sources.

The French asbestoes industry - one of the most important
with a yearly consumption of some 150,000 M.T,., of raw
asbestos - concerns itself with the -~..ct of such pross
articles on the users and on the public at large.

In order not to draw undue attention from the public to

a problem which has apparsatly not aroused much interest,
and in order to avoid useless controversy, it hns acdnpted
the policy of not replyinc systematically to cvory
attack from tho press = general or modical - and of
building up a complete and up-to-dato file on the casc.

01-0217982
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Chambre Syndicale do l'Amiante werks in two main
directions:

Documentation and liaison with other bodices, participatian
in international wmediecal confarenceu, ete. Pull and
unbiased information of its members, ond relcase of
brochures addressing to manufacturers ("l'amiante

polluant ou matérizu de sécurite“;'or'to thie public
("amiante ct population generale™).

Studies and research to ascertain the accuracy or
inaccuracy of certain theories ("asbestos boedioes" in the
lungs of city dwellers, asbestos exposure and
masotheliomae, dust from brake linings, ete.) and
original rescarch {for instance on the nature of the
core of "ferruginous bodies").

The asbestos industry expects that such a policy will
serve to put things straight and at the samo time will
contribute to improve the linowledge of the asbestos and
health prohlem. .

4, Seandinavia
Seandinavin in reneral

- The four Scandinavian :AC=industries are cooperating
closoly over questions relatins to asbestos as a hazard,
A fouremcmbur working group meets at intervals to
discuss problems and exchange information. The group hne
no contact with the publiec. DTach country is contampluting
some sort of national contact bodics represoenting
interested firms,

Public attention to asbestos hazards in the four countias
must in general be characterized as rather limited,
Newspaper publicity is scarce, and TV and radio have not
paid vary much atteation to the question.

In the AC-field there has been littla or no reaction from
customers, but special  ships boards containing asbostos
raise increasing animosity. This stiffening attitude in
the shipyards, which tends to ho zzrravnted in the
direction of a wishh to abanden complotely asbestos and
asbestos-containing materials, gives risoc to soue anxioty,

Thie Factory Inspectoratos and health authoritics in zeneral
appear to have a non-aggressive attitudo, but never
regulations and others we expect to be issued in the near
future tend to increase dema .. on those consuming or
bandling asbestos. The tendency is towards ragulctions

and codes of practice like the Dritish.

Conttd . _

01-021794:
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The Scandinavian AC=companies save asreced upen an
information policy to be chccuted :.aside their works,
i.e., adapted to dilferent lewvels of stalf as well as
to those with direct contact witl: customecrs.

All companios are sponding heavily za dust precautions
and also on instrumentation fe= Juat measurement,

Each of the Scandinavian firms are likely to take
approprinte defence acticns only il public attention dumands
it.

Denmari

"Doomsday" by G. R. Tayler created some newspopex
reactions. A TV foature has given rise to some public
discussion, There has been a labour interpelluation in
the Danish Parliament which mey result in a Lan on
asbestos in insulation work.

Finland

There has recenfly been & critical developmont around
the Pankkila Asbestos Mine, The local union has started
an offensive aguinst the mina.

Norvay . .
Only minor public interest has boen observed.

The Factory Inspectorate urges the ship building industry
to work for elimination of asbestos in ship building.

An insulation firm in eastern Norway is workins oa the
same lines, New Norwegian ragulations arc due very scon.

Sweden

There has been some roference in Swedish papers to asboestas
hazards. One Swedish shipyard has taken tie load in a
drive —to abandon asbestos in ship building.

There hava been sevoral public meatings discussing healtl
hazards in connection with the utilis=ation of nsbeatos,

Grent RBritain
Positive Worl -

Advertising campaigns
Films
" Bditorial articlos . «8wspapoers and magazines

Defensive Worl

Specirlised liternture

_Addressos to moetings of industrial safety officers
Educationsl posters for factories

Telovision training of senior executives -
Processing of enquirios

Rebutting press criticiasm -7

. - 01-0217984
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Lousons to be learnsd

1. This work takes up time and staff

2, Resnensibilizty lor particular scctors of worl:
hozs besn allocatad to particular officers of

me:ber companies

3. The wnlue of asbestos has to bo ﬁositively

provagated

4, The information problem is becoming progressively
mere interaational hence the noed for s consistent

approach
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OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION

WILLIAM P, BAINES

BRIEF REVIEW OF CURRENT AND
PROSPECTIVE REGULATIONS = U.S. A,

1. Brief comment on overlapping jurisdictions of federal,

state and municipal governments.

II. Protecting tre Worker
A) Federal Government
1) Occupational Safetg and Health Act

a) General prov;sxoas vis a vzs abestos

b} Present threshold limit value of 12
fibers per cubic centimeter

¢) Labor union/Selikoff pressures to
lower TLV to 2 fiders

4) Prospective move to 5 fibers level

LS TR
'

@) Union/Selikoff pressures for "emergency
standard” of 2 fibers

2) Mational Institutes for Occupational
Safety & Health (NIOSH)

a) Emergency studies on asbestos and
S fibur glass

b) Investigation of “epidemic” of mesothelioma
among workers in Manville, New Jersey arca.

B) State Governments

1) Enforcement of standards

01-02179g94
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IIZ.  Protecting the General Public
A) Federal Government
1) Clean Air Act

a) Asbestos declared "hazardous" substance®
by Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

b) Asbéstos emissions standards
i) Developmeﬁt
ii} General Content
iii) Next Steps
¢) Studies of asbestos in brake liﬁings and
in asbestos/asphalt paving

d) Studies to develop ambient air measurement
techniques

d) rrobapie ruture revigsion of asbestos
emissions standaxrds based on numerical limits

2) Water Pollution Control Act

a) 1In Congress sponsored by Muskie and backed
by Nixon.

~ b) Poasible effects on asbestos

¢) Present action under 1899 law.

3) Toxic Substances Contrel Act

a) In Congress - provably stalled until 1872
b) Possible effects on asbastos

€) Crocidolite *rumor®

e

01_0217987
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B) State Governments

1) Ban on spraying asbestos gireproofing
Illinois
New York
2) Illinois proposed Regulations
- a) Illinois Pollution Control Board
lations -
1 content of proposed gagu s -
®) G:i;i:ially-ban on asbestos in brake linings
c) Hearings and testimony
d) outlook -
e) Other state;‘watéhing closely
¢) municipal covernmentd
1} Ban on asbestos Spraying:
New York City
- Boston
Philadelphia
Chicago
; 2) Control of Asbestos Spraying: '
! San Francisco
3) Interest in banning asbestos in brake

linings:

New York City
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OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION

WILLIAM P. RAINES

BRIEF REVIEW OF ATTACKS ON
ASBESTCS AND OUR DEFENSES

I.

Attacks

A) Labor Unions - Selikoff - OSHA

B)

o)

D)

. -

1) Major epidemiological study

1) Pressure for "emergency standaxd®

Labor Unions — Sel - n ar

2) Latge funding .

3) - A.C.S. ability togain attention

Labor Unions - Selikoff - and Local Agitation
1) Manville, New Jersey
2) Waukegan, Ill.

3) Toronts, Canada

GCastrointestinal Cancer -

1} “Natures®™ article and Canadian scientists

2) Selikoff's position

Selikoff and Predictions 6f " ggidemics"

. 1) World war II Shipyard Workers and Mesothelioma

2) Patterson, New Jo:sef Amosite Plant and
“"Neighborhood" dangers. g

01-0217989
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F) Selikoff and Other “Threats® to CGeneral Public

1) Women's Coats from Italy
2) Anti-freeze
3) Tale

4) School children and modeling compounds

G) Press - Radio - Televigsion Interest
1{ .CBC=TV (Canada)

2) New York City Channel 13

3) NFW YORKER Magazino‘and Paul Brodeur

4) BUSINESS WEEK Magazine

5) Newspapers

6) Radio

H) Customer Alarm

I) Ralph Nader

J) her vernment Action

(Previously Discussed)

II. DEFENSES ' . .

A) Work with Federal, State and Municipal Government
~ Officials .
, 1) Federal EPA .

2) PFederal Department of Labor

N

3) NIOSH - 01-0217990
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4} Congress

5) State Governments

B) MMMM
1) Federal EPA .
2} Riy States
C) Strenathen AIAANA
| 1) Add new members
2) Internal seminars
' D) Prepare Literature .
1) Supervisors =
2) -Saiesmen N |
3) Customers )
4) Others
E) Seek More Effective Ways to
Ge jective Treatment by Pres ™
l) Spokesmen
2) Prepared TV Clips
3) Rebuttal
F) Publicize Faworable Information
i 1) McDonald Study, etc..
. 2} Results < Industry 'recta on Produét Wear,
Emigsions.
3) Essential uses of asbestos )
01-0217991“
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AGENDA .
 ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCIATION/NORTH AMERICA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

DECEMBER 29, 1971

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS T AL FaY
ACCEPTANCE OF u:nérzﬁ. S AL FAY
KEPORT OF Exﬁcurxvz SECRETARY . | AL FAY
~ - SELECTION COMMITTEE
._1972 DUES PAVMENT . MARTIN NEVILLE
. n;nﬁznsnzp DRIVE .i  ‘ JETTE S —
EPA | - | | ED PENNER
OSHA . | ED FENNER : )
.
{

—— e
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