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Ts assestos a major are 
pollurant? 

Dust counts taken in New York 
City and other urban areas 

show that astestos levels in the 
community arr are many times 
bewer than levels considered to be 
safe for occupational exposure. in 
acdition, recent evidence indicates 
that smail quantities of asbestos 
fides from natural sources may 
have existed in the ambient air for 
perhaps thousands of even millions 
of years. Man thus probably evolved 
into his preseat form in an atmo- 
sphere containing some asdestes. 

Do drake linings emit much as- 
destos inte the air? 

A United States Pubiic Health 
Senuce study snows that only a 

tiny fraction of the asp 
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Q Goes the use sf asdesto 
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There is no evidence, scieat fic 
Of Giherwise, that arycne in 

the general pudhic has ever con: 
tracted any disease from exposure 

to the minute amounts of asdes- 
tos released into community sir 
through the use, application, ov 
wearing and weathering of fin- 
ished asbestos products. 

Can 2 little bit of assests kill 
you? - 

Long-term medical studies of 
occupationally exposed workers 3 

Show that low to moderate tevels 
of exposure to asdestos do not 
bead to an increased rate af dis- 
ease. In these studies, a higher 
than normal incicence of dsease 
was found only among expiovess 
exposed to mgh concentrations of 
dust for long periods of time. 
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Once asdestas enters the lune 
does all ct it remasn there for 
ever? 
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as eficient ar as sopnrsticated as 
it is today. With present medical 
knowledge and today’s improved 
dust santrei msasures, however, 
there iS every reason to believe 
that these cases will deccease in 
the future and asbestos-related 
disease will cease to be a major 
occupational probiem. 

Can asbestos be used sately in 
the warkglace? 

A Asdestos fiber can be handled 
and used on the job with com- 

plete safety so long 3s certain basic 
precautionary measures are fol- 
lowed. These include careful han- 
Gling of fiber bags to preeent tear. 
ing ‘ad spitting, the use of dust 
Control exaust neots at ail stages. 
of in Slant handing where Gust 18 
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OFograms mm the indusize which 
have Deen emproved and expardes 
over the years. Tens of millions of 
Goilars in sophisticated and eft. 
cient equipment and techniques 
have Seen devoted to praventing 
the inhalation of asbestos dust by 
workers in the mimag 3nd tullerg 
of asdestos and in the manufacture 
of ssbestos-containing products. 

Through the institute of Cceupa- 
ticnal aad Environmental Health in 
Montreal, the Industrial Health 
Foundation in Pittsburgh, and se- 
lected hospitals and universities. 
the industry is sponsoring or co- 
operating in major enidemiolegical 
and other research projects de- 
Signed to identify and eliminate as- 
bestos related health cisks within 
the industry, and aiso for fades 
tors and applicators of finshed 
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For Further information Contact 

ASEESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCIATION NORTH AMERICA 

22 East 2Otn Street, New York, New York 12016 
(213 S146 

Sponsored by Alias Asbettos Co. Cement Asbestos Products Co. Certamteed Pros 
wets Corp. Fiirtrste Co, GAF Cora. 
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