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North America

ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSQCIATION
1660 L Street, N.W,,
washington, D.C. 20036

in recent years, intensive intersst has been focused on
man's environment: the air he breathes, the water he
drinks, the condition of his workpiace, the products
available to him which might be harmful.

In the rush to publicize man’s snvironmentai problerms,
asbestos became @ [rime taroet of some writers and
spokesren who seized upon the freely admitted fact that
sxosssive exposure t0 asbestos dust can be injurious. More
fraquently than not, those who addressed themssives to the
asbestos-heaith issue did so with words to frighten rather
than enlighten. Cursory reference w scientific data and
fittia or no account of the sccompiishments of the industry
to wmutiumﬁwmvolundmgofm
fibes into the snvironment was ususl rather than ex-
ceptional.

AIA/NA Is Established

For many ymmmmmﬂm:\g
companies have had programs for dust control and worker
protection. individually, they responded to the questions of
governmental sgencies, news madia, public interest groups,
mmmmbuewimmmmamm
the workplacs and in the environment. These individusl
efforts, costly and often duplicative, lead to the formation,
in Decamber of 1970, of the Asbestos Information Asoci-
stion/North America: 8 group of acbestos companies in the
United States and Canaca working together for the com-
mon intersst of a vitsl industry challenged by reiatively new
snd often confusing information concemning asbestos and

At the time AIA/NA was estblished, government
agenciss were formulating programs to reguiste and control
materisis desmed hazardous to heaith. Asbestos was pro-
nouncad one of these materials, AIA/NA filled the gap for
the ssbestos industry for a collective orgenization to obtain
and digmeminate suthoritative information concerning the
asbestos industry with smphasis on the safety, heaith, and
savironmental fssues. Today, AIA/NA uniquely represents
the overail asbestos industry with governmental groups,
naws media, and others, focusing its attantion on the work
of the industry in occupational safety, health, and environ-
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mental atairy snd on the lifesaving and other benefits
availaple through the many uses of asbestos. The govern-
ment and public retations services of AIA/NA ars #vailable
0 product-onented trade groups Mmocisted with the
industry.

Organization of the Association

AIA/NA is an incorparatad, non-profit organization.
Any company or corporation involved in the mining,
milling, processing, or setling of asbestos in the United
States or Canada is sligible for membership in the Associ-
ation, Each member.company or corporation iy entitied to
3 seat on the board of directors through its authorized
representative, with full and equai voting rights for the
conduct of the Associstion’s affairs. Heguiar mewtings of
the directors are held quarteriy. Committees meet [
necessary to provide study and sdvisory functions for the
Association. The annual meeting of AIA/NA is hekd in
September at which time officers of the Association are
elected. The work of the Associstion is funded from dues
ofinmembers,bauionamrunugofmoffib«
purchasad for use in the manutfacturs of products. Members
who do not manufacture asbestos procducts sre assessed a
flat fee determined by the dirsctors, :

AIA/NA Objectives

Thase are the objectives of the Association:

To provide incustry-wide information on sshestos and
heaith, and on industry efforts to sliminate existing
hazsras.

To cooperate with governmenti &pencies in deveioping
/and implementing incdustry-wice stncards for worker
protection nd for the control of asbestos dust emissions
into community sir and water, -

To exchange information on methods and wehnicoes of
asbestos dust control.

To correet misieading and uninformed raporeage on
asbestos-heaith probiems,
Tapuukmmwmbwnﬁcndﬁmcumd
s3Hestos products and atherwise reprewnt the sebestos
indusery.,

Government Relations. In 1973, the AIA/NA office wes
moved from New York City to Washington, D.C. o

facilitate liaison with the Federal Government. The Associs-

tion routinely reports on activities of Congressional com-
mittess concerned with activities relstable to the ssbestos
industry and provides a continual working relstionship with
such government reguiatory agencies s the Occupational
Safety and Heaith Administration, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, Food and Drug Administration, and
Bureau of Mines, The Associstion has ppesred before thesm
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HOURE, provided Written comment whers Orpnate,
made avaiisble speciatists from irs members to sit on -
governmental  advitory committees, and has presentag
spacific guidance for the preparation of standards affecting
the industry. AIA/NA’s government reiations are gisy
actively invoived with state and (ocai reguiations concerned
with controi of asbestos.

Medical Affairy, Besides serving a8 & central agency for
the collection and dissemination of medical information on
asDeLtON-related disease, AIA/NA is represented at major
medical mesting of interest to its members and SPONsors
mMedical research on asbestos and heaith.

Enviroamentasl Control. Through its Standards and
Tachnical Committes of experts in the fields of industrisi
hvgiene, occupstionsi safety and plant  engineering,
AlA/NA follows and svalustes new developments in dust
convol methodology and monitoring  technigues. The
Amocistion makes available its findings through various
publications.

tions mislending articies 0D amitting festure writers,
and, in shoet, taking all reasonabis §leps to present to the
public a balanced view of the asbestos-hesith issue. AlA/NA
has distributed over 3,000 spacially prepared information
kits concemmning assbestos and related heaith problems.

Lagat Affsin. AIA/NA sesks to provide is mambers
with information on responsibilities and obligations under
the vanous lsws and reguistions that affect the use of
asbestos,

Employes Relstions. The Amocistion makes available
informational materials to assist its members in presanting a
resiistic picture of health problems asocizted with the
processing of asbestos and the procsdures required o
oliminmhmdnohumaintmmm

Customer Rdlﬁmsmofunwidm-qmd
oﬂmnﬁ”mpublidtvwhiwmh-min
Tecant yaary, spacial ¢fort has been made by the Asocis-
tion to provide its members with factusl information to
overcome the spprshensions that have arisen it some
customer relationshipe.

interindustry Relations, AIA/NA maintaing a clos
working relstionship with various groups amociated with
the industry, such as the Asbestos Textile institute, The
Asbestos Cament Pipe Producers Association, The Asbestos
Cement Products Association, the Nationsi Aswociation of
Filter Material Manufacturers, the Thermsl  Insulation
Manufacturers Association, Inc., and the Friction Materials

01-0217870

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
asbestosclaims.law/library/20942/3


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/20942/3

expertise to the American Socisty for Testing and
Materials, American National Standarg Institute, American

Sandards |neritute, Ing, The Asociation contributes its q
Industrial Hygiene Amociation, and other technical EI0Cia- A

Narth America

tions. ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSOGiaT:! g
Intermationst Relstions. The heaith probierns which have Amatex Corporgtion
been astocisted with asbestos are not, of course, unique to Norristown, Pennsyivania
North America. Indeed, a grest desl of the medicsl Asbestos C
literature on asbestos and Reaith and dust control tech- an'm Quebec, Canacs
nelogy come from outside the United States, though . '
America is the largest processor of asbestos-containing The Bandix Corporation
productt AJA/NA is privileged to exchange information : Southfield, Michigan
and is clossly sssocisted with the Quebec Asbestes Mining . Cassiar Asbestos Corporsti
Association and the institute of Occupationst and Environ. Toronto, Ontario Canmm' b
mental Hesith (Canada), the Asbestosis Resesrch Council . ’ ’
4nd the -Asbestos Information Committes (Unitsd King- Cement Asbestos Producn Compsny
dom), the Chambre Syndicale de i'Amiants (France), and Sirmingham, Alabama
similarly ofiented groups throughout the worid, Cartain-teed Products Corporation
Vailey Forge, Pennsyivania
Congoleum Industries, incorpoeated
Kesamny, New Jorsey
AlA/NA recognizes the hesith problems ssxociated with ’ Nanend Asaciation of Filter Manufacturen, inc.
CXCESIiVe OXDOSIr® D ssbestps dust The Association Kingston, New York
deaicates ity efforts to the control of this hazerd 3o that it The Flimtkots Co.
is possibie to continue to enjoy the unique benefis of East Rutherford |
S3HESIOT WIthout rigk, ord. New Jersey
GAF Corporstion
New York, N.Y.
. Gariock Incorporated
Rochester, New York
Southern Ashestos
Charlotts, North Caroling
Jim Waitsr Resesrch
X - St. Petersburg, Fiorids
T Johns-Manville Corpoeation
Cenver, Colorado
B Kentile Fioors, Incorporated
Brookiyn, New York
. - Nationsi Gypsum
- Buffalo, New York
Nicoiet Industries, incorporated
s Ambier, Pennsyivania
North American Asbestos Corporstion
i Chiesgo, {Hinois
Raybestos-Manhataan, Ine,
. . ) Trumbull, Connecticut
or further information: Supracsr Manutacturing Corporstion
Robert H. Mereness, Executive Director New York, N.Y.
Asbestos Information Association/North Amaerica Union Carbide Corporation
1660 L Street, N.W. New York, N.Y.
Washington, D.C. 20038 Uvslde Rock Asphait Compeny
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