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‘ In recent years, intensive interest has been focused o
n 

man’s environment: the air he dreathes, the water he 

drinks, the condition of his workpiace, the products 

available to him which might be harmful. 

In the rush to publicize man’s environmental problems, 

asbestos became a prime target of some writers and 

spokesmen who seized upon the freely admitted fact that 

excessive exposure to asbestos dust can be injurious, More 

frequentiy than not, those who addressed themseives to the 

asbestos-heaith issue did so with words to frighten rather 
: 

than eniighten. Cursory reference to scientific data and re 

little or no account of the accomplishments of the industry . ’ . 

to protect its workers and control the discharge of asbestos 

fiber into the environment was usual rather than ex- 

ceptional. 

ALANA Is Established 
7 

a 

For many yeers, most asbestos producer and process
ing el 

companies have had programs for dust control and worker 

protection. individusliy, they responded to the questions of 

governmental agencies, news media, public interest gro
ups, 

and the general public with regerd to hazerds of asbesto
s in 

the workplace and in the environment. These individual 

efforts, costly and often duplicative, lead to the formation, 

. in December of 1970, of the Asbestos Information Associ- 

. ation/North Americs: 3 group of asbestos companies in the 

United States and Canada working together for the com- 

: mon interest of 2 vital industry challenged by relatively new 

and often confusing information concerning ssbestos and 

P heeith. 
; At the time AIA/NA was established, government 

agencies were formulsting programs to requiate and control 

’ meteriais deemed hazardous to health. Asbestos was pro- 

nounced one of these materiais. ALA/NA filled the gap for 

the asbestos industry for a collective organization to obtai
n 

and dismminate authoritative information concerning the 

asbestos industry with. emphasis on the safety, heaith, a
nd 

environmental issues. Today, AIA/NA uniquely represents 

the overall asbestos industry with governmental groups, 

news media, and others, focusing its attention on the work 

of the industry in occupational safety, health, and environ- 
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mental affairs and on the lifesaving and other benefits 
available through the many uses of asbestos. The govern. 
ment and public retations services of AIA/NA are avaiiabie 
to product-oriented trade groups associated with the 
industry. 

Organization of the Association 

AIA/NA is an incorporated, non-profit organization. 
Any company or corporation involved in the mining, 
milling, processing, of selling of asbestos in the United 
States or Canada is eligible for membership in the Associ- 
ation, Each member. company or corporation is entitied to 
3 seat on the board of directors through its authorized 
representative, with full and equai voting rights for the 
conduct of the Association's affairs. Reguiar meetings of 
the directors are held quarterly. Committees meet as 
necessary to provide study and advisory functions for the Association. The annual meeting of AIA/NA is held in 
September at which time officers of the Association are 
elected. The work of the Association is funded from dues 
of its members, based on a percentage of cost of fiber 
purchased for use in the manufacture of products. Members 
who do nat manufacture asbestos products are essessed a 
flat fee determined by the directors, 

AIA/NA Objectives 
These are the objectives of the Association: 

To provide industry-wide information on asbestos and 
health, and on industry efforts eliminate existing 
hazards. 

To cooperate with government agencies in developing iand implementing industry-wide standards for worker protection and for the control of asbestos dust emissions 
into community air and water. > 
To exchange information an. methods and techniques of 
asbestos dust control. 

To correct misleading and. uninformed reportage on 
asbestos-health problems, 

To publicize the unique benetits and imporwnce of asbestos products and otherwise represant the aebestos 
industry. 

Government Relations. in 1973, the AIA/NA office wes 
moved from New York City to Washington, D.C. to 
facilitate liaison with the Federal Government. The Associa 
tion routinely reports on activities of Congressional com- 
mittess concerned with activities relatable to the sebestos 
industry and provides a continual working relationship with 
such government reguiatory agencies as the Occupational 
Safety and Hesith Administration, Environmental Pro 
tection Agency, Food and Orug Administration, and 
Bureau of Mines. The Association has appeared before thes 

TOT a re enn ee ne ee pe tae 

made available specialists from its members to sit on . governmental advisory committees, and has presented Specific quidance for the preparation of Standards affecting the industry. AIA/NA’s government relations are also 

Medicai Affairs. desides serving as a central agency for the collection and dissemination of medical information on asbestos-related disease, AIA/NA is represented at major medical meatings of interest to its members and sponsors medical research on asbestos and heaith. 

Environmental Control. Through its Standards and Technical Committee of experts in the fiekts of industriai hygiene, occupational safety and plant engineering, AIA/NA follows and evaluates new developments in dust control methodology and Monitoring techniques. The Association makes availabie its findings through various publications. 

Public Relations. To meet the public interest in the asbestos-hesith issue, the Association is extensively invoived in answering queries of news media; private groups and individuals; Preparing letters to editors in whose publica tions misleading articies appear: assisting feature writers, and, in short, taking ail reasonable Steps to present to the public a balanced view of the asbestos-health issue. AIA/NA has distributed over 3,000 Specially prepared information kits concerning asbestos and retated health probiens. 

Legal Affair, AIA/NA seeks to provize its members with information on responsibilities and obligations under the vanous laws and regulations that affect the use of asbestos, 

Employee Relations. The Association makes aaiiabie informational materials to assist its members in Presenting a realistic picture of heaith problems associated with the processing of asbestos and the procedures required to Ciminate hazards to health in the workplace. 

Customer Relations. Secause of the widespread and 
often misieeding publicity which ssbestes has received in 
recent years, special effort hes been made by the Asocia- 
tion to provide its members with factual information to 

customer relationships. 

inter-industry Relations, AIA/NA maintains a close 
working rejationship with various oups esmociated with 
the industry, such as the Asbestos Textile Institute, The 
Asbestos Cement Pipe Producers Association, The Asbestos 
Cement Products Association, the National Association of 
Filter Material Manufacturers, the Thermal Insulation 
Manufacturers Association, inc, and the Friction Materials 
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Standards institute, Inc. The Association contributes its expertise to the American Society for Testing and Materials, American Nationat Standard Institute, American Industrial Hygiene Association, and other technical astocia- tions, 

Internationa! Relations. The health Problems which have been associated with asbestos are not, of course, unique to North America. indeed, a @eat deal of the medica literature on asbestos and heaith and dust contro! tech nology come from outside the United States, though America is the largest processor of asbestos-containing products. AIA/NA is Privileged to exchange information and is closely associated with the Quebec Asbestos Mining Association and the institute of Occupational and Environ. mental Health (Canada), the Asbestosis Research Councit and the Asbestos Information Committee (United King dom), the Chambre Syndicale de {‘Amiante (France), and Similarty oriented groups throughout the worid, 

AIA/NA recognizes the health Problems associated with excessive exposure to ssbestos dust The Association Cedicates its efforts to the control of this hazard so that it is possible to continue to enjoy the unique benefits of 

For further information: 

Robert H. Mereness, Executive Director 
Asbestos information Association/North America 1660 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, 0.C. 20036_ 
{202} 223-4885 

Ala\ 
North America 

ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCIATION 

Amatex Corporation 
Norristown, Pennsylvania 

Atlas Asbestos Compeny 
Montreai, Quebec, Canada 
The Bendix Corporation 
Southfield, Michigan 
Cassian Ashestos Corporation, Ltd. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Cement Asbestos Products Compeny 
S8irmingham, Alabama 

Cartain-teed Products Corporation 
Vatley Forge, Pennsyivania 

Congoleum industries, incorporated 
Kearny, New Jersey 
National Asociation of Filter Manufacturers, inc. Kingston, New York 

The Flintkote Co. 
East Rutherford, New Jersey 
GAF Corporstion 
New York, N.Y. 
Garlock incorporated 
Rochester, New York 
Southern Asbestos 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
dim Walter Research - St. Petersburg, Florids 
Johne-Manville Corporation 
Denver, Colorado 
Kentile Floors, Incorporated 
Brookiyn, New York 

National Gypsum 
Buffalo, New York 
Nicolet incustries, Incorporated 
Ambier, Pennsyivania 
North American Asbestos Corporation Chicago, Ilinots 

Raybestos-Manhattan, Ine. 
Trumbull, Connecticut 
Supradur Manutacturing Corporation 
New York, N.Y. 
Union Carbide Corporation 
New York, N.Y, 
Uvalde Rock Asphait Company 
San Antonio, Texas 
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