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January 2%, 1273

Mr, Lewis Bergman

The Editor

The New York Times Magazine
229 ves*t {43 Strset

Mew York, lMlew York 10036

Dear Mr. Bergman:

In a New York Tires Sunday Magactine article entitled "Askestcs, the sa
of lives, has a deadly side" (Janusry 21), your writer, Robert Sherrill

unjustly and harshly attacked the Unitaed States asbestos industry £ b

alleged total irresponsibility regarding the health hazards faced by its
erplcvees from the inhalation of astestos dust.

Mr. Sherrill created this herrendous and erroneous portrait by the simole
procedurs of gurpezefully igncring and refusing to include in his article
any aviderce to the contrary, even thougn data on medical research spcns
by the industry, roney $pent on dust control squizment over the vears an
other relevant informatien was sent him by the industry, and which ne
clainms to have read thoroughly.

red

-
-
-

Although Mr. Sherrill did make a token approach to the industry for its
comments. nhe refusad either %< meet wizh industry representatives oI <o
visit an asbestos piant, claiming that he did not have enough _time to e

so. A lack of vime can never serve 23 & legitimate excuse for a jowrnalist’s
failure to properly research and document an article.

In printing Mz, Sherrill's cne=-sided and irresponsible article, Tha liew Zoxk
Times assumes responsibilisy for its contents, and thersfeore has a sTrcng
moral as well as journalistiz obligaticn to princ the attached letter et
clarification, Wnile we azgreciate tha% Its length 15 somswhat unus:zal,

in comparison with the 20 or so columns aliotted to Mr. Sherrill, our
letter, if anything, is rot long enough.

We await your response.
Very truly yours,
Zfattior 1. _deodorue

vatthew M. Swetonic
Exacutive Secratary

Enclosure

o\ 030%% \7

Asbestos Information Association trial exhibit AIA-35: Matthew M. Swetonic to Lewis Bergman, The New York Time...

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 20943 - Page 1 of 1

asbestosclaims.law/library/20943/1


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/20943/1

