
” " Asbestos Information Association/North America 

22 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 

(212) 661-8206 

September 1, 1971 

Mr. Raymond J. Sachs 

President and Treasurer 
- YPORTER-IAYDEN CO, , 

* 825 Frelinghuysen Avanue 
Newark, New Jerscy 07114 

Dear Mr. Saclis: 

) Are you aware that: 

* The Federal Government is preparing emission standards that 
will apply to every U.S. mine, manufacturing plant, fabricating 
shop or field contracting operation that uses asbestos or 
ashestos-containing products. 

* Illinois proposes an outright ban by 1975 on new vehicles with 
brake linings containing asbestos. | . 

* Fireproofing with asbestos-containing spray compounds has 
been banned in half a dozen cities and states. 

_* The Federal Food and Drug Administration and the Federal 
Trade Commission are considering actions restricting or 
banning certain uses of asbestos on the,basis of..alleged..- vse me. 

“we health hazards “tthe” gencral public. rete Era ee 

* To present the asbestos/health problem in its proper perspective to 
government: agencies and to counteract the increasingly heavy attacks 
upon asbestos in the press and elsewhere, eight companies last December 
tounded the Asbestos Information Association/North America to serve.as. 
spokesman for the asbestos-using industry. 

In cight months of operation, the AIA/NA has demonstrated its effective- 
ness, as evidenced by the accomplishments detailed in the attached 
prospectus, 

The job to be donc, however, is growing and the full support of the . 
entire industry is needed -in this vital communications effort. There-: ~ 
fore we invite your company to join the AIA/NA. ne 

To help ,you | evaluate. the merits ‘of ‘membership, the ATA/NA is _ presenting © 
an informational seminar at the Union League Club, -38 Fast. 3/th! Street,: 

_ New York. City,. on. “Tuesday ;sScptember’ 21,° 1971. “This” program,’ ‘which” : 
~ wild commence -at 10:00. a.m,. and: conclude by 4: 00 pem., will review. the. 
asbestos/health. hazards ---real and alleged -- the status and outiook 
regarding government regulations and the AIA/NA communications campaign: «0: - 
being, directed toward key., péople in government, science and the ‘general 

wee” - 

2? 

Sponsercd by Atlag Asbestos Ca., Certain-tead Products Corp., Flinttete Co., GAP Corp., dutns-tgnville Com. 
Natlonel Gypsum Co., Panocon Carp., Ruybestus- fAnutuntten, tac., and Viornivord Cap, a ee 
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We urge you to attend or he represented at this important meeting. 
A return card is enclosed for your convenience in indicating 
attendance. 

Sincerely, : 

TS, Cera wu 
G. Gas Spb 

Executive Vice President 
and General Manager 

Atlas Asbestos Company 

S.D. Weaver 

Vice President and 
General Manager 

Cement Asbestos Products vempany 

ln on won 

Decor Vice President 

a in-teed Products Corporation 

J.A. - Rishel: Jr. 

Vice President 
The Flintkote Company 

R. Power, 3 Prasde, Jr. 
Vice President 
GAF Corporation : 

F.J. SolonyJr. 

Vice President 

Cn ee Corporation 

cht La, a VUE ohn P 

President, Building Products Division 
National Gypsum Company —-., 

Voge CLS al- pple et saeee Vane a - ; ; met 

C.E. Tennesson, Jr. 
President a 

ree ‘Corporation / 

2 Ow, UN ‘ami (a room . a 
William S. Simpson 
President 
Raybestos-Manhattan 
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PROSPECTUS 

ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCIATION/NORTH AMERICA 

In the past few years, the subject of possible occupational and public health 

hazards associated with the manufacture and use of asbestos and 
asbestos- 

containing products has become a topic of national interest and concern, Many 

groups, both governmental and private, are investigati
ng, attacking and cn- 

couraging or imposing regulations on asbestos and its uscs. 

The Federal Government, through the authority granted it under the Occupational 

Health and Safety Act and the Clean Air Act, is developing strict standards for 

occupational and environmental cxposure to asbestos. 
[Earlicr this year, the 

Federal Environmental Protection Agency listed asbestos as 
onc of the first 

three "hazardous air pollutants" for which emission standard
s would be 

vw merswa Mastablished-~In addition,- ea numberof city-.and..state. gover
nments , have already, 

banned or limited certain uses of asbestos because of suspected pub
lic hazard. 

Certain politicians, both in the U.S. and in Canada, have soug
ht to-cash in on 

the current interest in the environment by attacking asbest
os. 

In the private sector, adverse publicity has been genc
rated by such environ- 

mentalists and consumer protect.on advocates as Barry 
Commoner, Rene Dubos, 

Paul Ehrlich and Ralph Nader, who with ‘increasing frequency
 have been attacking 

certain uses of asbestos and including it in their list of publi
c. heal th hazards. 

Certain doctors have also attracted ‘national attention by th
eir. comment 5 on. the . 

supposed ‘hazards'‘6f asbestos to the -general-public. Mo ome 8 

an . . ie oo} a oe . fas 

Newspapers, magazines, radio and television stations, both ‘i
n ‘the Ue se and in. 

Canada, have picked up the story and spread it across the co
untry. The result 

ae, 
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ee 

made. ‘considerable independent efforts prior’ to” ‘i971 to" "atquaint’ “government” “F 

-2- 

of this publicity has beer that the public is being given the impression 

that all uses of asbestos are potentially hazardous... This is simply not 

true. The facts of asbestos-related disease are simply stated: 

1. Asbestos-related health risks are basically confined to the 

occupational and para-occupational sctting. 

2. The cffects of excessive inhalation of asbestos are both 

time and dose related, This means that asbestos-related 

diseases may devclop, generally, only after the inhalation 

of substantial amounts of asbestos dust over a substantial 

period of time. 

3. Despite the comments of certain doctors to the contrary, 

there is presently no evidence of hazard to the general 

public £rom exposure to the minute amounts of asbestos that’ 

may be present ir community air. 

These facts have been detcrmined by nearly half a century of studics and 

research. Much additional rescarch is being conducted today, a substantial 

portion of it being sponsored by the Canadian asbestos mining companies through 

the Quebec Asbestos Mining Association and by independent companies in the - 

asbestos industry. This rescarch is helping provide much of the scientific 

basis for future information programs on the part of the North American 

asbestos industry. 

In the matter of providing information, some companfés’ “in ‘the asbestos industry. 
ae 

officials, “members of the news media and the general ‘public with the facts 

about asbestos-health, and to place the problem in its proper perspective. 

While some success had been achieved in these areas, especially in working 

ae | 44011 
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with the press, it was difficult co rebut uninformed criticism as individual 

companies, ‘Therefore, in Necember 1970, cight* companies in the asbestos 

industry formed the Asbestos Information Association/North America.?* 

The objectives of the AIA/NA are to: 

1. Provide an authoritative channel of communication to all 

publics, 

2, Publicly rebut irresponsible and uninformed criticism. 

3. Propagate the benefits and indispensability of asbestos 

through advertising, publicity, speeches, etc. 

While the Association has been im operation for less than a year, it has already 

established itself in many circles as spokesman for the asbestos manufacturing 

industry in North America. Some of the activitics and accomplishments of the 

AIA/NA since its formation include: 

1. A press briefing attended by approximately two dozen SCLCNCOmm ne ~ nemeanens 

writers and editors was held in New York on March 2 to acquaint 

the press with the facts about asbestos-health and about industry | 

efforts in the health area. Many favorable stories appeared as a 

result of the briefing. | 

2. Background material, including balanced or favorable medical 

papers and AIA/NA position papers on various aspects of the 

asbestos-health problem, was sent to 300 editors and science 

ae vy 3.:-7Spokesmen | representing, the, Association testified 1 at Nearinge_« on 
eas Sead Saas ra 

* Cement Asbestos Products Co., Certain-teed Products Corp., Flintkote Co., XE 3 
GAF Corp., Johns-Manville Corp., National Gypsum COs | Panacon Corp., Raybestos- . 
Manhattan, Inc. 

 4g082 
** Atlas Asbestos Company joined the “ATA/NA in july 1971 ° 
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York City, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, Philadelphia and the 

State of New York. While the AIA/NA was unsuccessful in its 

efforts to defeat the proposed bans, the Association placed 

itself on record as being opposed to the banning of any 

ashestos-containirng product on the unproven supposition that 

its application or use might constitute a hazard to the general 

public. 

4. Letters or telegrams of rebuttal on misleading or erroncous 

statements in the press and on radio and television have been 

sent to various publications and individuals, such as ENVIRONMENTAL 

ACTION; GOOD HOUSEKEEPING; William Ruckelshaus, head of the 

Federal Envirormental Protection Agency; and Jerome Kretchmer, 

Environmental Protection Administrator of the City of New York. 

5. A meeting was arranged and held in Washington D.C. in May between. 
Leet NRE ASE Tre aye IRR 8 Nee Mee PO a TGS NE RN ap mR REAM RR RE Fe I ae aie are aang segerttie eat tet ad 

an AIA/NA team of medical and technical experts and those officials 

in the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), including 

Dr. John Middleton, head of the Federal air pollution control 

office, responsible for regulating asbestos emissions under the 

Clean Air Act. 

6. In late April, the AIA/NA was contacted by the EPA to nominate 

industry environmental control experts to serve ona Federal] 

committee to review the Proposed Federal emission “standards on. 

“asbestos. “All three industry nominees were’ “subsequently appointed a 
z 

~~ 

“to “the” “commi ttée: peas a’ “résult;" ‘thie ‘atari ‘member ‘companies were. “AS 

re “the: only ones: in” “che industry in. a “position. to review, wand comment ~ 

upon the proposed standards _at an: ‘early stage in ‘the regulatory 

ee Process. oe, 44013 
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12. 

Fenty of Minerals" have. been produced. currently under ~ 

preparation’ are ay a “history of “[ndustry sponsors minicar 

‘health research, (2)° a major “overall study of ‘the ‘problem, “and” 

(3) a question and answer card for use by salesmen, plant | 

-5- 

A seminar for the dashington D.C. representatives of the 

AIA/NA member companies was held in May to acquaint them with 

the various aspects of the asbestos-health situation, especi
ally 

as they are effected by government activities, and to enlist 

their aid in dealing with these problems at the Federal level. 

A series of AIA/NA ads on the vital uses of asbestos in our 

modern technological society is being run in four major American 

publications -- U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, BUSINESS WERK, NEWSWERK 

and THE WALL .STREET JOURNAL. 

An AIA/NA public service television clip on the use of asbestos 

in brake linings has appeared on television stations across the 

nation. 

Testimony on behalf of the AIA/NA was submitted at U.S. Senate 

hearings in August on a toxic substances control bill that could 

affect certain uses of asbestos, Press. xeports of the hearings. |...
 

generally gave some space to the industry's position. 

The AIA/NA has assisted the Federal Trade Commission, the Federal 

Food and Drug Administration, and the U. Ss. Public. Health Service 
. a aren . 

in efforts to determine the health facts about the use of asbestos 

in women's coat material in order to mitigate the nation-wide 

adverse publicity generated by this subject. 

AIA/NA position papers on such topics as "Asbestos and Human 

Health,’ " "Asbestos and the: General Public,” and " "Asbestos: A. 

. aD leet 

we : 

IAL ate = a wD So Oe sath ey hate a. wee a SE. De GS 

tO 

managers, and other company personne] in replying to questions 

Po
x commonly asked about asbestos and health. 44018 
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13, Each month, AIA/NA member companies a
re sent a packet of recent 

medical. papers and an evaluation 
of their content, newspaper 

and magazine clippings, and other ite
ms of interest relating 

to the health question. 

14. Working relationships have been e
stablished with doctors, govern- 

ment officials at all levels, and oth
ers involved in asbestos- 

health research and regulation. 

15. Close contact is maintained with
 other associations in the 

industry, such as the Asbestos Texti
le Institute, the Asbestos- 

Cement Products Association, the Nat
ional Insulation Manu- 

facturers Association, and also wi
th the British Asbestos Infor- 

mation Committee and similar BrOUPS 
in France and the Benelux 

countries. 

“wo assist in carrying out these activities,
 the “ATA/NA retains the “sérVices 

of the Environmental Health Unit of Hil
l and Knowlton, Inc., the largest public 

relations agency in the world. H&K has been public relations counsel to
 Johns- 

ee Manville in‘ the asbestos-health ar
ea for a number of years, and has done an - - ees eg 

outstanding job. 

The AIA/NA is governed by a Board o
f Directors, elected by the member 

companies. / 

The newly elected: President of the AIA
/NA is Albert H. Fay of National Gypsum._ 

_ He succeeds Harold McNabb of Certain-teed.'
 

- 

the third in the: area’ of environment
al’ 

* a 

control/industrial hygiene. They, consult with officers. of the ATA/
NA,, ite, 

‘experienced in » public. relations, 

legat-counsel and other consultants as necessary. 
4a01s 
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4 

For 1971, the expenses of the AIA/NA are being underwritten by Johns-Manville. 

It is anticipated that funding for succeeding years will be shared by m
ember 

companies. 

For the program of the AIA/NA to be successful, the support of the entire 

industry is needed. Asbestos-health is not just an individual problem that 

each company can handle on its own, It has grown far beyond that. What is 

needed now is a concerted effort by all members of the asbestos mi
ning, milling 

and manufacturing industry in North America to halt and reverse th
e dangerous | 

trend of thinking in the United States and in Canada with regard 
to the 

supposed hazards of asbestos fiber. The banning of the use of asbestos in 

certain products and processes is already a reality, and this trend may 
) 

continue and grow if the true facts are not presented in a bold and forceful 
[ 

manner, 
. 

¢#o# #¢ # # 

bs 
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