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Septecber 23, 1343

. T...dv-'5 Eektcen, Ixecutive Director
Ra%iz=21 Advisory Cancer Ccouz=cil
ZZ wast Z:: Streeat
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T=a=%3 for your lefter of Septexber 27. I
Th=% a===3 tne various pneu_onocsnioses, asteastosls
5:11: ig in 1ndnst=ial l=zcrvance. It i3 a
Jaflnite dlgaase 2niirely resullizs in disabili‘y in adzznced
ez323,. 1% .13 chasactarized by fib ras*s whichk tegins about the

Ses=i=2Y Trxzzmzhiciesg _nd apreads into the parenchyma of tkhe
iz 2s & 417039 obliterating fidlawosis. Chronlc flibrous
228 sozkysesa a.e essen"“’ copeenz=ittant reacstions.
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The nn.bers of perscna exposel to asbestos
dugs iz t=ta countcy is d.r‘* suls t2 establish. XHaost of the
casas have occurred in e abri ting plants of ¥orth Carolira
anéd Tennyylvania where the fibrous mirneral 13 wovenr with cotton
to croduze asbestos blath bra_e tands, and alectrical insulatlon.
A considerzble nugber of persons are also sxposed in the electrical
tndustries whers Asbestos s used in Lasalating not only wiricg
but moser armatures. The U. S. ¥avy h2s had a real oroblem
fron the use of asbestos in-insulatiag marine bollers, electrical
installations and otker insulating work.

I have always falt that asbestosls probably
created no spaclfic predisposition to culmonary cancer. IZowever,
"evidence to trB“cantraﬁy-cunt1nues—tc-accu=u_ate—- In the last’
nunber of the Anerican’'Journal of Pathology, Hocberger recortis
3 new cases making a total of 1S in which the two conditlons are
associated. For this reascn I do not believe thz=t we can afford
to neglect the matter much longer.

Under separate cover, I an sending you two coples
each of reprints describing earller Saransc Laboratory studies of
the subjecst.
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Sincerely yours,

Leroy U. Gardzmer, M. D.
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