
ASELOTOS TEXTILE INOTITUTS 

Air NHypieno Committec Mectine 
VieIncesday, March 1%, 1955 

In attendance: 

J. Vi. Veber, D. Re. Holmes, T. G. Sehmidt, ©, Te. founscen. he I, 
Jackson, and Gucst K, we. Smith, M.D. 

Dr. Ke. We Smith, Medical Director for Jonhna-l:: » ALctcoustca tic 
mcdical aspects of asbestcsis. The distiartuneses to pulaonery tunc- 
tion, and the pathology of the discase wore 2wigieatcd. Dirvercatia- 
tion of silicosis and asbestosis was clearly outlined. It was 
establisned that- 

&. asbestosis docs not nredisnucss ty tut -reculotiv 
be. asbestos dust per se is rolatively Janocuous; it is the long 

fibre (10 to 50 microns) that arc the fivorosis producing 
elenents, 

c. the amcosite fibre produce pulmonary damage more rapidly then 
the chrysctile 

a. there is consideradie variation in individuel suseentibility 
to idonti-al oxposures 

c. in acditien to a seund engineering vrogram an adequate nevi- 
cal progran is essential to disezse control 

£. jod applicants with healed tuberculcesis, poor ruspiratory 
System, or deformed chest structure siould not te assigned 
to asbestcs expcsurcs. ° 

Considerable discussisn unsued, during vhich nwagrous specific ques- 
tions of the Committe nemocrs were ansvercd. 

it was the concensus of tho Conmittce that considerable valuc to the 
Industry could be obtained through a meeting of the medical personnel 
of the Institute members. It was recowncndcd that connany-relatcd 
doctors be invited to the noxt mecting of the Air Hygicne Conmittce 
on June llth. It was pronosed that at this mecting a progran provid- 
ing for the accumulation and exchange of disease experience of the 
member counanies be developed. 

The discussion of air sumpling techniques brought to light criticisn. 
of currently accepted methods, and the realization that surveys to 
date were recorded in terms of dust particles rather than fibres. In 
the light of the Saranac research results, fibre concentrations are 
the critical factor. Dust particles per se are of nuisance veluc 
only. It is the reconmmenlation of the Committee that research vo 
donc to determine which of the several available types of air sampling 
cquipment is most efficient in collecting and evaluating air-born 
fibre concentrations. 

Sub conmittces chairmancd by D. R. Holnes and T. G. Schmiat have been 
appointed to investigate these tivo faccts of our problem and renort 
will be made at the next meeting. 
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It was agreod that these basic inquirics shoulda ve made before a 
more comprehensive proposal for an industry-wide hygicne survey rro- 
gram is submitted to the Institute. 

Papers on specific successful applications of dust control will be 
presented at Subsequent meetings. 

iH. lie Jackson 
Chairman 
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