Mr, A. W.. Spedding

i Asbestos Textile Institute MHeeting
Sent. € £ G, 125y

Air Hyoiene § Manufacturina Committee

Fersons Attending:

R. B. Smitn Raybestos - Manhattan - Chairman
J. L. Mitcheli, H. KK, Porter Co.

H. £. Paim, Raybestos =- Manhattan

Atkinson, Johns - Manville

Mullinson, English Astestos Co.

L. D. Horowitz, Keasbey & Mattison Co.

Discussion:

The meeting was very informal and the members were willing to discuss
freely any subject concerning asbestos. However, their experience is pri=-
marily in thetextile field., (Industrial hyaiene and dust controi are not

their personal specialties although they are very interested in these sub=~
jects.

These members responded readily to my cuestions concerning their
Experience Ratings with respect to Comoensation (laims cue to Jccupaticnal
Disease (0.D.} caused by asbestos dust exposure. [t wac the ceneral con-
sensus that the industry must accept dust control in orcer to stay in
business. All present agreed that at least 10 to 29 per cent of Capital
Expendlture was fordust control.in the asbestos textile mills, T T

As a result of such dust control in conjunction with ceriodic dust
monitoring, these piants have been able to maintain average dust concen-
trations below the maximum allowable concentration of § mppcfa? Two
members claimed that they attempt to keep concentrations below 2z mppcfa.
It was agreed by all members present that lower dust counts meant lower
occupation disease claims,

g

One member related his company's experience with occupational disease,
About twenty years ago they had &0 0.D. cases, and dust exposures of 200
mppefa. A dust control proaram was initiated at that time and 40 of these
people were retired. Dust counts today average less than § rppcfa and

conpensation claims of the remaining 0.D. cases have beccre progressively
less, and they expect no compensation from newer emnlovees.

In summary, all members claimed to have cood dust control programs
with frequent dust monitoring; pre~employment physicals including large-
size x-rav as well as vearlv ¥-ray to compare with previous picture to
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cneck progressinn, ang @ respirator program for dusty atmospheres with the

tnreat of discrarge if masks are not usec.

Srnvirorn—ent3l) “ezaltn Survewv:

The inpstiture is seekinz 1o stancardize air sarpling and dust count
procesure as well as redical ard X-ray interpretations arong memper com=

panies, The oricipal plan had resn to use a 1z3m of mecdical

and tecnnical

memper personrnei to visit each piant in order o obtain necessary carte,
sampies, etc, However, it was readlized that this was time consuming and
tha1 mamber personne!l probably coulo not zet the time to do this.

We were tnererore requested to discuss this with manazsement in order
to datermine to winat extent we coula cconerate, C(Coula we send our plant
personnel as members of sucn a team or would we prefer to contribute to
the cost of cetting outside people to do this. This question shouid be

answered before the next A,T,!. meeting.

“ mppcfa - Million Particles Per Cubic Foot of Air.

Leon D. Horowitz
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