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18 January 1965

Hr, Je Te Griffis .
H. K. Poztar Co., Inc. ;
Thermoid Division '
Charlatte, N. C.

Gentlemen:

I am attaching an article which was writfen and appeared in
"The Plaic Dealerv, January 12, 1965 (n Cleveland, Ohis. We
kave slready recetved several inquiries on this report from
customers.

Alchough this lists various occupations having siguificantly
bigh lung cancer mortality rates, {c certainly is alarming
as far as our industry i{s concerned.

I cthink that this article should be the subi=ct of soma con-
varzation in ouxr Zozrd of Governcrs meeting in February.

Va truly _f,n:n.u's,,’___‘> ;
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THE PLAIN DEALER January 12
npo<ewm:m

- By JOSEPRINE

- ROBERTSON
Copyrunt, 3988, The Fula Dealer
. Asbestos, used In maore
than 3,000 Amercan products
from textiles to Insulation

ONE IN A SERIES

and flooring, has recently be-
come a subject of Inlerngtion.
al concern as a cause of can-
cer.

Inhatation af ashestos &:.
was gald to be a rapldly grow-
fng heallh problem in tha
world’s 1odustria) countries,

-
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Ohio

s bean -nl!;’ll“.l.'.‘-l. -
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vonference op the ..Eo_on_ns—
hazards of asbestos” %on.
sared in New York by the
-New York >29.._=< c»
Sclences. .

The United States
more of the world's annual
production of 3,055,000 short
tong than any other natlon.
For this reason a number of
American sclentists at the
conference Indicated that a
thorough study of the as.
bestos-cancer problem was
needed here 1o order to dellne

S

. 1965,

Exrerts

al a threeday E:uummour_

uses

B N L LR

= 10 -o_zzo_._u could be sought
loglcally, )

w»:&un_o:‘ Informatlon
concernlng the eccurrence of
slckness and death among
Amerlcan asbestos workers
was sald to be largely lack-
Ing or unavailable. -

THREE NEW YORK re-
searchers wera able to study
a small gsegment of the as-
bestos - cancer problem
through cooperation of the
New York and New Jersey
locals of the International As-
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.

non_m:on of Heat and Frost
Iosulators and Asbestos Work-
ers.

These reseacchers were Dr.
Irving J. Selikoff, Dr. Jacob
Churg snd Dr. E. Cuyler
Hammond.

Dr. Hammond is director of
statistical research of the
American Cancer Soclely.

They lavestigated 307 con-
secutive deaths of persons
whe were unlon members
from Dec. 31, 1942, and Dec.

31, 1962. Of the 307 deaths it -
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Alarm

was found that 124 were from
cancer and 17 from asbestosls,
a disease from inhalatlon of
asbestos dust. These causes
accounled for about 45% of
_somo»c:. .

The cancers were: lung
carcinoma, 33; digeslive tracl
carcinoma, 35; mesothelioma,
a recently described asheslos-
related - cancer atislag from
linings of the chest and ab-
domiral wall cavities, 9, and
other cancers, 27,

The New York doctors con-
Contlnued on Page 5, Col. |
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“ v "cluded the lung cancers, the

mesotheliomas and probably

"M of the digpstive tract can.

cers appeared. to be “signifi.

~ cant complications of 1shes.
Llos inhalation,

IN Tilli UNITED STATES.
: ohe in six deaths [rom al
. causes is (rom cancer. Among
: the asbestos insulatlon work.
ers studied, more than gone in
three deaths was {rom can-

cer. )

From suel oireurnstantial
evidence the need (ar protecd
tiaa of such workers from in-
halation of ashestos becomes
¢lear,

These workers represent
enly one small sampling of
the thousands w'e are ex.

Feam Flrst Page

-

posed ta asbestos. They wers]

sald Lo be “primarily engaged

In construction work inm whichl|

they have relatively light in-
i lermittant axposure to aches.
. - toscontaining insulation .ma-.
' tecials.”

usled, maintenance or
sprayed fnsulation workers,
ac tose who do insulation
work at members of ather|
unions, such ag longshoremen,
ship builders, oil-burner and
boiler repairmen; railroad,
sheetmetal workars, laborers
and others in various trades.'

There {5 almost no informa.
lion about the effects of as-
bestos products en Amerioan
consumers and those incident.
ally exposed to it.

SOME RESEARCHERS

ed development af cancer in
wives of asbestos warkers,
who washed their husbands’
clothes, in dry cleaners who
handled such clothes, In peod
ple living 1n the geighberhood
of asbestos factories or along
the route by which asbestos
was hauled.

The asbestos Industry is
only one of many believed to
involve Inereased cancer
hazards-to workers and the
public, that are being handled

They did set- include’ “non.

{nadequately or not at all.

“Over hall of the industrial
plants’ fa this country lack
basic industrial hygiene can.
trol measures. The most geri.
ous deficiency is in the pro.
vision of adequate preventive
measursy in smaljl plants of
less than 500 employes, which
accounts for two thirds of the
(national) work force.” '

The above statement is
from the report of a commit-
tee formed at the request of
Surgeon General Luther L.
Terry to develop a program

health. The committee,
headed by Dr. Paul M. Gross.
professor of chemistry, Duke
Universily, spent a year on
the assignment.

One of the committee’s rec-
snumendadons Wil e carried
sut with the establishment of
2 natienal center for eaviren.
mental sciences “‘for an en-
hanced and major national ef-
{ort in environmental health.”
The centar will cost more than
$25 million. It will be situated
on a 400Q-acre tract ia South
Careolina in the Raleigh-Dur-
ham.Chapel Hiil area, it was
announced last week.

‘leer mortality by occubpatian
*in the entire United States,

.s¢ratched in uncovering

- ease hazards. During the past

IT IS BELIEYED that
scarcely the surface has been

American occupational  dise

year an analysis of lung can-

| wulicer LXperts Lye Asbestos FPerils

with significantly high mortal-
ity rates from lung dissase.
This was reported man\‘.ly_by
Dr. Robert J. Anderson, ¢hief
of the Bureau of State Serv-
ices of the U.S. Public Health
Service,

Workmen listed as having
significantly high lung cancer
mortality rates were: black-
smiths, f{orgemen, hammer-
men, carpenters, autd me-
chanics and repairmen, metal

molders, constructien paint-
érs, paperhangers and glaz-

from forsign countries report-ita {mprove environmental flers, plumbers and pipefitters,

statlonary engineers, tailors
and furriers, tiasmiths, cop-
persmiths and sheetl metal
workers, operatives in pri-
mary metal industries and
elevator aperators. -
As occupational healtlt sec-
tien in thé repert by Dr.
Grss’ commitiee concluded:
“There is a widening. gap be-
tween the new matarials be-
jng created and an under-
standing of their effects on
living systems . , . The indus.
trial worker i5 (irst expased
to the chemicals that find
their way into home use.

for problems of more far-
reaching consequencs and
alerl, scienti{icaily sound and
unblased investigations of oc.
cupational heaith prodlems

tons.'’

bag revealed Il occupations

can provide bases for later
community ~wide {nvestiga-

Next: The Persarai Smog.|
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“Industry is the incubatort
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