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October 28, 19¢4
Dr. Irving J. Selikofl

750 Broadway
faterson, New Jersey

Dear Doctor Selikoflf:

Qur client, tha Asbestos Textile Institute, has
raquested us to communicate to you the grave concaen which
all member companies share over the peaslbly misleacding
implications of recent articles carried in many local and
natlonal nawspapers an your report and news conference
concarning mesothelioma.

The linking togethar of aasbestos and mesothe-
lioma in a cauae and effact relationship is clearly mada
in the artiqie whicn appeared In Tha New Yoric Times of
October 7, YOBh. But in addltion™To descrloing your
commants on posalble cccupational hazards, that artlcle
also ascribas to you and to Dr. Hammond statements and
taferences that g£o veyond the confines of the studles
wnlca you actually conductad:

"Th2 worrliaome feature, Dr. Hammond
and Dr. Selikoff sald, ls the evidence
that agbestos, once taken into the body,
stays there Thus even a single heavy
expogure could contcelvably produce a can-
cer arter a latent period of 20 years of
more, they said.
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“"Thls idea, for 'wnich th2y said there
is some experimental as well a3 epldemio-
logical evidence could expand the rlsk freo
simply thosz2 occupatlonally exposed ¢

¥Ilrtually anycna who might only occasicnally
encounter asbestos dust."

Agaln, that article stated:

"The spezectalists who gave tha report
expresszd worry that the danger nigat net
be entirely restricted to a limlted occu-
pation group, but that it night te more
general and posaibly of conslideradble im- i
portance. There 13 no direct evidence to
subatantlate thla, they said, but come of
tha avallaisle findirgs hlnt that this may
ve the case.”

It i3 common lciowledge that davelosmencts 1a the
field of cancar and poasible causative factors or possidble
praventacive and curatlve m2asures are subja¢ta of very
goeal and vital publlic concarn. IC must be recognlized,
howaver, that ¢nly the uwest c¢areful and disvassionata erforss
in preseatlng the results of limited research in this fleld
t¢ the pucliccan avelid misinterpratation, oversinplification,
and exazgeration. Thls 1is particularly trus in dlscussins
with members of the press such llnited and tentative con-
¢luslons as those suggested by your studies.

nfounded inferences znd nints of danger, thouzgn
sura of alving wida distridbutlon, contrivute noething
to publfFunderstanding. ilor do thay aid intelligent
actlon B¥ anyoens, wnatnher at the individual or group leval
or in private or public agencles. The health and welflare
of workers in tte 23peatos and related induatries, no less
than the genaral oudbllie, in part of course rests upon wls=2
careful, and practlcal utilizatlon of selentific kncwledge.
Innocent but unwise treatment of res2aren data in nudlic
digcuaslions or leaving 1t to laymen to anpraciate the care-
fully phraaed limitatlons and qualllilcavions, ¢an cause

reactiona that are notc justifled by the state of aclentili
knewledze.
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Dr. Irving J. S2lilkeff -3- Cctobar 25, 1984

Tha efforts by mezabers of thils assoclation in
thalr own sclentiflc worit and medleal programa and 1a
cooparation with studlas oy such zZroups as the Public
Hlealtu Servica amply demonstrate taz wlllingnesa of thls
garc of th2 aszovestod industry ©o act ressenslibly and in-
telligenily 1ln matters inveolving the health and gafesy
of Lts ecmployzes and tha general pudllc as well. Theae
cempanles welccms all responslole efiforts along tnese llnea.

The Asbastos Taxtlle Iastitute urges no restralnt
upen indapendent medleal inquiry or reszarenh - lndaeed it
earn23tly desiras 2iganaion of 2xisting Knowledze in tals
field. Mor <o2s thls asseoclation 3232k in zny way £o disa-
couraze the right to discuss the resulis af such efforts.
But 1t does urz2 cautlon in tha dlscuasion of thase
activitias to avold providinz the Sasis for poasaivly
Janmazing and amisleadlng news storias. The rigat to study
and to élscuss thase subleces 1s ¢lear, of course. 2Rut
the gravity of the subject matter and the consaquznces
Imnlicltedly involved 1Iogos2 upon any who axercise those
rights a very high dzzrae of responaibility for

thaly
actvlons.
‘ Sincerely,

CATWALADER, WICKERSHAM &

TADT

do &
GDR/mre
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