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ASBESTOS TEXTILE INSTITUTE

P. 0. BOX 239
75 CENTER ST., POMPTON LAKES, N.J.07442

Fr)undcd 1944 - U. 8. A,
phone: 839-2214

Area code 201

2 EXHIBIT:

6 November 1964

Dt—u)u
‘ -zr—ﬂ-m

Mr, J. T. Griffis

H. K. Porter Co., Inc.
Thermoid Division

P. C. Box 10516
Charlotte, N, C,

Dear Mr. Griffis:

I am attaching three copies of news releases A, B and C which
were supposed to have been released to the press during the con-
ferance cn the Biological Effects of Asbestos at the Waldorf
Astoria several weeks ago.

Fortunately, due to the alertness of Mr, Edward Schuman of J/M

and Mr. Robert Cryor of North American Asbestos Company, these
releases were discovered before their release, and the resultant
ubicvu;oqa that arose in the meeting because i the sensationalism
of the material held up their issuance.

Tt is my oninian that this whale situation should be djscnssed
at the next Board of Governcr!s meeting but for my part I do not
beiieve that any further steps should be taken at this time.

X also feel that this subject should not be brought to the atten-

‘tion of other than management of our several companies, as any

general discussion on this situation by sales personnel with users

Tttt of our products, could possibly aggravate the situation and result
in individual opinions which could be damaging.

Y

I feel that Mr. Reycraft's letter accomplished, for the time being,
the fact that we, as an Industry, protest any irresponsible state-
ments being made to the press,

I would welcoms, and appreciate, an expression from the members
of the Board of Governors vegarding this very critical matter,

truiy yo

//5/? M’——A

¢ Y

JOHN A. BROWN, JR. -{Pkﬁsrn}:m

//sag
atet.
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Wew York Accdamy of Sciences
23t H3rd Streat
% Iew York, Mew York

TZupleton 8-0230

Yir. Szzuel Burger, Director of Public Relations

Tne
2z

l - FOR RELZASE: October 20, 1564
Y - IGH IHCIDENCI OF CANCER DEATHS
)T FOUID IN ASBESTCS WORKERS; ASEESTCS

IN ZEVIRONENT ALSQO THREATENS CITY DWZLIERS

New Yorx City, October 19, 166L4. A growing nuiber of reports on the
oceurrence of asbestosis—a serious disease of the lungs dve to the
ipheloticon of astestos dust—and asbestos cancer, reflect the harmful

2cts of exposure to astestes dust, Dr. Y. C. Huerer (Natiomal Cancer

iy

ef
Institute, Eethesde, #d.) told a Conference on Biclogizal Effects of
Astestos., The three-day Conference, sponsored by The New York Academy
ol Sciences, began tcday at The Waldorf Astoria.

"The enormous rise in preduction and industrial use of asbestos during
the past 50 years has resulted in markedly widered exposure to asbestos

dust for a greatly increased number and variety of workers,” said Dr. Hueger.

Dr. I. J. Selikolf and co-workers (The Mount Sinai Hospital, New York
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City) told the Conference about a study of 152
in the Kev York-New Jersey Metraopolitan area. Of the 307 who had died

during the past 20 years, 20 per cent had cancer of the lung, probably a

L g .

complication of asbestosis. Another Z0O per cent died of cancer elsewhere

PR S

in the bedy vhich may have resulted from exposure to asbestos. About five

to 'six rer cent died of asbvestosis. Only a little more than half—55. per
cent—died of all other causes.

X~ray exazination of the lungs of 1,117 of the surviving asbestos
insulaticn workers revealed that many of thenm h;d asbestqsis. Of those who
first tezan to work with asbestos 40 or more years ago, 94 per cent gave

X-ray evidence of asbestesis. Of those whose first exposure to asbestos
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¢ teran less iian 10 years =250, 16 ger cent gave definite X-ray evidence of
Zstestosig, Dr. Selilkofl concluded that the health and lives of astestos
insulation work;rs are greatly endangerad by their cccupation.

Frem Zngisnd comes @ reéport by Dr. W. J. Smither (Asbastos Research
Ceuncil)} 2bout 71 asbestos workers who have died since 1957. All were enplcyed
by a Taetory in Lonion which has been manufacturing asbestos preoducts for 50
years. The mean age at deatn of these 71 workers was 57 years. Although
tuterculosis was preséent much less frequently than among those who died before
1957, thers was a definite increasa in the occurrsence of lung cencer. And the
relatively high number of cancers starting in the pleura and paritopeum—the
remzranes lining the chest and acdominal cavities and covering the organs
within these cavities--~surprised those engaged in the study.

Dr. R. Aiviluoso {(Tarzers Central Hespital, Finlend) told the Confarence
atcous c¢2lcilfied plagues found in the pleura of several hundred persons, living
in the vicinity of two Finnish asbestos pines, but not employed in the mining
industry. Other X-ray evidence of asbestosis wag noft found in most of th
The plaques, once thought not to have serious clinical significance, are
characteristic of early changes found in the pleura of asbestos workers.
These people have what is now called endemic asbestosis, unrecognized berlore

| TeMemeiie1660. Dr. Kiviluoto pointed out that, because asbestos dust is indestructible
e and insoluble, even a brief exposure may result in severe lung damage zany
years later.

The urban dweller is now ipnhaling more asbestos dust, said Dr. J. G.
Thezmson (Medical School, Cape Town, Africa). This is due to increasing
consumgstion and diversity of uses cf asbestos in citics and to it wvirius
indestructibility, he said. Dr. Thomscn told about the search that was rade
Cor "aspestos podies™ in the lungs of 5C0 deceased persons over 15 years of

zge in Cagpe Town, South Africa, and 5CO in Miami, Florida. (Asbestos bedies
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 SUC Gstestos Tibars cozted vith an iron-centaining suhstance.) The results
re similar in e wo groups. Asbestos btedies were present in no less
30 ner cent of tge males and 20 rer cent of the females, ne saicd.

An increzse in the occurrence of cancer of the pleura and peritorneum, in
urban duellers was forecast by Dr. Thomson as a result of this new form pf
air pollution. Such cancers can occur when there is only a small concen-
lonm ¢f asbestos fibers in the lower part of the lung, he said.
Inves:igatoré engaged in expericental asbestosis research told the Conferernce
their findings. New ways to detect the "invisible" asbastos fiters in
Tissu2s wera descrited by Dr, €. EBerkley and co-workers {Mount Sinai Hospital,
New York City). Localization of the fibers by electronic ashing has proven
nignly satisiactory, they said.

- 1

Dr. J. liills (Reading University, England) said that in guinea pigs, finsly

13

divided particles of ashestos seen to be more active iz the preduction of lun

fitrosis than the larger particleg vnich procduce asbestos bedies. In spite of

th=2 fact that the experimental anicals were exvosed to asbestos dust in sealed
chazters, small amounts of dust gained access to the animal room and zany
untreated guinea pigs developed intersrisuzl pneumcnia, he said.

The zost izperiant commercial varieties of asbestos are chrysotile, crocido-

“ "7 lite and smosite. Chrysotile, or white asbestos—a silicate containing
maznesium—cozes from serpentine rock and occurs as tubular fibers and skeets. .
Crocidolite, or blue asbestos-—a silicate of sodium and iron—comes frcz
banded ironstone rock and cccurs as solid fibers. Anmosite, fawn-coldred-a
silicate-of cagnesiva and iron-——also occurs in banded ironstone as solid fiters,

The zreatast use of asbestos, both chrysotile and crecidelite, is in the manu- “~

fagcture of asteszos cezent preducts. These preducts, panufactured in =ost

countries of the world, consist of pipes, flat and corrugated sheets, shingles,

ot

ani others. ne second largest use of asbestos is in the manufacture of asthal

INARI

and vinyl astestos floor tile. 3F
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Tlmpieton €-0230
~r. Sazuwel 3urger, Director of Publi¢ Relations

- FOR RELEASE: October 21, 158L
: _ ASZISTCS LINCED TO SZVERAL MALIGNANCEIES;

YN FAY PAVE WAY FOR CIGARETTEZ-IIDUCED CANCER
Tew Yori City, Cetoter 20, 168k, In England, Wales and Scotland over 50
Fer cent of m2les recently deceased and known to have had ashestosis alsc
had canecer within the chest cavity, Dr. W. B. 3uchenan told the Conferance
on Siclogical Eifecis of Astestos, sponsored by The New York Academy of
Scignces., Teday's zeeting, the second of the three-day Conference was neld
at The Waldorrf-Astoriza.

Dr. Buchaznan (Ministry of labor, London, Znglend) based his statement on
an anaiysis orf all the degath cervificates cn which the presence of astestosis
i3 recorded from the thres countr Up tc the end of 1583, 384 such deazh
certilficates have Leen received, hg said, and the znnual number of thexz is
increasing. A relationship between asbestosis and cancer within the chess
was suspacted as long ago as 1947, and there now seems to be little doudbt
tnat such a2 connection iz real and meaninglul, he said.

Two German pnysicians, Drs. G. Jacob and M. Amspacﬁ, who studied such

Téases, noted that there were two kinds of cancers. Some of the cancers were
bronchogenic—that is, they began in the lining of the branches of the wind-
pive vhich carry air into the lung, Other cancers were zesothelicmes, which
start in the pleura—the cembrane which lines the chest cavity and covers
the lungs. They also found some resothslicmas which began in the peritoneun—-
the zembdrane waich lires the acdodinal cavity and cgovers the crgans witain.
Dvs, Jacgoh anid amsgpach sa2id that there was a rélatively high incidence of

pleural =—esozhelioxzs acong pecple who live in the vicinity of the Dresden

astestos works.

ATI-000051_0005

Asbestos Textile Institute document ATI-51: John A. Brown, Jr. (ATI President) to J. T. Griffis, H. K. Porter Co., Tran... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 21069 - Page 5 of 10 asbestosclaims.law/library/21069/5


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/21069/5

n
]
t

¢ Jdr. 2. €. Hemzond and co-workers (Mt. Sinei Hospital, New Yorlk City)
ware sursrised 16 Uind 2 niza incidence (20 zer cent) of cancer of the
ctamzeh and iniestincl tract in 207 decezsed insulaticn workers in the

e

Lew Yorihi-new Jergey Hetrspoliian area. They btelieve that in many of these

ceses, tie cancer did not arise from the ¢2lls that lirze the inside of the

rointesiinal ract, but from the cells of the peritoreum. Such cancers

Y
o
[
ot

wera gquize probatly, therefore, mesothaeliomas connected in some way with
gruosure Lo sstestos.

-t

In Ireland, Drs. P. C. Elzes and 0. L. Wade (Queen's University, 2elfassz,

[

Irelond) studied 42 proved czses of pleural zesotaelioma, and foupd that in
32 of zhese cases there was a rositive history of exposure 10 astestos. -

SL25T¢s oedies-—-asoestos fivers surrounded Wy an iron-contairning substance —

u-

ware found in the lungs of &8 per caent of these patients. These findings
are rfurther evidence that asbestos plavs a role in pleural mesothelicmas,
In tne leboravory, Drs. Y. E.ISmith and L. Miller (Fairleigh Dickinson
University, Madison, N.J.) found large tumers in the chest cavities of
namsters—possioly mesotheliomas—afier a single injection of asbestos into
“+“= cavitics. They reported that the kinds of asbtestos which stimulated

rcduetion were harsh zhrysciile-—white asbestos—and amosite—fawn-

f
]
O
H
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e - colored astestos. Both are silicates of mzznesium. Amcsite also contains

- ~ciron.

‘The sace researchers said they nad been unable to produce bronshaganic

cancer in namsters by intreducing the same two kinds of asbestos into
=te lungs via the air passages. Butl, when either chrysotile or amosite

wera dntrcduced into the air passagas with a cancer-oreducing substancsa

el a e

Sfcurring in tolacsos 3IOKE, cancers occurred I twice as many animals as

whén the cancer-preducing a2gant was intrcduced alope. Therefore, the
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Liboratory tests coplirm the epidemiclogical evidence that askestos

2n cause maligrant mesotnelionas and xay enhance the cancer-preducing
2etivity of cﬂg:icals snowrn %0 preduce bpronchogenic cancer. Other
libgratery researchers reported that thay are now trying to find out
T it is ke ascestos itself or something asscciated with it whicn
stizuizles cancer rorzation.

Zeczuse those workmen who acquire asbestosis are entitled to
corrensation, definite standards already exist which zeasure the
severity of inca2pacizaiion. Such standards are based on inforzaticn

ctained from chest X-rays, physical exapipation, and tests of lung

[s]

()

Ticn.

L]

un

i !E i lE it
LTI

ATI-000051_0007

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

Asbestos Textile Institute document ATI-51: John A. Brown, Jr. (ATI President) to J. T. Griffis, H. K. Porter Co., Tran..
asbestosclaims.law/library/21069/7

ACL Doc 21069 - Page 7 of 10


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/21069/7

S s e

T RNev Yorik Accdemy of Sciences
2 Zist O3ré Streew
L2V Xork, New York
TZmnleton 8-023C
{i. Szzuel Burger, Directeor of Public Relations

- FOR RELEASE: Qctober 22, 1664

SCIZITISTS CITE GRCYWING ASBISTCS HAZARDS;
ASK FOR SAFETY IEASURES AND rURTHER STUDY

Keu.York City, Cctoter 21, 168L. The increasing occurrence of cancer azong
astestes workers is, ironically, a rerflection of their icproved working
cencitions and loncer life span, scientists vwere told teday at an inter-
rational Conrerence on Biological Effects of Asbestos. The Conference is
sgensoraa by The Rew Yorie Academy of Sciences. Teday's meeting at Tkhe
Voldorl-Astoria brings the three-day meeting to a close.

In the early days of the industry, s2id Dr. J. C. Gilson (M.R.C.
Freunoccnicsis Research Unit, Glamorgan, Wales), zen working for oniy 2
few yezrs in an asbestos-laden atmesphere developed astestosis—excessive
scarring of the lungs due to inhalaticn of the asbestos particles. OQfzen
these zen died prematurely because of the complicaticns ¢f asbestosis—
preumonia cr tubarculosis, he said.

VWhen factory conéiticn were alterad so that pneumonia and tuterculoesis
w2re no longer such a problem, Dr. Gilson continued, the late effects of
esbestosis wers commonly encountered, including severe bronchial conditicos
ard enlargerent of the heart.

More fécently; said Dr. Gilson, theose warkers with only moderatée degrees
of aszestosis havé survived long enough to davelaop cancers origina{ing in
the Ttronchizl cassages.

dow, cuite unaxpectedly, malignant tumors arisiag {rom the linings of
tie chest and actiominal cavities——mesothelicmas—are occurring in workers wao
hzve rad only slizit exposure to asbestos L0 or rmore years previously. bMeso-

thelic=as due to asbestos are also teing found z2mong preople who live near
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a3zestos mines and factories, ard 2mong city dwellers whose environzent is

contazinated by astestos used in insulation arnd elsewaere.

Dr. Gilsen poinvted out that it is imporiant to fird out which kinds of

esstestos fJigers do ihe least harnm witnin the bedy, so that the safer

varieties of fivers may be more comzorly used in the future.

The geograprical location of the asbestos deposit is an important factor

conirituting to its capacity to cause disease, Dr. K. W. Smitk (Johns-ianvill

-k -

Corzeration, Nanville, N.J.) asserted. Chroze, riskel or radiocactivity are

associated with som2 deposits, he said. These contaminants are known to

be cancer-preducing in their own right.

Dr. J. C. Wagner (Preumoconiosis Ressarch Unit, Glamorgan, Yales) told the .~

Conlerancz that it is not known exactly how asbestos causes disease. Nor is

iv Known now the astestes fibers migrate in the bedy. He said that pleural

cesothelicmas—maliznant tumors arising from tioe lining of the chest cavity—

have occurred in aninals following the injection of chrysotile, crosidolite,

and arosite-——~the major varieties of asbestos. Pleural mescotheliomas have also

peen ke result of injections of silica, which occurs naturally in sand and

daam =V E oo
guartz. Ashestos 2lse coptoins silica.

Other investigazors from England. Ireland and Scouth Africa described the

- -« nature of the mesothelicma in detail. They presented clear-cut evidence to

-prove that astestos, or socmething associated with i{t, dces indeed cause these

raliznant tymors in man apd apimal. Iz ==2n. known exposure to

aspestos and

the presence of asbestos fiters in tumors and lungs are significant.

The Naw Yerz Academy of Sciences, which is nost to many thousands

of scientists at the more than 20 major iatarrnational scientific

1]
()}
1]
H
ot

ccnlerencas it sponsors annually, r

2Try anncwunied plans to con-”

struct 2 $25 cillion World Scieace Center in the heart of New York City.

T
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icadeny, whese 18,CCO member-scientists represent all 50 states and

E
AR
e

foraign ecuntries, hores to completa the VWorld Scisnce Center by 196?,
in tize to celebrate 150 vears of service to the world scientific

community. Susport Jor the project is teipg sought frem individuals,

foundaticons, and governzent agencies hers and abrozd.
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