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The Sales Promotion Committea met on October 3, 1968 with repre-
~ aentatives of four member companlies in attendance.

Cne area of concern of this cormittss is the very real threat of
imported Japanese asbestos textiles, At ocur mesating in Atlanta last
June, it waa auﬁgastod that we investigats the poaslbility of inati-
tuting "dumping” charges against the Japaness industry. We reguested
ocounsel to progeed through an aprnroach to the Beoard of Trades Commisa-
ion, Mr, Flocken has submitted his comprehensive report on the subject.
It can be summarized briefly at this time by aaying that we all feel
that this apnrcach has 1itils chance of success, "Dumping" charges
have been succesaful in a ratio of about 3 in 50, Aftar exhaustive
discussion, we foel that our complaint is indeed flimay and the
antire subject has been shalved, -

4any members have reported that Japsneas cloth is demonatrably infer=-
1or to cloth made in U,S.A, With this in mind, we obtained a roll
of Javaness cloth and asked the Tochnical Comittee to arrange phys=
ical testa on it by each company. At this time we wish to express our
appreciation to the Technical Committes under the leaderahip of John
f:) Hawkins for the report on tho results of this testing. The test
4 reaults of sach company were aent to John lawkina who compiled and
submittad them to thia committses, In general, the physicals were
standard, Howsever, they do reveal two areas which we fesl could be
exnlolled in the market. Dosfite the fact that they have & high
asbestos contant=-ASTM Grade "A"--it was reported that they failed to
pass a standard flams test. Members falt that this was because thsy
{the Japanese) uaed acrylic fibers as a carrier. The cloth slac had
s relatively poor warp tensila, This was particularly revealed and
emphasized in the heat aging test whersby the residual tensiles after
heat aging were decidedly inferior to standards maintained oy all
member companies. In addition, ons company waa able to detormine
that the Japanoss seemed able to use shorter fibers in their c¢loth
than we 4n tnis oountry., This contributes to their lower costs but,
in addition, causes lower tensile atrengths. Copies of the report
wore given to member companiass in attendance and coples will be
sent to thoas companies who ware uneble to attend.

It was decided that no colleetive action would be taken as & result
- of these tests but seach member can use the report as he soces fit.
Ve feel that the cloth does not represent an sconcmic purchase in
relatien to its projected life and that the data can be helpful in
proving thias premise.
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Minutes « Sales Promotion Committess = continued: Fage =2=

A® has now bacoms guatomary, the greatest proportion of our time was
conmuued in the discussion of the provlems of air hyglans, Cveryone
was impresssd with the impact of the sympoasium held on Wednesdsy,
aftarncon {(Qotober 2,1968?. No one can be mors concerned than the
responsible mambers of our committee. And yet we are frustrated at
our inabllity to come up with conorets preposals for collective
agtion, We are not short on suggestiona. But after thorough disocussa
icne and excellent professional advice from Mr, Plocken (Counsel)

we end up deciding that collective action would introduce far more
problems than it would solve, Education of ocur gales forces and our
e:;:anora sesems to be the only sonstructive tool we have at thisa

t .

Pinally, we discussed onco mors the purchasing procedures of the
FPedoeral Oovernment and the hardahips they impose on mambers. Though
we made an attempt this year to try to have them alter the systan,
we wers not successful, As long as the system works--as it does-- to
the advantage of the Jovernment, there ls no ochanca here tc alter it,

ain, no sollective action sesms advisable and offorta will be
ssantinued. -

Respectfully submitted,

M,Q. Scowcrolt
Chalirman
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