HINUTES OF THE ASBESTOS TEXTILE IUSTITUTE
h AIR IIYGIENE COMIITYEE LEETIHG

. June b, 1956
IN ATTENDANICE WERE:

D. R, Holmes

Ralph Smith, General fLsbestos

Dr. Kenneth Smith, Johns-ilanville

Hr, George Griswold, Southern Asbestos

MCRHING SESSION
il '

The first item-on the apenda waz the discussion of Asbestosis and Cancer
in relation to the Taylor case at Lancaster, Pa., in which a state refereec cdecided
the case in favor of thie emnloyce on the basis of finding an Asbestaosis-Cancer -
relationship, This decision was mace by the referce on the basis of writings
by Dr. Hueper of the ilational Institute of Health, Dethesda, iiaryland,

It is Dr, Kenneth Smith's opinion that most medical men consider that a
normal X-Ray pattern must be shown in order teo establish an Asbestosis-Cancer
relationship, .

. Prior to this meeting a memorandum was received from Indnstrial Hygiene
Foundation entitled PRUPOSED EPIUMIIOLOGICAL STUDY OF LUG CAHICER IN ASBLESTCS
WORKERS FOR TLE ASDESTOS TEXTILE INSTITUTE.

There are two questions raised 1n reference to this memorandum -
1, Whether there is a relation between Cancer and Asbestosis, and

2, Vhether a relationship exists Letween Lung Cancer and considerable
exposure to asbestos fibres and dust,

-There are about 2,000 workers in this indusiry uhiose employment records could be
a basis for such a survey, During the weeks of Anril 23rd and liay 7th, visits
were made to seven plants of the Asbestos Textile Institute, Conferences were
held vith representatives of management from esch plant, The purpose of this
visit was to determine the extent of availability of medical records and employ=
ment records in a period of time covered by them, [Each plant was guestioned
regarding the mumber of lnoun cases of Asbestosis and Lung Cancer, if any.

The I.H,F, advises that there gre at least 1,800 asbestos textile workers
employed under observable conditions for periods sufficiently long to et a total
of no less than 15,000 personsyears, They also advise that this should be an
adequate basis on which to predict with 905 accuracy, providing the plant
incidence is actually higher than that in the general population, PRODUCED '

a It is anticipated that the field work for such a study would conerM a'p-83

proxinately six months, An analysis of the datd and any necessary review in
preparation of the report an additional sist months, On this basis, cost of the
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m study is estimated =t ,17.500,00 inclucding travel and ocut~of-pocket cxnenses, -
The cost of the initial fact finding survey ues ,80L.00, This was slightly less
than the ,1,000,00 estimated, It was the desire of the committee that a copy
of this memorandum from the IL.H.F, be sent fo each member of the Alr Hypgiens
Committee along with a letter urging thai each nember of the committee impress
the importance of this program to the Cfficers of his Company. This has already
been done,

I had a long discussion uith Dr, lenneth Smith in reference to this program
covering the relationship of Ashestosis to Cancer, It is his opinion that it
is of primary importance that this program be adopted as soon as possible, so
that the I,H.F. could publish the resuits of this survey along with the results
from a survey undertaken by them f{or the Quebec mining association,

On lay 11, 1956, a letter was reaceived by the Chairman from a Nr, Kenneth l,
Lynch, Presiuent, of the iedical College of Sownin Carelina. Dr, bymch is doing
geme worlt in relation {g the effect of Asbesios dusit on laboratory animals ex-
posed for prolonged per®ds in dusting chembers, He is primarily interested in
enlisting the aid of the Asbesitos Industry in this effort, which for the past -
elpht years has been and is presently being supported by the Hfatienal Cancer
Institute -of the U, S, Public Health Service., This letter was discussed at the
meeting with Pr, Lenneth Smith, who has worked aJong with Dr. Lynch for many
years,

Dr, Lynch is also doing work for another member of the Institute and haé.
(-\ been doing so f{or some tine, Ur, Lynch is perforning this work in an effort
to clarify the relation of Asbestosis and Cancer of the Lung.

It was the opinion of the committee that the Chairman should write Dr,
- Lynch and thank him for his interest in Industry and its problems, houever,
=" advising him that we have other prosrams being instigcied at this time and can-
not, therefore, enter into any programs for the support of his work,

l
W2

We had a discussion on the Spencer Stocl: Conditioner., Ve all agreed that
thls type of conditioner is probably the best on the market and that it was to
.operate on small percentages of oil - less than 1i%, providing the hwmidity is
under control, as Stock Ulll ordinarily not run with more than 506 relative

John Weber now has a heavy type bag loader in operation and is very well
satisfied with it. It is proctically dust free,

The next discussion was in reference to the amount of dust in asoestos
fibres received irom the mines. However, at a later date we should receive
some {igures on these dust percentages and at that time we hope to teke the

subject up with the nines, PRODUCED

We next tallkked on the Hheelobrater Dust Collection system. Ralph ommlﬁﬂ - 8
[ and Georpge Oriswold related their experiences in the installation and operation
of this type unit, As we have said before, the Industry now has several
Wheelobrater collectors in operation and to our knouledye all are operating in
a satisfactory manner. This type of unit is compsratively maintenance free,
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Our next discussion concerned compensation as it is handled in several .
states, This discussion vas informative to each one of ns as it -ives an
opporiunity to compare one state system apgainst the other,

AGEUDA FOR THE MEXT JEZTIHG

¥l =~ Continuing the discussion of the memorandum from the I.H.F. on Asbestosis
and Cancer,-

2 -~ Continuing the discussion of spreying fibres with oil with a view toward
the elimination of dust at the source,

3 ~ Report on general improvements and eliminction of dust by whatever means,

D, R. liolmes, Chairman
Air Hygiere Comalttee
Astestos Textile Institute

PRODUCED
JM - 83
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Published Pappnlet - "Method for Determining Asbestos Dust
Concentration”

Since our meeting in Pinehurst last February we have
disposed of 27 copies of subject pamphlet. These went to:

American Asbestos Textile Corp. 5 copies
Asbestos Magazine 9
Asten-Hill Mfg. Co. 4
Zonolite (Div, of .,R. Grace Co., Libby,
Mont.ana) 1

Alta Friccbn S,A., Mexico 1
North American Asbestes Corp., Chicage 5
Cemtral Asbestos Co., Ltd., London, Eng. 1 .
Mines Dept., linistry of Commerce & Industry

MNicosia, Cyprus 1

Total 27

Balance on hand, approximately 859 copies,

Each member is requested to help to distribute the pamphlet
whenever there is any interest. The pampnlets that have been
distributed meet the needs of the receivers as we have never
received any suggestions for revision of any part.

In order to generate more interest by covering a larger part of
industry an advertisement is being placed in the Journal of
Industrial Hygiene,
General

The committee and guests wish to express their sincere

thanks tc the liners for a very educationzl and pleasant meeting
at Thetfeard lines, P, Q,, Canada,

Respectiully submitted,

L, €. lilliams, Chairman
Alr Hygiene & Mfg. Corm,

PRODUCED
JM - 83
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