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Y MINUTES OF THE ASSESTOS TEXTILE INSTITUTES 

“Uh 

ATR HYCIENS COMMTTEE MEETING 

Sopterber 7, 1955 

IN ATTENDANCE WERE: D. R. Holmes 
Je We Weber 
Re Ce. Smith 
He Me dackson 

2 Ait Peetens Comilttes wag most oleased to have as ita mests renresentatives 

of the Cucbes aining association = Or, raul Cartier, Hr. Ivan Sabourin and hr. 
Maurice la Chance. 

My, Gshourin, reneral counsel for thes O, Ae Ny Ae told of the history and function 
of that association. The Cucbee Ashestes Minine Asscelation hes teen operating 
fer approvimitely 20 years, and its merbership represents apsroximtely 65% of the 

rid supply cf asbestos fibro. As an industry association, it functions quite 
sintlarie to the Asbestos Textile Institute. Considerable attention is riven the 
health problems of the infustry, There are tum medical clinics; one at Asbestos, 
the other at rhetferd, both fully staffed and with complete hosnital facilities. 
Prowemplorment and nertedie health exzcinavions are provided for all workers. 
Safety ereinzerins services have been provided by tne Association to its mambers 
for a nurber of years. Hore recently, an industrial hyviene encineer has been 
added to its staf?. asa result of tas indistry emohasia on heilth, safety and 
dust control for the mist ten years, thors are vrectically no new cases Of asbes= 
tosis ofnor thin these with tventy or more rears exrosure. Are Szbourin stated 
that the present rater health orcblers of the incustry vertained to the relation= 
ship of heart difficulties and cancer to asbestos exmosure. 

Dr, Panl Cartier told of the opsration of the Thetford Clinic. Fstablished in 1945, 
the Clinic provides health services to ths Thetford neonle. Pre-emloyment and 
periodic ammml exaninatieons include an X-ray and electrocardiasram, as well as the 
other usual exunination features. 

Commenting on the cecurrence of asbestosis, Or. Cartier indicated that after ten / 
TS _oxmomire, adout 50% would have sore histolerical evidence of asbestosis 

(minim tissue chan-es not sufficient to he observed on the X-ray), 10% would i 
have some raiielowical evidence and 20 migiit have some clinical evi dence of disa- | 
bility from asbestosis. 

In reference to the pulmonary cancer exparience in the industry, Dr. Cartier stated 
that in the ten years of the clinic's onaration, there haye been fifteen cases of 
cancer observed. iine of these on autonsy showad some histolorical evidence of 
asbestosis. In six, however, thers was no evidence of asbestosis. This exneri~ 
enca would indicate a very much lower attack rate than that reported from the 
British experience of 13%. 

Autecsy study is made of every cecurationil disease clain case , and as uany others 
as poasible. Or. Cartier stated that this was of utmost importance not only in 
determining the extent of liability, but also in increasing the knowledge of the 
dissasa nrocess. The clinic has net done any work with intermittent, positive 
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pressure breathing, although some use of cortisone is being mde. The experience 
to date, however, has been insufficient to justify amy conclusions. 

Dr. Cartier expressed the opinion that considerable research mist be done in the 
fields of cancer and heart to define core clearly the role, if any, played by ine 
halation of asbestos. 

Mr. Suurise tae Ciatice told of the experienca in dust control in the mines and mills 
eP3—6 annusl wast surveys are bude at eleven mines and ree 
o sha sears | Ue ve cureau of ines technique is used for 
ot impingor, om fipre evaluation, the definition of the 

three tices th width d S applied. br, la Chance stated thut since the 
imaurarated in 1945, the averaze dust concentrations have been recuced 
ral, the flore content of the total dust count ranged ?rom 1% to 123. 

In his opinion, the most effective dust collector system to date is the bag type 
Wheelsbrator unit. 

John Weber reported on the bag dumping unit now in oneration in his plant. Photo} 
erapas were shown and John indicated that os éstails may be ostainad from the 
Wilkra Comrany, 71 Odenton Avenue, hew Hyde Park, Long Island, Ne Ye Although dust 
counts have not yet been taken, visual Teeecwtion indicatas commlete control of 
this ususlly dusty operation. The unit has not been in oreration sufficiently long 
te estimate the miinterancs and overating cost. The ahalcing cycle is less than 
one minute per oagy and John indicated that the bags were shaken considerably clean~ 
er than by the hand method, 

4 general discussion of fibre conditioning acents ws held, and it wa susrested 
that the exverience of our associate menwers might be of value to the technical 
comuittee which is further investigating this problem. We herewith extend an 
invitation to each asscclate mexber to formard a summry of its experience with 
fibre coniitioning as a means of preventing dust control. 

He Me Jackson 
Chairman 
air Hygiene Committee 

From =- Be We Lutterberger!s office 
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