Asbestos Textile Institute document ATI-115: Letter from G. J. Stopps, Du Pont Haskell Laboratory, to C. A. D'Alonz...

ACL Doc 21124 - Page 1 of 3

R

ug BV
/ . ‘ n--'-?-'o'r'c-?

»e,

—pmearrem
VALMINGTO % 92, IDELAWARE
CMPALEYEE PELA TIONS ORPARTMONT

.
HASKELL LADDIRATOAY

ren
TOXICOLOGY AND INDUSYIIAL HEINCINE

ou PonT pE Menouns & Cosmrany

November 2, 1984

€. A. D'ALONZO, #.D.,
EMPLOYEE RELATICHS DEPARTIEXT
H-11400

I am enclosing a copy of my trilp report on the pabestos
meeting held in New Yori, -

Tnias meeting underlined the fact that digeases due to
aszbestos are no loager chieflly found in workers in asbestos
minen and textile mills where the risks have ween reecognized
and guarded against, The risiS now &re amang the secondary
users, such &5 the manufacturers and fnstallers of insulation,
but the rigks are highest uwhere the environmentel conditions

re most difficult to contrel. Such Jjobs ma the rippiang out
of old insulation or the mixing of the dry tngredients for
23testos cement must Tesult in the production of & dusty,
aszostos-contalining atmosphere. In sueh situations personal,
well-fitted, respiratory protective devicas are the most
elffective means of protecting the worlkers,

The Du Pont Company spends tetween 7 to 7 per cont of the
coat of new construction on insulating rmaterisls, much of which
contains asbestos, Rougnly 2C0,000 pounds of pipe 2nsulation
are used every Year and approximately 7O per cent of thils
insulation 1is asbestos. With figures of this magnitude 1t ig
act difficult o visualize e real healsh hazard exigting Juss
in this one use of asbestos,

Pecause of the loag time lag from first exposure o
diagnosis (tne mean period 1s about 40 years), the potential
respiratory disease problem 1s liable to grow in size. This
13 particularly true of the nylon plants wnich are big users

£ astestos inzulation on their "Dowtheram" lines, all of which
nave teen installed in the last 26 years. The compensation
aspects of this probiem speak for themselves end polint o ihe
need for adequate pulmonary fuaction studies on all workers -
exposed to a definite risk of respiratory damaze.
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Asteates exposure oaly dirhlizhts a aeed for closer
crtention to pulmonsry function studles throughout the Lompany.
Claims are belng made against many companies on the bastl: of aa
allezed exposure to toxic macerials in the ailr of tho work
place and the sudbssquent develozment of pulmonary cmphyoe:ma or .
some other chronic pulmonary diccase, At thils time the '
incicdence of chronice respliratory discase Lo second only to .
cardigvascular dilsease in eases receliving disability allouances
through soclal securlity, and about 7 per cent of edult males
have been dingnosed az having pulmonary emphyvema. I this
trend to maling more c¢laima continues and the number of persons
in & positica to make claims continues to rige, the protlem
could be a seriocus one for the Company. Cne answer to this
problem 18 to know the pulmonary function status ef all -
employees in the same way that the hearling status of all €
employeesn is documented. UWithout a baseline pulmonary functlion -
evaluation the Company would be in & difficult pesition 1f
chronie pulmonary disease is finzlly diagnosed in an employee
to state that the worik environment played no part in its
causation. It 1s my belief that for less money than would be
involved in the loas of a single court suit an effective -
pulmonary functicn testing prozram can be set up and cperated
for a triel period of {ive yeara, :

I shall be glad to present & concrete proposal along
these lines,
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