ADDRIGS BY A.L. PEIGIALE PLAINTIFS EXHIBIT
TO THE

ACDCCOTOS TIXTILE ILCTITUTE

- 0CTODTR 10th, 1952

¥r, President, Gentlemen, first may I thanlz you for inviting
me here today ~ I cantt for the life of me think vhy you did -
unlesz it was becausce yvou vanted mnce to tell you that thore is
now a big surplus of spimning fibre and that e have drastically
reduced the price of all grades accordingly. I'm surc that if
I could say this it would bz the most acceptable spocch I could
malkc -and I could thien sit dovm without bothering you any further,
Unfortunctcly as you arc all too avurc that is not thc cosc,

Conscquently it is with some trepidation that I address you
today - 7n the firs:t place I consider it a bit presumptuous for
me to comaz end tall: to you about asbestos at all - for I am surc
you all lknow considerably more about tihe subject than I do.
Sccondly. os one of the supplicers of your mein rav material who,-
it sccms. consistently fails to provide you with all you require,
any cincourcazing remarks I might make about the future inprove-
ment in sunplics arc apt to be met with some derision.

T don't intend to talie up your time with the familiar receital
of why ve can't provide you'uwith all the fibre you nccd. Our
Sales lLanager, kr. iarcotte, vho is here today has had consider-
ably rorc-cxpericnece in this ficld of cndeavour than I have.
Somctincs, I think Denis liarcotte thinks of asbestos mining not
as a busincss but as e disecasc, and he wondcrs how (or why) he
ever cot into it. Its like the story of the yound man who was
pretty fod up vith lifc and decided to heve himself a good
timc,--k.tC. 3 l-tCO

leverthelesss perhaps a fow words about asbestos mining would
not ve cudss.

Chrysotilc asbestos, &s you knou, norially occurs in scr-
pentinc rock and is usually sccn in the form of irrcgular veins:
in the rocly, verying in thickness from as much as £ or 3 inches,
dovn to micrescopic threads. The fibre runs across the voein at
right angics to it from wall to wall and gencrally, thercforc,
the lennth of the fibre is governed by the width of the.vein.

™ic comparatively low yicld of asbestos, which in Cancda
averages about 67 of the rock mincd, mcans that cnormous ton-
nages of orc must be trectcd in large plants with much equip-
ment beforc a reasonable output of finished fibre can be attained.
Somc asbaostos milling plants, for instance, are rcquired to
handlc uprards of 500 tons an hour uliich is morc than the avcrage
gold winc would trcat in 24 hours. The capital investment of
the everayc asbestos nine is consequently considercbly hizher
thon in other wining operations with a couparable sales volume,
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The fact that the asbustos content of a deposit varizs con-
siderably in valuec and quality of fibrec, not only from onc- ore
body to another, but also within any given ore body itsclf,
makes 1t difficult for a mine to provide concistont quantities
of fibrec of a given gredce. The miner has to take what he cen

.Lt.

gct - the¢ poor orce with the good, and do the best lic can srith

Chrysotile asbestos fibre, as you knov, is only o filrous
form of the host rocl scrpentinc, ond the concentration proccss
is unique in that it involves the scperation of = fibrous
mincral from a massive form of the same mineral. Chemical pro-
cesscs of separation arc thus not possiblc, and vc must usc
mechainica) erushing ncthods writh the attendant difficulty of
scparating the fibre from thne rack vith a minimum of fibre

breaitaze.

To evoid this fibrc breakage, mills are designed to rcmove
the scparstced fibre inmcdiately after cach erushing operation,
for if fibre alrcady freed from the rock enters the next crush-
ing unit along twith thce crushed rock, it is 1likely to be cut
into shorter grades and its valuc sadly lowercd by attrition.

This is all very well in thecory, but in practice the removal
of thec frce fibre betveen crushing opcrations by air aspiration
1s imperfcct, and the deveclopuent of improved procceses wwherceby
fiberization may be accomplished 'ith the mininun breakage of
fibrc is & problem vhich is constantly becing studied by the

minc¢ opcrators.

In this conncction some advallee has becn made by the cmploy-
ment of machinery for fiberizing wvhich has less of this offcct.

You arc nrobadbly aviare of anothcr appreach to this problem
which involved a wet process commonly known as the Dolbear
Proccss. Unfortunately this iden did not scem to be capable
of succcssful-development beyond the experimental stage. Gener-
ally speoliing, it is fclt that the wet method is undcsirable
for thc lon~¢r grades of fibre for several recasons, among vhich
arc the diffieulties cncounterced in drying the fibre after 1t
is collceted on the filters, and then"in restoring the fibre
to its desired condition from the matted state in tvhich it is

rccoverade.

For nany years tests have been nade on the application of
cquipment comuonly uscd in the milling of othor cres such as

ball mills, pctblc mills and rod nills.

Thesc machincs have been adopted for dry nilling, and in some
instances verc cquipped vith forced air supply to remove the

fibre immediotely it vas sufficicntly releasced to be
and suvept from the mill,
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None of these tube mills vwas found to be successful-in the
treatment of ore containing long or medium length fibre, and
only moderatcly successful in the case of the shorter gradces.
All of them proved to have too high a degrec of attrition.

Reeently, however, a machine of the rcevolving drum typo has
been developed which, in its application to thae treatment of.
iiEEStos ores, shows possibilitices - it is called the Acrofall

. .

Folloving & scerics of tests with scveral types of asbestos
ore tirough a pilot plant, our Company had a large Acpofall HMill
unit installed at onc of its mines. Large scale tests, run to
comparc the' Acrofall prineciple with that of conventional mill
flowr sheets, have so far confirmed thot a higher recovery is
obtained from a given orc with the Acrofall mill, and that therc
is lcss damage to the fibre, rcsulting in a greater proportion
of the longer and morc valuable ¢radcs being rceovercd. Thesc
results have prompted us to usc the'Acrofall prineiplc as the
basis for the flotw shect of a new 5,000 ton per day plant vhich
is being planned for our new Normandic idnc.

This Mormandic dnc of ours is another dovelopment cbout
vhich you night like to hecar somcthing.

L couplc of "years ago a ncw orc body ncer our Vimy Ridge
line was proven, and in order to maintain and possibly inercasc

ur overall output, it wvas considerud advisable to bring this

%otcntial mince into production as soon as possible.
i This i1l take about thrce vears - onc of vhich has alrcady .-
becn spent in prcliminary work such as stripping and cngincecr-
ing -~ and ve hope that we vwill be produeing fibre late in 1954,
The mill w111 have e capacity of 5,000 tons of rock a day,.

.~ To somec of you the time taken to inercasc productive capacity
way sccm inordinately lorng. It polnts up onc of the important
problens any esbestos wining company must. consider before de-
cliding to cxpand its milling capacity in responsc to the merket
demeid for its preoductse It is quite possible that by the time
thc cxpansion is completed, the morket situation for the mejority
cof tihc grades of asbestos fibre mey have changed eomplctely and
they may be left with idle plant capacity. Perhaps this would
not be so bad if the capital investment involved ticre not so
largc. -

ror cxample the initial capital cost for bringing the
Normandic into production is cstimated to be about 7% million
dollars, and a furtler 2 million sill have to be spent later
on vhen underground mining is commcnced. That!s a lot of
moncy -
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Spealiing of a lot of moncy rcminds me of a story vhich you

maey not have heoard.

It concerns a Sunday morning after church; the parson
vas at the door gresting his parishioncrs onc and ell -
when he was accostcd by once of them vwho deelarcd in

rirging tones:
"That was a damn good scrmon thils norming®

all - thankk you very much indecd lir. Cobb - but
coculd = uh - you perhaps find other words to dcseribe

it - unt

"T tell you it vas such & .Cod damn good scrmon that

I put $100 on the collcction plated

miell, woll, lirs Cobb, thanlk you very much indced -
it is nost weleonic - you know~it takes e hell of lot

of moncy to run a Church®

YNow, of coursc, I do not wish to imply that incrcasing the
milling. capacity of an existing minc would cost as much as
rrould the construction of an cntircely ncywr plant, but cxpansion
at our British Cancdian Mince a fewr years ago whereby ve in-
ercascd our milling capacity by 100 tons an howr cost us more
than 2 nillion dollars. ILicarly all thce major Canadian companics
have incrcascd their capacity in the past few years and last
year alone plans for capital expenditurcs for improvement and
expansion totalling 30 million dollars irere announced, including

our ovn lormandic projecct.

Besides our MNormandic liinc, Johnsont's Company arc bringing
a neir mine into production adjecent-to thelr prescnt Black Lake
propcrty - callsd the licgantic Mine, this plant will handlc
4,000 tons a Jday and is cxpected to be in production in latc

1955.

Bcyond doubt, the combined production of these tio mines

will help allcviate the shortage of fiber by 1954,

At the samc time the Canadian Jolins-Manville Company have
comricnecd o long torm  project at their Jeffrey Hinc at Asbustos,
Quc., vhercby their present plant is cventually to be replaced
by a modern once. lic can takc this as anothcr indicatlion, I
thinlz, that the supply will improve. Johns-lianville have also
devcloped their netw lunro iine in Northern Ontario, though
this docs not contributec rmeh additional spinning fibrc.

Mor should wc forget other Canadian developments which
sugur wcll for the futurc. Promincnt amongst thesc is- the
Cassicr asbestos property in liorthern British Columbia, almost
entircly o long fibre promosition wvhich is in the hands of
responsitlc and reputable mining men and the preduction from
hish may soon have arc cffcet on the supply of Canadian spin-

ning fibrec.

vorccver vwith the heiphtencd intercst in asbestos on the
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part of mining mcn throughout Canada, othcr couwpaniis have been
Tormed end it is possible that some new mincs may he brouzht

into production.: It is of coursc difficult to asscss vhat

effect thesc operations may have on the situation but undoubtedly
they will mcan some improvemcnt hovever small., Two of these
developments arc the Dominion Asbestos and lewfoundland Asbestos
both of wvhich it scens will be in production within a2 ycar or
t1ro.

I understand too that there is sone question of cxpleiting -
iron-roc asbestos deposits in Arizona, possibly under govern-
ment sponsorship. Itm surc there arc some of you here who know
more zbout this than.I do.

Not only is therc 2ll this activity on the Horth Amcrican
secne but irn South Africe too there has been considerable cx-
ploration on the part of the produccrs therc and also on the
part of Canadian mining companics.

I hope I am not spcaking out of turn vhen 1 mention that
Johns-lianville arc planning on dcveloplng wining propertics in
South ifrice. My confrcres from that company who arc here today
ean tcll you more about this.

8o all in all I don't think I am being too optimistic when
I say that thc chances arc that supply and demand for long
fibres are likcly to be in balance by the cnd of 1954,

Meanviile all tile Canadian mining companics arc active in
their offorts to discover and devcelop nev doposits of asbestos
vherever tiuey mey be found. ile oursclves have a subsidizry
cxploraticn company and have in the past fcu years undcrtaken
cxaminetion of asbastos occurrcnces in many placcs in Canada
as-vwell as in othcr countrics, . :

Such persceverance scens to be scldom rewvarded so far as we
ourscilvcs are conccricé for to date we have yet to find what we
considcr to be & eomncreislly cxploltable orce body outside our
om arca - but ve have not given up, nor have our confreres in
the busincss. '

0 knows but onc of us mey find an outcrop of asbcstos

bedaring ro our ncxt fisihing trip into Northern Qucbce or
Cr.tario. ng of iishing rcminds mc of a yarn concerning -
Johnny Sci nd an Indicn zulde, a typiccl taciturn prototype
of i€ rac ¢y say Slephants end Indians never forgct.

- This India ¢ had conductced a party into the wilds on 2

VOTY SUCCeoswux fishing-trip; (I taink Ank Scanlan & Goorge
Febcl verc tiare teo)., Buvond a munosyliobis grunt he pad not
partizip=icd in any conversation throughsut tuc cxpedition.
Finelly the day ceme for departure and the fishing party were
at thc whistlc stop station avaiting the train. Johnny Schocpf
tricd apgain to cngage the guide in conversation vithout any
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signel success when Just as the train pulled in he asked the
Indian if e liked £ish? The Indian hesitated some momwnts,
finally just as Jonnny had given up and was boarding the alrcady
moving train the Indinn said "Yest, '

‘About a ycar later Johnny rcturncd to this samc place for o
rencwed assault on the trout and as he stenped off the train
ho should he sce but his former Indian guide; so Johnny, going
native, shoutud: "Houwl" 4And the Indian replicd "Frizdl®

Prescent knowm rescrves of ore in Conada arc thought to be
adecgquate for o good many ycars &t the nresent or cven somcvhat
inereascd ratus of production, and with this intcense inturcst
in explorcetien it scems prebable that suchh rescrves uill be
inecrcascd.

There is another perhaps fruitful ficld of cndcavour in
tvthich considcrable offort has alrcady been cxpended and in
which tnis Institutec, I knov, has taken a dircct part. I refer
to the field of rescarch in the utilization of =sbestos fibros.

Any proccss vhercby the medium or shorter grades of fibre
can bc uscd in applicctions nov requiring long fibre would be
& grcat beon - both to us as produccrs and to the industry as
& vwhclc.

ow if only some onc would f£ind o feasible process wilere we'
could mole long Libres out of short oncs with the casc thet we
miners can do the reversc, our vorrics would be over. As pro-
ducers of siort fibre in the ratio of approximately 11 to 1 of
long fibre, you can understand vhy uve consider this a more
practicsl - or should I say profitoable - approach to the problem
than any cmount of resiarch in synthctic asbustos or on
substitutcs.

In the mcantime I think it is obvious that cveryonc concerned
is doing cverything possible to iuprove th: situation and I
look for:ord to meinteining for nany yeoars to core, the plcasant
rclations that hove pertained in the jpiast with your Institutoe
and its opemboer dompanics, cven if Lir. Loarcottc has to go on
saying: "lfo I can't lit you have that care of 3R until noxt,
montht, ‘
low, if you think it lws becn ¢ long time since I started
talking,. I can tell you that lilie Lady Godive, I am druving
ncer = close. Sonectimes a non gets started talldng and thindce-
ing he nove cvcrrthing under tic swie Ilo won't stop, Rominds
ne of thc ban~uct vhure there wtwre scven or cizht Cabinct
Linisters s guoests of honour. ctc., <ic,..
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