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ASHESTOS TEXTILE StireTe 
ATR HTGTNE CMITies 

Repart of Nesting dated 10/6/s a 

“qnbere Presentx- ~ 

R, 3. Sadth 
J. W, \reber 
B. W, Luttenberger 
D. R. Holmes 

Dectors Present: 

Dr, XK. we Saith » Johns-lianville 

te, E. Se tivers « American Asbestas 
Or. D, We. Martin = RaybestoseHanhattan 
tr, He &. Hetherington ~ Keasveyr & hattigon 
Dr, 0. A. Sanders = Southern Asbestos , 
Dr. @. 4. H. Schepers « Medical Director, Saranac Laboratory - 
Gr, FP. A. Thecdos « representing Astensiiill 
De, ii. White ~ representing Asten-Hi11 

‘The meeting began promptly at 9:50 A.M. with D, R. Holmes acting as 
Chairman, The chair commented he was pleased to see the large turmutof - . 
representative doctors. 

" 

1. The meeting got under way with an explanation by Dr. Thecdos of his 
’ Research Program Prapesal of heart function to asbestosis, A copy of Dr, 

Thaodes! proposal is enclosed and is to be included in the mimtes, In cone 
junction with this propesal, Or, Theedos advised that the cost to a Company for 
an amployee to participate in this program would ran about 5250.00 ts ¥300,00 
on a4 seai-privrate basis with « maximum of ¥500,00 as the ceiling waich should 
inelude plate petri! eertite verter etc, 

Howewar, he advised that ; 

Comnanies ¢ Rave this service ormed by their talisation 
gram if one 18 available, Or. Theedes in the oat eat sun Company and wie 
american Ashestes, has clasaified the dlagnests to be pulmonary fibrosis, When 
completing the hospitalisation forme, this has worked cut in svery case and the 
Insurance Company has paid claias without comment, Also in these cases, one 
aueastion 1s to be answered on the ingurance form; "Is accident, illness or 
disease caused by the cocupation?® and we have always had this answered, "Ho", 
Zt has never beet challenged by the Insurance Company, 

Under this programs, Dr. Theedos would lika to have about fifty patiants 
sake this treatment in one year's time, This would average one a week fron 
some Company's 

Or. Schepers showed slides of specimens taken during an autopsy cf an ; 
asbestotic, These slides showed the different findings present in the lung area, 
These slides were very beneficial to all doctors-present as many of them saw 

lung conditions of an asbestotic which they had never seen before, Or, Schepers! 

demonstration indicated that when a biopsy is taken the surgeon should cut dow 

Ww and obtain an area Large encugh to definitely show whether or not asbestosis 

was present and to what deqre@, coupled with clinical findings, 
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at the emt cf Or, Thecdas' presentation, Dr, Sanders suggested that 

exployees we believed that trey ted scoe degree cf askestcsis be howd talined 

for this survey in crder te conclusively prove their condition ene way or the 
cther. 1% was the opinion of the Company representatives of this Commi tise 
chat we erccrse@aiy. Thecdcoa! propesel, the aedical men also approved of this 
program after approximately two hours discussion, Ralph Saith euggested that 

All infarmation gathered from thia program be mado available to ll sembers cf 
the Institute. This also was approved by the joint committee of members and 

dactoerse 

The committee presented the following proposal to the Board of Governors: 

we propose that the Institute approve Or, Thecdos! 

proposal provided that nember Companies would hare 
« 

hospital program available to share the coa* of the proe 

,arm, or absorb the ccat. witch coukd ron wy to. 8600.00 

maximum per case for hospitalization, oiops: , transportation, 

wage Loss, ote 

The program was approved by the Beard on the basis that nemher 

Companies could participate in the program on an individual basis, and there.
 

would be, therefore, ne financial responsibility on the Institute, 

2, Or. Smith presented the details cf obtaining autopsy specinen u 

studies from the Saranac Laboratory, Outline of the medical routines, the 

enplayment and medical histories and specinen preparation were given each 

Doctor, The several values of such & program were emphasised, Aniual ete 

perimentation haa contributed greatly, sut even more complete knowledge o
f the 

disease process can be obtained through this study, Collectively, the industry 

experience can be extremely valuable in this regard, Individual reports to the 

suomitting company will establish, in a manner not peasible by xeray and clinica
l 

diagnosis, the extent of the disease orecess and, therefore, 
the extent of 

worxmen's Compensation liability for @ particular case, 

It was agreed that each member company, through ita Ueeter, 
would process 

as many cases as was possible under this oregram, The Saranac Laboratory will 

| make individual report to the submitting company, and, when 
sufficient studies | 

have been cade, review the collective experiance for a report to th
e industry, 

3, A review of the articles by Drs, .nox and Beattis entitle
d, 

"M4 neral Contant of Lungs After Exposure to Asbestos Oust® and i
stribution 

of Iiineral Partieles and Fibres in the Lungs after Exposure to A
abestcs Suet 

was made by Or, Schepers of Saranac Laboratory, His numerous comments on 

these two articles were discussed by the group. It was the consensus that the 

cremise of the disease gechaniam developed
 in these papers was not substantiated 

ny the details of their research or that of otherge 

Afternoon Session. 

The entire afterncon sessicn was spent in li
stening ts the discussion of 

the "Relationship of Asbestosis to Pulucnary Ca
ncer“ by Or, Schepers. A number 

of slides containing facts and figures concarning t
he subject of cancer were 

shown, At the latter part of his diacussion, he made sa
ne conclusions concerning 
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4 471 

th relstionsbip of astestce to lung cancer. Here are seme of the hi 
cleaned: from Wilcdlacussions shlights I 

Bott: asbeetas and silicosis dust do not necessarily lead ta 1 
In nene case8, asbestos will protect the lungs from cancer, The first case af 
cancer’ of the lungs dua to asbestos was found in England in 1932, ars 
English statisticss 

Lung cancer haz been on the increase for the past thirty years, Industrial 
cancer averaged 9.5 cases out of 100,000 persons in a 1948 survey, Lung cancer 
ig usually present in the fifty to fifty-five year age group. However, when 
exposed industrially, this group age may be ag much as ten years earliar, 
Listed below are some of the carcinogens that cause cancer: 

Tars 
QLls 
Nickel 
Copper 
Chrome . 

These last three cause a high percentage of cancer, particularly chrome or 

chromium. ; 
.. 

The ‘iest German goverrment in.1951 recognised lung cancer caused by ashestes, 
In another Seitish survey it was found that 1.32% of 6,000 silicosis cases had 
cancer while 13,25, or’ ten times more persons cut of 266 asbestosis cases were 
affected, Therefore, the incidence of lung cancer with ashestos is ten tinse 
greater than that of silicosis, However, it was pointed cut that experience in 
North America does not correspond to these figures, We have seen very few cases 

af asbestos and cancer. Possibly the different experience is due to the fact 

that in England a considerable amount of amosite fibre ia used, while over here 
de use mostly chrysotile fibre and little amosite, 

In the same survey it was found that the average age for cancer to strike 

for ~ales was 55 years, females, LL.4 yeers. Exposure time was 20 years for 
che male amt 7.6 for females. ‘hese are averages. ‘here was a carcinema found 
in a male as low as six years exposure and as low as six months exposure in & 

femalas 

; After Or, Schepers concluded his discussion, the writer suggested &@ pro= 

posal to the Board of Governors as follows: 

Dr. Schepers of Saranac Laboratory suggested that particles of 

asbestos be inserted in animal lungs in order that research be done 

on this preblem (cancer and asbestosis) so that facts may be deter- 
mined to combat injust compensation claiuis, 

This proposal was offered to the Board and it was their recommendatio
n 

that Or, Scheners he requested to sumbit a proposal for further consideration, 
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orTe 

Air Hygiene Committee . Report of ilseting 10/6/Sh Fage & : 

at tris paie®, the chair adjcurned the meeting with the doctarg 
vere all in sddaré that we had 2 find meeting which wag inatructire ww 

ke The next item waa Dust Control at the iinders, 

On this subject there were prints and pictures sum . 
following Canpanies: . C 

Raybestcs-Hanhattan ( 
General Asbestoe nt 
Asten-Hi11 KK 

Tris information ia te be studied by mambera of the Camitte { 
the dust hazard at the winders can be reduced or entirely el. , 
prints and pictures are enclosed and shall be a part of the a ° 
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. ASSESS TEXTILE LSTITUTs 

Aix Hygiene Comittee ince 
> 16/6/Sh ‘ing 

° Prospectus for the Study of Asbestosis 

Dr. FP. A. Theedes 

The clinical, reentgenographic and pathological features ef asbestoe are 
fairly well known, numerous studies dealing with these aspects having been re 
ported over the years, However, the exact nature of the respiratery inpairnent 
produced and the relaticnahip of the heart and pulmonary circulation to the lung 
changes has not been the subject of extensive investigation, primarily because 
of the lack of adequate neans for study, The development of pulmonary function 
studies, newer electrocardicgraphic techniques and cardiac catheterization 
make a direct approach to these protlane now possible, 

To properly investigate the problem of asbestosis a sufficient mumber 
of patients with adequate industrial exposure must be studied. It ita felt that. : 
a group of 50 patients studied over a pericd of a year would yheld sufficient 
data of statistical significance, It is preposed to de the following studiee 
an this group: 

1, A completa medical and industrial history, physical examination, 
and certain routine Laboratory studissa including xerays of the 
cheat and elactrocardiograns, 

2. Complete pulmcnagy function studies including measurements of 
the ventilation, degree of emphysema ard the respiratory gas 
exchange. 

j, Cardiac catheterization to determine the pressure in the pul- 
monary circulation and to cormwlate these with the clinical 
features and the pulmonary functicr studles. 

4, Lung stopsy under local anestheeia in selectad cases to core 
relate the pathological features with the clinical and labora= 
tory findingse 

The vasie etudies would require hospitalization for about one week, 
If a lung diopey ia done, am additional 3 days should be allowed for, Upon 
discharge from the hospital a camplete rerort of all the medical data will be 
ent to the plant physician and to the family physician (if desired). 
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