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7? Mamorandum re Environmental Dest Suryzy 

fox Aubestos Textile Isstisuts =2 February 29, 1956 

is coutroversy regarding the mechanism of action of asbestos partic. 

ulate matter. It ta nesumed by some that the effects are due to fi. 

bérs; hensa counting particles would sot give a satisfactory measure 

" gf the hacard. On the other hand, there Is some evidence that fine 

particles also may produce injurious effects. There {s no method 

avaliable for determining quantitatively the number of fibers present 

in an alrborne sample, and further, there are no dats on whichto 

interpret the findings of fiber counts, even though 2 method were avail- 

able. . Hence the implager {s celocted as the only practical method 

readily available for a routine study, ; ; 

The ra sults obtained by the imptnger eannat be tnterprated 

directly in terms of potontial injurious effects, owing to lack of in- 

forreation on the physiological offects of asbestos. However, the re- 
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of present control measures and the need for improvement in those 

areas which aze oxceasively dusty. ° 

From the information enclosed with Mr. Holmas’ latter 

of February 15, 1956, it ts noted that o{x plants are involved. It is 

also noted that certain sampling stationg have been chosen, While. - 
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"Memorandum re Environmental Dust Survey ; 

’ " for Aabestoa Toxtile Instituta - 3 oe Fobruary 29, 19564 

the Foundation will fallow the suggestions of the companies in gen- 

eral with regard to sampling locations, it would feel froe.to select 

sampling locations which it waa falt would give a better evaluation 

of dust exposure. 
” 

The sstimated cost of the. survey is $6,000 to $7, 500 . 

plus travel expenses. «A Tango ts given rather than a single figure 

owing to the fact that (tls difficult to giva a precise figura without 

baring mads a personal visit to each plant. 
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