
DR. MC CONNELL MR. VANDIVER BROVN & 
DR. GARDNER - 

On April 12, Dr. Gardner of Saransc, Ur. Shepard of our 
pacific Coast Head Office, and I went to Lompoc, California, to visit 
the operstions of the Johns Manville Company there in ccnnection with 
the mining and processing of diatomscecus earth. We were taken for 
a trip around the properties, the various operations being the same a8 
those described in our report of December, 1935. At Lompoc, we met Mr. 
Kelly, in charge; Dr. Truax, the Company physician; and several of ir. 
Kelly's staff. 

¥r. Kelly pointed out various changes and improvesents made 
in the mill since our Burvey, with the ohject of controlling the dust, and 
stated that he felt that with the exception of the packing operations, they 
had materially lessened the dust. "e did not, of course, take any dust 
samples et this time. 

We visited the Company hospital and went over & good many 
#11me and records with Dr. Truax. We reviewed some of the films that we 
had seen st the Home Office, which were taken several years previously, a8 
well as the films recently taken. The X-ray equipment is first class in 
every respect and the films which Dr. Truax is now msking are post excellent. 
Fe is hiw owm technician and develops his owm films. It was our understsnd- 
ing that all new employees are J-reyed before being hired. 

The gemersl impression that both Dr. Gardner and I got from 
looking at both the older and the more recent films of the vari-us employees 
et this plant was not that of & typical silica hazard. Most of the filas 
showed no evidence of dust reacticn but there were s few of men who had worked 

£ time which revealed an wpususl type of shadow. 
resenbled the modulation of silicosis and they 

joecus dusts, & 

where more tham cue £41a had been 
years we could mot see 

£ a disabling degree 

of & typical silicosis, com- 
silica, was mot 

cas of diatomacecus 

a progressive fibrosis. The anlmel reactions were not quite the same &8 
those excited by similar tnjertions of erystalline silice, but the reactice 
was more sar i tisa et ceused Yy injecting pure saorphous silics in the 
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form of opal. It was characterised by some nodules and wuch diffuse 
fibrosis. Such experinents demonstrate that distomacecus earth is 
capable of csusing fibrosis when it establishes contact with the tiasuee 
in sufficient quantities. They prove nothing as to the inhalsbility 
of dust of this pature. 

Conditions at the Lompoc plant m&Y be such that the men 
do not inhele such dust, but the discovery of a few cases with abnormal 
films after prolonged sxposures pakes one hesitate to state that there 
is no hazard. It would be desirable to have filss of all employees 
taxen not only at the time they are placed on the pey roll but st inter- 
vels of two or three yoars. In this way, it =&y be possible finally 
to evaluate & hagard sbout which little is known. 

3 
usy 10, 1937 A. 3/ Lanza, W.D. 

Assistant Medical Director 
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