. , 33%
L . Cj D ‘ _ .
e T e v i Ve

Rk B . MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND NATIONAL SERVICE ' . _

v
?

H Plenst oddeuns y to
{ THE CHIE? INSPECTOR OF PACTORIES, FACTORY DEPT.,
wd ques:

LAY Y )

“Tei. No. WHitehall tooe

ST. JAMES SQUARE,
. LONDON, s.w.,

i August, 19.5
Desar Sir,

-

. ' ] . Asbestos Insulntion sboard Ships i

I am cancerned by the considerabls development during the
. war years in the use of asbestos, either alane or as part of a
mixture, in the Shipbuilding and Shiprepairing Industries maninly
‘ for the purpose of heat and sownd insulnticn, and the accampanying
increase in‘ the number of workers expased to riak of injury to |
health through asbestosis.

-

If the risk is found to cratinue, the question will arise of
including same statutory requirements on the subject when thes ]
Fuctories Act Regulations for constructiomal and other work in
ships are being revised and extended, or of iassuing s further
code of regulantions dealing porticularly wath the use of asbestos.
I would, however, emphasize that, while asbestos dust may not have
any apparent effects at first, experience shows that, porticularly
if ths workers are exposed to the dust in substantial concantra-
timns, sericus results are apt to develop later. It is thare-
fore important that, even if the work will anly be temporary, all

Teasonably precticable steps should be taken to reduce the risk
to a minimm.

-

( I suggest that protection can be secured an the following
basis:

K
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(1) In some cases preparatory work, e.r. the making up of
inswlation mattresses, to which the Asbeutos Industry
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, Régulations, 1Y31,-apply i3 oarried on in s shed in the '
shipbuilding yard or near the dockside; in such cases .hose
Rugulations should, so far as the provasions are appi.. Slu,
be ocarefully observed in practice.

(2) On board ship steps should be taken, in socardance with
the spirit of tho Regulations, to prevent unanccessary concen—

. trationg or sccumdations of asbestos dust - feur instuncu by
having good ventilation arrangements in confined spaces,
damping dowmn dust, and clearing up asbestos debris and
socumulatiuns of dust as soon as practicadle.

(3) The provision of a respirator (Home Office Mark No.
58L0L2 ar other approved type) for each workman engaged in

the fitting or removal of any dry imu.hti.ne material can-
taining asbestos, on board ahip.

(4) The provision of a similar respirator for all | man: |
engaged in the spraying of asbestos or asbestos mixtwW and
work ancillary thsreto which renders them liadls to exposure
to dust or spray. During spraying, no other psrson should

wark in the same campartment unless also provided with a
respirater,

(5) Mo person undsr 18 should be employed in amy process
giving rise to asbestos dust or in any compartment or
snclosed space where such a process is being carried on.

(6) Specific arrangementa for supervising the mainterarce,
care and use of respirators.

I may say that these arrangements have been accepted by the

Shipbuilding Exployers' Federation and by the Trade Unions

concerned, and I therefore hope you will be prepared at once to
accept the precautions suggested.

D T EVEREIT

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

AZ/M

. Chiof Inspector of Factoriss,
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