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MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND NATIO~AL SERVlCi. · . __ ' / 

FACTORY DEPT .• 

ST. JAMES SQUARE. 

LONDON. S.W.1 

Dear Sir, 

f' . .,:' . .Aabeatos In.sulAtiCll aboard Ships 

~ - ccncerne4 'by the ccn.i4enble ~lopiiont dw-inc the 
•ar yea.r1 = the \lie or a1beatoa, either a.lcrie or u p!lrt of 1. 
aixtun, in the Shipbu.il.d.ing and Ship-eJXliring Ind.u.striea IIIDinly 
tor ~ JIUZ'PC)e• of heat and •cnn! insulatiCll, and. the ACCClllpllnY:ing 
increaae in· the mmmer of worlcen u;,ased to rialt or injury to 
health thnNah ubeatoa~. 

I! the rillt is found to cr,itinue, the question will a.ri.,e of 
inc:ludina aCDe 1t.:1tutory ~uirements on the aubJec:t wben thd 
Pnctories Act .Regulations for caut:r1.1ctian::ll And other work in 
1hips ~ 'being revised and extended, or of issuing a t\i.r'ther 
code of regul.Atiais dealing p::i.rtic~ly "'"1th the UH ot asbutoo, 
I would, hoirever, emph.ui:e that, while asbestos du.st •Y not hr.ve 
ari.y :i.pp:l.l"ent atrects At first, ezperience :shoirs t~t, p!lrticw.:i.r:!.y 
if the warun a.re expoaeli to the du.It in 1u})stantial ccncantn.-
tie111, HrlDUS n1ulta are apt to 4rralop later. It ii there-
fore important that, even if the 1'01'.lc ,rill e11ly be tempcl"Uy, all 
roa:::CX\&bly pnct1c&ble ateps &boul4 be talcen to reduce the risk 
to a ainial.ml. 

I auaeat thl.t pn,tectian can be aecund Cll the foJ.lolrini 
buia; ·"' 

( 1) In 1ame cuea p-.pan toey work, ...!.:J:!. the making up of 
wv.l&U.an Mttnuea, to which tbe A.&b'-:At01 Inm.1.atr)' 
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Mgulationa, \!/.)1 ,· apply 1:1 oarri.,d on 111 • 1heil iJ, lh1.• · 
ahipbui.lcUng yard or near the dockside; in auch 011se. .ho:att 
JwculAtiona ahow-d, 10 far 1:1 the provuions are app.1. •• _-1lu, 
be ou-etull,y obaerved in practice. 

(2) On b~rd ahip 1tepe anould be t&Jcen, in accordo.nco with 
the 1pir1t or tho RcR\,ll&ticna, to Jh'e'Vent unnccull\l')' ca,een­
trationo or ••·C'.Ulll~tiaw of ••bHtoa dust - far inatWlcu by 
h&vina coed 'ftntil&ticn &n'IJ'lgomenu in ccnfined apacs:a, 
c!.ulping d.Olln du.1t, and cle•rin& up ubestoa debril and 
~ticina ot duat u soen u practicable. 

(:s} The providcn ot a reapir&tor (Heme Ortic• Mark No. 
5&.01.2 ar other &PF(Wed type) tor each worban engaged in 
the ti ttinl ar NIIIOYal ot &ey dry wula ting a tenal ocn-
t&inin& ubenoa, an 'board abip. • 

(4.) 1'ht proviaian ot a aimil&r reapin.tor for all 1~· 1 
eftPI~ in the apraying ot aabeatoa or ubestos lliztUl~ and 
wark ancillary thereto which Nnd.en the lS&ble to upowre 
to duat or ■FaY• ~ •~• no other par1an abQl.ld 
war.le in the .... ompartment unleu al.lo provi4ed. with a 
napirator. 

(5) 110 penon ID!er 18 ahow.d be Cl)lo;red in •.IV' prooeaa 
Ii~ nae tc aabeatoa duat or in any c:aq>artment or 
encloaed apace -.here aµcb. a process ia being carried on. 

( 6) ~•citic arrange1111nta tor supeniaing the ai.Dtem.nce, 
care am ue ot reapiRtcn. 

I •Y say that thaae arn.ngem.,nta b.ave be.,n accepted by the 
Sh.ipbu.ildi.ni -lo::,ers' hderatien and by the Trade Unions 
concerned, am I thenfore hop• 10u Will be prep&nd at ODC1 to 
ac:cept the pZ'9aautiona augeated.. 

I am, Sir, 
rcw- oocient s.zw.nt, 

a.tJ.~ 
H.X. Cbiot Inapectcr ot 1'1t.c-tor1.u. 
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