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April 27, 1959

. iy He Aaskins, Jr.

Skef2ington, Hasking & Skeffington

96 Aroad Street

Hoonfield, New Jersey Res Jolm Coe

Dear M. Haskins:

You have requested infarmation concerning our rock wool insulation.
This meterial is mmde from limestons and blast furnace slag which are heated to
a melting point. The molten rosk is changed t0 wool and a small amount of lin- ©
seed oil or phemalic resin is sprayed om the wool to ect as a binders This
material tien is coaled in s largs chamber and collected loose ar gathersd and
made into batts.

To the best of eur knowledge cur rock wool does mot contain any free
silica or asbestos, nor does it nroduce any form of pulmonary filrosis or pnev-
moconiosis. We have no kmowledre of claims for pneumoconlosis associated with
the use of this mterial. For your reference I have enclosed a copy of a paper
by L. Te Pairhall et al, entitled, "Rock Wool in Relation to Health®. Unfor-
tinately, I do not heve any additionsl coples of a further reference, “"Nezative
Chest Findings in A Mineral Wool Industry® by Je L. Carpenter and L. We Spolyar.
This spheared in the "Journal Indiana State Medical Association®, Yolume 30 in
1945. The sumuary of this articls was:

1. 84 workers exposed to mineral wool far periods ranging
froa 7 to 29 years showed no »~rey evidence of silicosis
or fitrosis of the lungs.

2. ‘!h.wgcnhd 1inear findings exhibited were shown to be
a charscterigtic of that commnity for that sane age groun.

4 survey was conducted some Years ago YWy the Industrial Bealth Sectim
| of the Metropoliten Life Insurance Comparny at one of our plants vhere mineral
! wool had been mamufectured for nearly forty yesrs. This survey was most thorough
and ircluded the exssrination of =-rays of feao-hundred esplayess, a great majority
\ of whom had been engaged in the mamufacturing and handling of mineral wool for
; more than ten years, a large mmber for more than twenty-five years. Not a single

these axnxingtions and we were advised that we might safely conclude that mineral
sisnecucus from the point of lung fibrosis®.
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I trust the foregoing will be of some assistance to you but if you
require further information, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

Very truly yours,

Arthar L. Pilk, Jre
Assistant General Attorney
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