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Am HIOIEUE C\1-iiI'm:E 

leport ot Meeting dated 10/6/$4 

Htmbera Present: 

R. B. Smith 
J. W, Weber 
B. w. Luttenbercer 
n. a. Bow• 

• J>octon Preaent: 

Dr• I, l~ • CS"ffiil.!t -.Qoruis~lianTi~ 
Dr. E. s. Myers - American Asbestos 
Dr. D. w. Martin - Jl.1beatowlanhattan 
Dr. B. w. Hetherington• leasbey & •~tt1son 
Dr. o. A. Sanders - Southern Asbestos 
Dr, 0, w. B. Schepers - Medical Director, Saranac Laborator:r 
Dr, P. A. f.nieodo!',. representing •sten-B1 TI>, 
nr. H. White • r95>reaenting Alten-HW. 

J.3.7 

The meeting began promptly at 9:)0 A.H. with De R. Holmes acting as 
Chairman, The chair commented he vaa pleased to aee the large turnout o! 
npreaentative docton. 

1. 'lhe meet1n1 got under way with an explanation by Dr. 'l'heodos ot hi.s 
Research hogram Proposal of heart function to ubestosi1. A cow ot Dr. 
'lheodos• proposal 11 enclosed· and is to be included 1n tbe minutes. In co~ 
.junction with this proposal, Dr. 1'beodos advised that the cost to a C0111pa.ny !or 
an anployee to participate in this proKJ"am vould run about :.J2So.00 to :.,300.00 
on a am-private buis with a muimum ot .;;oo.oo as tbe ceiling wdch should 
include hoapit&lization, t.ranaportation, etc. Bawner, he advised tb&t most 
Companies could have this sem.ce pertormed by usin& their hospitalization pro­
gram 11' one 11 available, Dr, Theodos iD the put, vitb our Campaey and with 
American Asbestos, has classified the diacnosis to be pulmonazy tibro11s, When 
completing the hospitalization tome, W.a has worked out in nerr cue and tbe 
Insurance Company has paid claims vi thout conm,ent. ilao 1n these cues, one 
queetion is to be answered on the insurance tormJ •Is accident, illness or 
di■eue caused by the occupation?' and ve have alwa71 had thia answered, •No"• 
It bu never been challenged by tbe Inaurance Campan;r. 

UDder this prop-am, Dr. '1heodo1 vould lilce to have about 1'1tt7 patients 
take this treatment in om 7ur•1 Ume. Du.a would &Terage one a nek hem 
... Compaq. i 

Dr. Schepers lhoved slides ot specimens taken during an autopsy o! an 
ubeatot1c. 1'heae alides ahowed the different findings present iD the lung area, 
1heae slides were wr, beneficial to all doctors present u llaJ11' ot them saw 
lune conditions ot an ubestotic which t.he7 bad never Hen before. 1>r. Schepers• 

cwmonat.rat.1.on-~rt,mm a bioplJ' 1• taken t.be eurgeon abould cut down 
~ obtain an ana large enoqh to detini tel7 lbov vbether or mt ubeetosie ~ 

ou;,-c,u rt ·eed t,o wt- 4•P"lt-.: ooupled with clinical find1n1•• > 
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· At tbe end ot Dr. 'l'heodoa• presentation, Dr, Sander• 1uggested that SCll\e 
anrplo1ee1 who belined that the7 had 1ome degree ot asbestosis be hospitallzed 
tor th11sune71n order to conclu11vel7 prove their condition one vay or the 
other. It vaa tbe opinion ot the Compll'O" representatives ot this COIIITli ttee 
that w endc:aeeDr. t'beodoa' propoaal, 'lhe aedie&l man also approved o! this 
program after &pp~tel1 wo boura diacuasion. Jlalph Smith auggested that. 
all Wormat.1011 sathered tram W.1 program be made &Tail.able to all members of 
the Imtit.ute. 'lbia aleo vaa &ppro\'ed b7 the j~int commit.tee ot allllbers and 
doc:tor•• 

!he cammi ttee preaented the tollcnd.na proposal t.o the Board of Goveniora: 

We propose that the Institute approTe Dr. 1heodoa 1 
propoaal provided that JDember Companies would have a 
hospital program aftil&ble to &hare t.be cos~ ot the pro-

··· -,&ram, or ahaorb:.tJ:i• coat. ,which could .. a,m .ux,'·to.ttoo.oo 
au::imm per cue tor ho1pitali1&tion, biopa;, transportation, 
va,e lose, etc. 

'lhe program vu approved by t.be Board on the basis that member 
Companies could participate in the pro_gram on an individual basis, and there 
would be, therefore, DO .t'inancial reepon.sibility on the Institute. 

· 2. Dr. Smit.h preaented the detail• ot obtaininc autopsy specimen 
1tud1es tram the Saranac Laboratory, Outline ot the 11edical routines, the 
11nployment and medical h11ton.e1 and 1pecimen preparation were given each 
Doctor. 'lbe several values ot tuch a program were emphasized. Animal ex­
peri.Jllentation has contributed cz-eatly, but nen more ccmplete knowledge ot the 
disease process can be obtained t.hrough this 1tucST • Collecti vel.7, the induatrr 
experience can be extremely valuable 1n this regard. Ind1 vidual reports to the 
aubmitting c~ will eatabliah, in a manner not. pc111bl1 b;y z--rq and cli.nical 
diagnosis, the extent ot the d11ea11 process and, therelore, th• txtent ot 
Workman'• Compensation liability tor a particular cue. 

It vaa qreed that each aarnber compaey, through ita Doctor1 vould process 
u aazv cases u vu poasible under this propam. t'be Saranac Laboratory will 
ll&ke individual report to the IUbmitting company-, am, vhen autt1cient at.udies 
bave been made, review the collective experience tor a report to th• induatr)". 

3. f. reti.w ot the irticlea-01 Drs.·Km,x and·BeatUe entitled, 
tlffmfl"ll Content ot Lungs Attar Exposure to Asbestos Dust" and "Distribution 
ot Mineral Particles and Fit)res in the Lungs after Exposure to Asbestos Dust" 
vu made b;y Dr. Scheper1 ot Saranac Laboratory. Hie mnerous comenta on 
t.hea1 tvo article• were diacus1ed bJ' the group. It vaa the conaensu1 that the 
prmae ot the diaeue .. chanism developed in these paper• .-a not aubstantiate4 
~l>l tJi,.k_w~a.rCll or that ot other,. J 

Afternoon Session 

1h1 entiN afternoon HHion vaa spent 1n listeninc to the d.ilcuasion ot 
. t.be 'Relationahip ot Aabe1toai1 to Pulmonar:, Cancer• b7 Dr. Schepers. A nmnber 
ot 1l1d11 001\t.e1n1nc tacts and a.sure, concemine the subject ot cancer were 
abolme At b latt.r pen Id hi.I c:U,aou,lion, he uda lame conclU1ion1 concerninc 
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the relationship ot asbestos to l~ cancer. Here are 1011e of the highlight., I 
&leaned trom then!1acuaa1ons 

Both aabestos and lilicosi1 dust do not neceHarily lead to lung cancer, 
In acme cues, asbestos will protect the l~s t'rom cancer, C'l'be 1'1.rst case o~ 

ezncer-of the lungs dUe to ubesto1 vaa tound in En&land 1n 19)2. These are 
lncliah atatiatics. ·- · 

Lung ea.near haa been on the increase tor the -past thirty rears. Industrial 
cancer averaged 9.S cues out ot 100,000 persona 1n a 1948 auney, Lung cancer 

. 11 uuall7 present 1n the tu'ty to tU't;J-tive 7ear age sroup. However, when 
ccpoaed induatri&ll.T, this croup age may be u much u ten rears earlier. 
L11ted below.- are acme ot the carcino1ena that cause cancer: 

Tara 
Oils 
Nickel 
Copper 
Chrame 

'lheae lut three cauae a hich percentage ot cancer, particularl7 chrome or 
chramium. 

The W-es-rtlerilwl-g-overment 1n ·l9Sl recognizel! lung cancer caused by asbesto•ti 
In-mother Jzitish aurver. it was tound that 1.32~ o! 61 000 silicosis cases had 
cancer lilhile 13.2%, or 1.:ten times more persona out of 266 ubestosia cases were 
attected. 'lhere!'ore 1 "the incidence ol lung cancer vi th asbestos is tan times : 
greater-than··that ·ot silicos1s, However, it was pointed out that experience 1n 
North America·-does not cornspond to these tieures. We haTe aeen Teey rew cases 
ot ubestos and cancer. Possibly tbe di!terent experience ie due to the !act 
that 1n England a considerable amount ot amosite .t'ibre 11 ued, while oTer here 
ve ue mo1t.1¥ chrysoW.. tibn and little amo11te. 

In the same 1un97 it vu found that the aTerage age tor cancer to strike 
tor male• was SS rears, tesn.aleaL. 41.i.6 rears. Exposure time vu 20 rears tor 
the male and 7.6 tor temalea. lbese an aftrages. There vu a carcinoma !ound 
1n a male u lav u aix rears cposure and u low u ■ix months expowre 1n a 
tamale. . 

Alter Dr. Schepers concluded his diacuHion, the vri ter suggested a pro-
posal to· the Board of Governor, u tollon: 

Dr. Schepers ot Saranac Laborato17 suggested that particles ot 
aabestoa be inserted in animal l'W'lgs 1n order that research be done 
on w.a problem (cancer and ubestoaia) ■o that tact.a mq be deter­
llined to ccmbat unjuat ccapensation cl •11ne. 

'l'hia proposal vu ottered to the Board and it vu their recommendation 
t-bat Dr. Scbepera be nqueat.d to ■wnbit a propoaal tor tw-ther consideration. 

-------------------·--·- -----·------· 
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