‘ VINUTES OF THE ASBESTCS TEXTILE INSTITUTE
el ATR HYGIENE COMCITTEE LEETTHG

June L, 1956
IN ATTENDANCE WERE:
D. Re Holmes
Ralph Smith, Ceneral Asbvestos
Dr. Kenneth Smith, Johns.ianville
, lir, Ceorge Griswold, Southern Asbestos
§ MORNING SESSION

. fa

The first iten on the agenda was the discussion of Asbestosis anc Cancer
in relation to the Taylor case at Lancaster, Pa., in which a state referee decided
the case in favor of the employee on the basis of finding an Asbestosis-Cancer
relationship, This decision was mace by the referee on the basis of writings
by Dr, Husper of the llational Institute of Health, Bethesda, iaryland,

It is Dr, Lenneth Smith's opinion that most medical men consider that a
normal X-Ray pattern must be shown in order to establish an Asbestosis-Cancer
relationship,

. Prior to this meeting a memorandum was received from Industrial Hyglene
o Foundation entitled PROPUSED EPILIXIOLOGICAL STUDY OF LUiiG CAHCIR IN ASBLSTOS
WRIERS FOR TL ASBESTOS TELTILE LiSIIVUIE.

~

Thare are two questions raised in reference to this memorandum «
1, Uhether there is a relation tetween Cancer and Asbestosis, and

2 Vhether a relationship exists between Lung Cancer and consideraile
exposurs to asbestos fibres and dust,

There are about 2,000 workers in this industry whose employment records could be
a basis for such a survey, During the weels of April 23rd and liay 7th, visits
. were made to seven plants of the Asbestos Textile Institute, Conferences were
held with representatives of management from ecch plant, The purpose of this
. visit was to determine the extent of availability of medical records and employe
ment records in a period of time covered by them, Each plent was questioned
Tegarding the mmber of known cases of Asbestosis and Lung Cancer, if any,

The I.B.F, advises that there are at least 1,800 asbestos textile workers
enployed under observable conditions for periods sufficiently long to get a total
of no less than 15,000 personwyears, They also advise that this should be an
adequate basis on which to predict with 907 accuracy, providing the plant
incidence is actually higher than that in the general populatiom,

™ It 45 anticipated that the field work for such a study would consume ap=-

proxcinately six months, An analysis of the datd and any necessary review in
preparation of the report an additional six months, On this basis, cost of the
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study is estimated at ,17,500,00 including travel and outeof-pockst expenses,
The cost of the initial fact finding survey ves /86,,00, This was slightly less
than the 41,000,00 estinated. It was tha desire of the ccrmittee that a copy
of this memorandum from the I,H.F. be sent to each member of the Air Hygiens
Cammittee along with a lettar urging that each menber of the caamittee impress
the importance of this program to the Officers of his Campany, This has already
been done, ©

. @-hadwYT6nz discussion with Dr, Renneth Smith {n reference to this prograg
oovering the relationship of Asbestosis to Cancer., It 4s his opinion that it
(¢S of primary importance that this program be adopted as soon as possible, so
that the I.H.F, could publisk the resuits of this survey along with the results
fram & survey undertalen by them for the Quebec mining sssociation,

On May 11, 1956, a letter was received by the Chaimman from a Dr. Kenneth ki,
Lynch, Presicent, of the liedical College of Soutl Carolina. Dr. Lynch is doing
sane work in relation to the effect of Asbestos dust on laborstory amimals ex-
posed for prolonged periods in dusting chambers. He is primarily interested in
enlisting the aid of the Asbestos Industry in this effort, which for the past
eight years has been and is presently being supported by the National Cancer
Institute of the U, S, Public Health Service, Tihis letter was discussed at the
meeting with Dr, Lennsth Smith, who has woriced along with Dr, Lynch for many
years,

Dr. Lynch is also doing work for another nember of the Institute and has
been doing so for some tire, Dr, Lynch is performing this work in an effort
to clarify the relation of Asbestosis and Cancer of. the Lung.

It was the opinion of the camittee that the Chairman should write Dr,
Lynch and thank him for his interest in Industry and its problems, houever,
advising him that we have other programs being instigcted at this time and cene 4
not, therefors, enter into any programs for the support of his worlk,

]

We had a discussion on the Spencer Stocl: Conditioner, We all agreed that
this type of conditioner is probably the best on the market and that it wes to
operate on small percentages of oil - less than 1¢%, providing the humidity is
:&" control, as Stock will ordinarily not run with more than 507 relative

dity.

John Weber now has a heavy type bag loader in operation and is very well
satisfied with 4it, 1I{ is practically dust fres. ,

The next discussion was in reference to the amount of dust in asvestos
fibres received from the mines, However, at a later date we should receive
sane {igures on these dust psrcentages and at that time we hope to take the
subject up with the mines,

We next talked on the Wheelobrater Dust Collection system, Ralph Smith
and George Oriswold related their experiences in the installation and operation
of this type unit, As we have said before, the Industry now has several
Whaelobrater collectors in operation and to our knouledge all are operating in
& satisfactory manner, This type of unit is camparatively maintenance free,
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Lo
. ' Our next discussion concerned compensation as it is handled in several
states, This discussion was informative to each one of s as it rives an

opportunity to campare one state systum against the other,

ACENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING
N - Continuing the discussion of the memorandum fram the I.E.F. on Asbestosis
., and Cancer, '

2 = Contimuing the discussion of spraying fibres with oil with a view tovward
the elirdnation of dust at the source.

J « Report on general improvements and eliminstion of cust by whatever means,

D. R. Uolmes, Chairman
Air Hyziere Committee
Astestos Textile Institute
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