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MINt1'l1S OF THE ASBESTCS TCCTILE D~nTUTE 

Am HIGmlE C0l-llITTEE l·DTIHG 

June 4, 1956 

l>. I. Holme• 
Ralph Smith, Oeneral As~estos 
l>r. len:ittth Smith, Johns-Manville 
Hr. Oeorge Grinold, Sou.them .ubeato1 

MCJU?Ilm SESSION 

The ~st item on the agenda vu the diacu.ssion ot Asbestosis ancl Cancer 
in relation to the Ta1l0r case at Lancaster, Pa., in which a 1-t.te re!'eree decided 
the cue in tavor ot the ern!)loyee on the basis o! !inding an Asbestosis-Cancer 
rll&t.10nship. 1bis decision was ma"• by the referee on tbe basis of writings 
b7 Dr. Huepez, ot the lJatiomal Institute ot Bealth, Bethesda, i-la17land. 

It 11 Dr. Z:enneth Sr,lith 1s opinion that most medical •n consider that a 
normal X-Ray pattern muat be shown in order to establilh an Asbestosis-Cancer 
Nl&tionship. 

Prior to this meeting a memorandum was received frcm Industrial qgiene 
lo,md,at.ion entitled PnOPasm EPID~lI.:>LOGICAL STlTJY OF LUUG CAllCI:R IN ASBf.STOS 
~ FOR U ASDSST~ T&;mE :U-TSl'I':l.'UTE. 

br1 are two ciuut1on1 raiaed in reference to this zumonndum • 

1. Whether tbere 11 a relation between Cancer and .l1besto1ia, and 

2. tlbether a relat.1.onahip IXiltl betlreen Lung Cancer and conaideraiJle 
apo1ure to ubestoa fibres and·dust. 

'!here are about 2,000 workers in this industr.r whose ampl01Zent records could be 
a bui1 tor such a aurvey-. During the veel.s ot April 23rd and Uay- 7th, Ti.lits 
ven made to •even plants ot the A.tbeatoa Te::tile Inoti tute. Con1'erencea were 
held Vith repreaenU!.t.1.ves ot management fZ'Q.1 er.ch plant. '?he purpose of this 
"f11it vu to determine the extent ot &Tailabilit1 ot aedical records and empl07• 
Mnt records in a period ot time COTIJ'ed by- thm. F.ach plant vas queetioned 
recardins t.be mmaber ot JmcMi case• of Aabestosis and Lung Cancer, it mr • 

1.he IJI.P'. adY1se1 that there are at least 1,800 ubestoa textile workers 
eployed under oboervable cond1 tiona tor periods aufticientl.7 long to set a total 
ot no leis t.han 15,000 person.year,• '1'be7 al.so adviae t.ha t W.1 1hould be an 
adequate bui1 on vhich to predict With ,U: accurac7, pro~din& the plant 
incidence ii actuall.7 bi;her than that in the 1eneral populaticm. 

It 11 mt.id.pated· tJlat t-he field work tor nch a 1tud)" would consume ap,­
pz-axi:atel.7 aix months. An ~ ~ the data am aq nece•aaJ7. NTiev in 
JINPU'&t.ion of ~ report III add1 tS.oul 11: mnta. On Wa bu11, coat ot the 
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atuc\7 ii eatimated at .A.7.,S00,00 includine tra~ and out-ot-pocket expenses. 
The cost ot·the initial tact finding 1urve1 vas ~~.oo. 'l'hi.1 vaa •lilhtly le11 
than ~1e Jl,000,00 11t.1matecl.. It vas the desire of the ccmr.u. ttee t.hat a copr 
ot this 111m10randum trca the I.H.1. be eent to each i:aember ot the Air Hygiene 
Camaittee alone vith a letter urging that each Ji\mber ot the cClilmittee iJllpress 
the importance ot tbia progz-1111 to the O!ficers ot hia CClmpanJ. 1h11 has al.re&~ 
l>een done. · · 

a:-tmct"T'l'Ci11:-c1rseuision ·ui th Dr. ~eMeth Smith in reference to t.his prog:-• 
OOffrtng tbe relati011Sh.i.p ot Asbestosis to Cancer. It is his opinion t.hat it 

(is·o~ pnmar.r ili\portance that this ~roermn be adopted ao soon as poasible, 10 
that the I.B.F. could publish t.he results of this 1urny along with the results 
b'cm a I\IZ'T17 undertaken b7 th• tor the Quebec min:l.ng aasociat.ion. 

· 0ft Hq ll, 1,56, a letter wu received bf the Chaiman tram a Dr. Kenneth •1. 
t,nch, President, ot the Hedical Collece or Sout:i Carolina. Dr. Lynch is doing 
acme work 1n relation to the et!ect or Asbestos clust on laborat.oey animals ex­
posed tor prolonged periods in clustinc chambers. He 11 p~arilf interested 1n 
enlisting the aid ot tbe A1bestos Industry 1n this ettort, which tor the past 
eight years ha1 been and ia present~ being supported by the tlational c.ncer 
Inltitute of the u. s. Public Beal th Service. ~us letter vaa discussed at the 
uetinc vith Dr. ~enneth Ssnith, vho bu 110rlted alone vith Dr. Lynch for Ull1 
7u.ra. 

Dr. Lynch ia al.lo doin& work tor another umber ot the Institute ancl has 
been doinG so tor acne tir,1e. Dr, l7Dch 11 perf'om:1.ns this work in an et!ort 
to clarify the relation of Asbe■tow and Cancer ot. the Lung. 

It wu the opinion of the cClllili. ttee that the Ch&irman should. vr1 ta Dr• 
L:,nch and thank him tor hi.a interest 1n InduSU"'/ and i ti problems, houever, 
advising him that we have other procrams being inltig:-ted at this time &mi cen­
not, there!ore, enter into any- progrmna tor tbe support of his vork. 

12 

Ve had a discuslion on the Spencer Stoel: Conditioner. We all ae;reod that 
this type of concl1 tioner 1a proba!ll.T the best on ·the url:et and that 1 t vcs to 
operate on amall percentages ot oil• less than 1~, provica.nt; the humiditr 11 
1Wier control, u Stock vill ordinari~ not nm with aore than Sa:! relative 
lm=idity. 

John Weber now has a he&\7 type bag loader in operation aid 11 ftJ'7 vell 
eatiatied with it. It 1a practicall.J ctuat tr•• 

'Die next c111cuasion vas 1n reference to the amount of duat in asbestos 
fibres received trcn t.be mines. However, at a later date ve should receive 
IClile figures on these dust percentqea and at t.hat time ve hope to talte the 
l\ab~ect up With tJie Id.nu. 

We next talked on the Wheelobrater Dust Collection ·•ystem. Jlalph Smith 
w Georee On.awold related their mq,eri1nce11n·tb• installation and operation 
ot W.1 type unit. Aa ve haft laid betore, the Industry now has 1everal 
whaelobrater collector■ in operation and to our knwledse all are operating in 
a aatiatacto17 ■•oner. !Id.a ~• of IIDit 11 OClllpGZ'ati~ uintenance tree • 

. --··----· -- --- ··~ 
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Our next d11cuasion concerned ccmpensati:,n a:s it 11 handled in several 
1tates. Thia discussion vu ini'ormat.ive to each one ot ,.,.1 u it ~ives an 
opportum.t7 to ccnpara ona 1tAte.171tAmi a;ainat the other. 

~-JD_A_POR ___ 'l'HE ___ m_•_T.....,>iu: __ :E:TIN ____ G 

·13. • Continuing the diaciJHion ol the memorandum tram the I.B.F. on As'bestosia 
• Ind c.ncer. · 

2 • Continuinc the discussion Di" 1prr.yint; f'ibres "1.th oil 111th a Tia1 to1-1ard 
t.he •l1m1 mt.ion of dut at i;he source. 

3 • laport on general. improvements and elimint.tion ot clust bJ' whatever meana. 

D. R. llol'les, Chairman 
Air ffr;ie~e c~ ttee 
.la'bestoa Textile Institute 
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