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Indusicial Life and Health Insurance Under the Guise of Compensation for Occupational Diseuses 
There are pending i the New Yoek Legis- Iature, with prospects of enactisent, Senare Bili Introductory No. 20 (Coughfing and A« sembly Bilt Introdictory No, 20 (McCaffeey), 

to annd the Workmon's Ceanpensation gw 
to make all “occupational dicasesTM compens- able. without specification or definition of the discascs deemed to he “oucupational”, Thege identical bills for *alf inclusive coverage of 

occupational discasesTM are contrary to the prac- tice under all the well-establishied compensatio: 
laws und s .uld adinit of 2 cointruction where- under all the discases of ordinary lifc, merely contribiicd to by usual incidents and exposures of work, woukt §ive rise to the right to com. 

pensation. Such a halility is neither equitable 
nor endurable 1t would. in effect, extend the 
comnpensation faw, bevond its tyue putpose of providing reparation for injuries for which “trade riska" arc responsible, far into the fields of general health and fife insurance, 

The Associated Industries of New York State hac estimated the additional cost that woukl be imposed upon industry by the enact. ment of this measure at over $12,000,000 Per year. In alt probatality. however, the 2dd;- tional cost would far exceed that figure. Forcign ¢xperience indicate, that social health insurance, with benefits at the levels provided onder the New York Workinen's Compensa- tion Law. would cost many times the present cost of sccident compensation i New York It iz toward such a peak that the cost of com- prading for occupational diseases o Xew Yol if these bills should he enacted, wonly proyressively pige 
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The principal of such disca-es would b 
silicosis; and compensation for sihicosis, re- 
gardiess of fault, would entail a hea y incrcase 
im compensation cost, in many industrics, and in 
their insurance rates. Such increaced cost 
woukd be wnendurable for many industries 
unless they resart promptly to mn.g thorough 
means for prevention, and even then there wil! 
rentiin & further difficalts o 

Such discases as silicusi often do not mani- fest themselves until aiter many years of 
exposure Consequently, during the early years 
under compensation for such distases a large 
proportion of disabilitics and diaths resulnng 
therefrom will be due principalh 1o exposures 
privr to the date when the compercation cov- 
eraze became effcctive. In other words, at the 
start under such 3 Iaw, indiciry would have imposed upon it a farge volune of “incurred tiabilities” for disabilities and deatls resuiting in the future but contracted in the pase 

To insure againat future contraction of these diseases is onc thing. To insure aginst 
such future contractions plos assmptivn of Yiability for the future results of past eomtrac- tions is another. Obviously industry has not been buikling up funds nor has it pant prem. wums with which to meet the future looses of the already incurred or potential hahibinies 

mentioned, 

Indwstry shoukl swake to the gravity of this problem, incident 1o the Initiation of 
sny plan of compensation for progressise 
diseaves of grodual conteaction, wml v nid the delosion that it can be solveil. I insare 
snce or otherwise, exeept at o vers heavy 
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