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AN compensaten fiws 1n cover <o called
L discases b many mtances thewe
roasnee ke the Ioone af an allanclnave pra-
s ahat geally anwants g0 mulefinne bealily
wl hle wiance oy A workess at the on-
e of thew caysbaycrs
e ol these neasires wonkd make com-
vinalibe, regardiess of fanlt an the met of the
nplovere either Al divcases arising out of
¢ enwyployment, or all oecupational discases so
vivng witheut definition* of (he wmeaning of
s term accupatinns! dhseate™.  Such neas-
' aching alunlutely in definitions of the
s wwrant 10 he covered, would, in clfect,
wder the false gwise ni compensation for oc-
qalional injuries, impose upow crwployers an
Mgatin tn insure (hesr e apainst
tproninstely all the ordmary || of hfe,
ven twwgh merely contrmied 1o by wsaat
wl comwvan incidents of work or reslting
14 Cames aver which the employer can have

s the present cost of
'mnnlmg for mnjurers “by accident.”
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shewe releried in, b dangermm nev-
etheless, are measures to exiend the compen-
e law 1o cover “occupational discases”
The shjection to such

rvered Inst all of them
Wl discases” gt I constructions that
soobed gy dden mdustey wilh the cou of malti-
wirs of cases of dralulny and death from
heease (or wiech ity is in mowie truly
rtemuble  Uncertamty, wal muelliplicity of
4.0 v, 33 owse have ol e o sisch Idank-
U sbehustsms Thromglwant the civibised workl,
de the Unied Siates, the 1macte is s
adied ol befinmg MOt discases by
specoinally dr\tuln'ng them, e
e a0 defised heing deternsined by
o That nectined of definsion,
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b iweve aln b oSates i thie Cinmtry,

L [T
L L P A [ET R [TV PRV I B
foned e Comgeen ation baw G, vy boge
e b gt e LTI ERY PN}
vl o o el walhe e sl ol e
wore mewly vocomnid e e g NITRUN T |
LT PR TINN

Comnpnas i for b, tecaniee, o
Fanlt (and asheatins, win e fonnd, e bongs
e e cepory) will cutas) a heavy nIIeaNe
e comnpenation oo, i sy nlisliies, apd
i Ahelr invame aates, Fxperence m Wis.
consin idicates that in e mcupations, i
which the harands of silico are exceplionally
high, the wa of compensation for silicosis

sl may amwnnt 10 mine dises the et of |

comprasation for aceidents. Pravisions m the
faw <ecially 1o safegmard compensation for
silicosis against imponitions and atwices niay
avord sich an oves whels g cost. at, wmnder
any circunistance, (he hasreben imposed oy
imhishy will he heavy, and, in many industiies,
will e wnendurable unbess they 1eart prooyuly
to the uwnt thevongh nwans foy e vention,
Aned cven then there will scmain 2 sevions il
ficnlty :—

Sech diseases as -licosis often e ol nmani-
fest thenrselves wntil afier many years of ex-
rosie. Conseypiemtly, during the caily years
Wl commpwnsation for swh theeases a bwpe
oportiens of disabibitics and derths vesulting
therchiom will le die Pocipally o exguranes
i to the date when the Crunpensalum cav.
riage became ellective. o other words, ap tle
St nndes sich a law, velistiy will buave un-
peeed i i3 Lirge vohume of “wenerenl bia-
babitine™ for disabilitics and deaths o rewdt
in (L2 futime frome discases cwmdiactod i ahe
past.

Tainune avainst futore Conteaction of awh
hseases is ane Hing. To imsuee against swh
Itiee comtractioms Phus assumstinn of liabil-
Hy fur the (wme seanlts of 1505 comtiactume
is amdher, Oviursly idistiy s nesdier ae-
cmmbaied fuuls mw goaut Prenmmnm o auct
Ve Tetore bon o Frewss din aticady mennied or
potetial labediies swocntioned

Industry ahoubl awake 1o the Rreavity of
this pralden (whick ie invileutal to the
imiti~tinn of wuy plnn of compenantion for
propressive discancs of e wdunl cwntrne.
tins) wwil nhonbd wvaid he detunion that
Wenn be sbred, by b wee wr wtherwise,
TIerpt ot a seey heny e,
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mast follow exposnc; aml to e hube amiloca
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Mior to the clective date of the oo Hal by
coverage

4. Specification of an cvemt [rom the dwe ni
which Jall rm the tiene int o mdue al
injury and clim fon CONnsatinr  w bew ol
the “ilate ol the accidemt”, ag b the typsical
compenation laws
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Industrial Life and Health Insurance
Under the Guise of Compensation
for Occupational Diseuses

There are pending in the New York Legis-
lature, with Prospects of emactinent, Sente
B Introductory No. 20 (Coughlin) and As.
sembly Bill Introductory No. 2 (McCaffrey),
to an:nd the Workmin'y Conpensation Law
to make all “occupational discases™ compns -
able. without specification or definition of the
diseascs deemed to he “oucupational”,  Thege
identical bills for “all inclusive coverage of
occupational discases™ are contrary to the prac-
tice under all the well-established compensation
laws and .l adimit of a cotitruction where-
under all the disca~es of ordinary life, merely
contrilnicd to by usual incidents and exposures
of worl, would §ive rise to the right to com.
pensation.  Such a habiliey is ncither equitable
nor enduralle It would. in effect, extend the
compensation Jaw, Levond its true purpose of
providing reparution for injuries for which
“trade 5isks" arc responsible. far into the fields
of general bealth and life msurance,

The Associated Industries of New York
State hac estimated the additional cost that
would be imposed upon industry by the enact-
ment of this measure at over $12,000,000
Per year. In all probability., however, the addi-
tional cost would far exceed that figure.
Foreign cxperience indicate, that social health
insurance, witl benefits at the levcls provided
under the New York Workinen's Compensa-
tion Law. would cost many times the present
et of accident compensation in New York
It iz toward such a peak tlut the cost of com-
pevsating for occupational diseases in New
Yorl if these bills should he enacted, wonld
proiressively pig,

There is alswo ¢, prepaation another bill
which would addd g, 11, Prosent schedule of
orcupationat discics under the New York law
those  dicesiney of the Jungs and Tesgnratory
Lot LT3 TR DO the anhatation
of .nganic dusts i LA occupatinns spec-
thed sl dieayr. 4, le compenalie nnder
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The principal of such disca-es would be
silicosis; and compensation for silicosis, re-
gardieas of fault, would entail a heas y incrcase
im compensation cost, in many industrics, and in
their insurance rates.  Such increaced cost
would be wnendurshle for many industries
unless they resart promptly to mast thorough
nxans for prevention. and even then there wil!
remain a further difficults —

Such discases as silicosis often do not mani-
fest themselves until aiter many ycars of
exposure Conscqucntl,\’. during the early years
under compensation for sich discases a large
proportion of disabilitics and d:ath. resuinng
therefrom will be due principally 1o exposures
privr to the date when the comper<ation cov-
eraze became effcctive. In other words, at the
start under such a law, indiiciry would have
imposed upon it a large volume of “incurred
liabilitics™ for disabilitics and deatls resuiting
in the future but contracted jn the pase

To insure againet future cortraction of
thexc diseases is onc thing. To insure agminst
such future contractions plus assunption of
Yiability for the future results of past contrac-
tions is annther. Obviously industry has not
been building up funds nor has it panl prem-
iums with which 1o meet the future Iowses of
the already incurred or potential liahiisties
mentioned.

Industry should awake 10 the gravity of
this problem, incident to the initiation of
any plun of compensation for progressive
disenses of gradual contraction, unid s mid
the delasion that it can be robhved. I insar-
ancr or otherwise, exerpt at w veey heavy
cost.
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