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at tne reguest of Johns-Manville ana others in the 
diatozscecis esrtn inaustry, the U.o. rublic ueslth 
Service Das un.ertasen a survey to estabiisn the relation- 
saip of exposure to diatomacecus eartn and exployees heclth, 

Investigation and excerizentation is comtinuing and &s of 
the present tise we are not in possession of the final 
word on variocus sspects of the yroblem. 

The entire 3edical and research grogris {s under the 
:1{”&::‘ of the Johns-Manville Medical Director, Dr. 

A% this time, we tnov enovgh te warrunt cur sdvising 
customers, 8 to ainimise 8o far as possibie tae dust 
created by the use of the material and, b) 4if the noture 
of tne use will not ;erals the reduction of the qust 
concentration to sale levels, to require ent nse of 
protective devices. 

OQur furtaer experience and experissntition msy tsuse sone of the 
foregoing facts %o become out of date, in whole or in part, at sone 
tize in the futare, and {f a customer spould request sese vritten 
statezent {ron the Com;any or sors up-to-date infor=.tion the request 
znoulo de referred to ueneral deadquarters along vith a stutement as 
%0 vm:.:or or not the inforastion contained in this bulletin nas been 
SJovided, 

C.J. O'Nall 
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Ths form of letter we will use in reply to written inquiries 
fres customers concerning the nev labels: 

"he nave your lettcr of 
re.ardirg tue labeling of &'iu containing 
ana the caution required in copnection with Dandlirg 
of tais ccmposition silica., Please be adviszed thst 
our Celite povders are bBasically diatomacecus silica 
which, in natural ferm, 48 amorpbous but waich, if 
ca.cired, contains a substantial percentage of 
crystalline silica. 

e full story of the exact naturs snd extent of the 
eccupational disease hazard created by axcessive con- 
centrations of ajetomacecus earth dust is not yet 
known. However, it is rather generally accepted that 
the inhalstion of crystalline silica over extended periods 
of time 15 Boraful. Jehns-Manville hus supported extensive 
research for the purpose of determining the effects of its 
celite saterials vhien used under conuitions that produce dust. 
These investigations are continuing and s of the present 
ize we do not gnov toe complete ansver. However, we know 

anough to warrsnt eur advising customers (a) to minimize 
80 far as possible the dust created by the use of the material 
and (b) Aif the nature of the use will not permit the reductien 
of the dust concentratien to safe levels, to require the use 
of gretective aevices.® 
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