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at tne reguest of Johns-Manville ana others in the
diatozsceous eartn inaustry, the U.o. rubiic uealtn

dervice bas un.ertadien a survey to estabiisn the relation-
8a1p of exposure to diatomaceous eartn and ezployees heclth.

Investigation and ex;erizentation is continuing and &8 of
the present tiase we are not in possession of the final
word on various aspects of the yroblea.

The entire 3edical and research grogrir {s under the
:1{”;:::;“ the Johins-Manville Medical Director, Dr.

4% this tine, ve mov enovgh te warrunt cur sdvising
Custoners, a) to ainimise 8o far as possible tae dust
crested by the use of the material and, b) {f the nature
of tne use will not ;erait the reduction of the gust
concerntrition to safe levels, to require eht nse of
protective devices.

Our furtaer expericnce and experimentation msy csuse sone of the
foregoing facts to becone out of date, in whole or in part, at sone
tize in the fature, and if a custoaer spould request sole vritten
statexent fro= the Com;any or sore up-to-date infor=.tion tne request
3noulc de referrea to Gemeral Hesdquarters along vith s statement as
%0 vno:.:er or not the inforastion contained in this bulletin nas been
Sovided.

C.J. 0'Neil

(HY .- rraen
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The form of letter we will use in reply to wvritten inquiries
fres customers concerning the nev labels:

"ke nave your letter of
reLarding tue labeling of bags containing
ana the cautien required in comnection with ha irg
of tois composition silica. Please be adviszed thst
our Celite powders are basically diatomacecus silica
wvhich, in natural form, is aaorphous bat waich, if
ca.cired, contsins a sutstantisl percentage of
srystalline silica.
e Sull story of the exact mature »nd extent of the
octupational disease hazard created by excessive con-
centrations of ajatomacecus earth dust is not yet
known. However, it is rather generally accepted that
the inhalation of crystalline silica over extended periods
of tize 13 horaful. Johns-Manville has supported extensive
resesarch for the purpose of determining the effects of its
Celite aaterials vhen used under conuitions that produce dust.
These investigations are continmuing and as of the present
ine ve do not gnov tne complete ansver. However, we imovw
enough to warrsnt our advising customers (a) to minimize
80 far as possible the dust created by the use of the materisl
. and (b) Af the nature of the use vill not permit the reductien
of the dust concentratien to safe levels, to require the use
: of gretective aevices.®
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