Bert C. Goss Septamber 19, 1968
: Carl Thoapsca W.D.Jenkins
I.3.Zabn
Johns-Manvills Project on Selikaff Progrsa J.3lish

This {s & skaletonized rundown o & Rev Ioject given us by Salon and

Raines of Johns-Manville Wednesday. It's really a checklist of vhat ve
have to 4o, vith scae -ismedista assignment suggesticoms. If you hawve

thoughts about anything I've left out, shooct them on. As all should

know, ve need to get this into actiom Jjust as soon as possidle, and are
aiming for a date not later than the veek of October lh.

1. Project Assigmment: K, at request af J-M, is to give all assistance
possidle -- vhich really mesaps do much of the vark -
Bospital's 8chool of Medicine's Envirommental Sciences labaratary’s
Public relsticns pecpls in meking & major nevs stary out af the

Zeat and Frost Insulators and Asdestos Workers, Aldert E. HMutchinsom,
resident; and the asbestos industry, oamsly, Johns-Manville Corporaticn,
J. B. (Bart) Jobe, vice president of J-U. The Divisica of Occupaticoal
Health, U.S. Public Health Service, is at lsast inspirationally invalved,
Dr. Mwrray Brown, directar. Detalls of the frogran vill bde foarthcoming,
but essentially, it is an in-depth research an causes and Frevention of
occoupatioml health probtlems involved i{n insulating vark, especially
relating to voricing vith asbestos.

2. BK vill vant to prepare a press kit of jctures and stories of this.
Ve have t0 decids vhat the btasic elements of this kit should bde.

3. Prelixinary thoughts are that the announcement and press kit distridution
should be made at aDress confarence at Mt. Sinal with Selikct? as leader,
along wvith union, intustry and PHS representatives, probably those oamad
Mo

b, More detalled {nformaticn on the Project is an immediats meed. Thompson
4is €0 beglin collecting such infarmaticn Thhrsday, Septamber 19, vith an
igtarviev vith Jobe af J-}. Presumbly, this vill follow with interviewvs
rith Selikaf? and Hrtchinsom,

{

S« HAK has %o establish how and hov much this is & "first” -- of & Joiatly- -~
fimanced stidy with union, {ndumtry and science on an cccupaticoal hesalth
problem. Doss anyone know of similar effcart? Ideas for verifiying this

"£1ret?” Check with PES, NICB, Departmant of lLadar, Murray Brova’? Others?
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8. W11l Jenkins check publicity department ses vhat lesd tize majcr neve

9. As socon as possihle we will vant to get uxisrvay Rlan for exicrsement

P in mind the oegatives of such an
to maks these positives. In Wrief, scae of

A. Making sure all stataments for participants point cut that the problem
is occupaticnal and doeszot invalve a public risk,

3. PMaying up the cecperative «ffort rather than the Problam being studied,
This may not de campletaly Possible, obvicusly.

C. Descriding the mollsm {n toxms of meed for Inowing mare about it rather
than a tyoad, ecceptad bazasxd,

D. Descriding the research in terms af reducing exposure to possihle bealth
risks af inhaling asbestcs 0 lowest Jeesidle lsvels regardless of vhether
there is known heslth risks invalved at current exposures. :

B. Attazpting to keep sll participants right on the sudject, and not
(15 QA for exanple) going off into speculaticns relsted to the
occupaticnal heelth of the varkesrs. (e.g., stay off braks linings,
mescothelicmas, smbient alr, ets.)

P. Glving the major play to Selikaf'? and his growp and ¢o MTay Browva
and his group, vhils esphasizing this as an cutstaxiing and truil-
blazing examples of induwstry-union-scientist-goverrment cooperative
offort.

11. Ovvicusly, the rav mterials for carrying out this progrsm are not nov at
hand., As indicatsd, ve are going to get ths basics from those invalved.
Jeniking can begin d&rafting for our infarmation the basic deckground of
vhat's invalved and the plan of research intendsd.
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12. Zahn should begin preparing far invitation list for fress conferencs,
other lists for mailling and cther distridution of kits, axd for
cooperation vith Mt. Sinai's Schoal of Medicine's public relations
pecpls. Axy Mt. Sinat public relations conmtact should definitaly swait
our first coantact vith Selikoff, vho vill probably cpen the docrs for
this.

Ve vill hxve an RHU staff session on these points and other suggestions at

oar first oppcrtunity after ve have a little ncre specific infarmmtiom.

Meanvhile, exy thoughts, Jot dowa.,
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