Kareh 26, 1959

e ;: K. 7. Naylor
e I,dusirial Relations

3 At the econference held on m“‘i' ¥areh 24, 1959, with Mr. Kaylor,
} Dr. K. &xith, Hegh Jackson, Dr. £. D. Merrill, and C. L. Sheckler, 3
. a tepic tiat caze uzder reviev was the zanner in whica the Fedical -
LR .. Deparszert responded o Tequesis Zrem treatirg physicians o
. ] exazine XI-rays tases of cur ezployees. During this discussion, a 4
. e query &3 %0 the procedures folicwed ty other isgustrial orgaciza-
tions was trought up. =0 resolve this questlor, and wita the {_

- cezsent of ¥r. Laylor, tke Medical Dofamcnu of the followizg
- o organizaticns were csntacted: General ¥ciers Corporation of 3
ircen, New Jersey, Squiits, Jokngon & Joinsea, Zasso at Eaywway,
ces el Eareiite, and Azmericas Cyazaside. The following queries were
. sutsizted to the respective Medical Departaents: 1

ye, ®How deo you handie a regquest of an ezployee to take his chest

.. Z-rays tc his treating fhysician.” There was a uranizity in .

1 respcnse that the Jerays are zade availatle either by giving thea
X to the patient or sailimg thea directly to the treating prysician.
o

L

Ty In additior, direct requests {rom fagily doctors, chest esnsuitants,
: and radioleogists froz Rogpitals, were similarly honored by =malling
. t=e Yerays to the éecior. &t no time was the facily deeior or
RE? I-ray or chest eonsu-tant requested to cooe to the Medical Depart-
o J zers €2 the irncustrial plant to review the I-rays. Tas respective
R cozrazies kep: a recerd, indicating by whom and to whoz the I-rays
o were taxen and this motation was signed by the esployes.

Lo

e In sddition, the question was presented as to the manrer of resolving
- the tandling of cases whese positive I-ray fincings were discovared
. . during the course of either a periodic or incidental exaxinatiorn.
. - s Here again, the replies emphazized the importance of transzitting
LR to the sEployes the new findings, to alert him as to the urgent i
~ reed to take corrective measures and every effort nade o see that CR
POl the treating doctor had an opportunity to exanine the I-rays. :
. Essc, Squidts, and General Motors went further and frequesatly R
would send the patients to the company's consultants to make pure —
that a proper diagnosis was aade and the findings transmitted to : x

the fanily doctor.

The question was then submitted as to bow X-rays were hardled wben L.
employees were in litigation or anticipated litigation. BKon-selS g . .
insuring companies, such as Bakelite and American Cyanaaids, B
referred requests of this type to their insurance carriers. .
Nowever, American Cyanaride did transamit Z-rays to the treating
doctors 4f they were considered sthical and ‘ranrily intarested
4n maintaining and restoring the health of their patient. 4ll the
doctors stressed the importancs of maintaining good relations with
the fasily doctors consistent with the policies of the ceu:‘. -
Kedical A soclation. In alsost all cases, they-emphasised <o
mlibuity of 13:1 1iability due to failure to divulge mecessary
ormation for asintenance of the bealth of the exployee and
they all sesmed to De guided by the iple that what was good
for the patient was, in the last sis, good for.the employer.
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Amcng the sell-insured, I-rays were made available; however,
sale~-guards wers created to assure that the I-rays did notv go
8833y, in sore situations they were delivered by messengers or
duplicate X-rays vere tazer ia the respective XKedical Depariments.

Thece was common AgTeement axosg all the doctors, that I-rays could

te zade availatle 0y sutpoena on tae part of the employee dut tiis
was considered pocr pubiiec relaticas, asd it was deemed important
tc ezceourage e awarecess or thbe pars of the esployes of the
Yedical Tejarizezi's concern with tielr welflars and tLat every
effcrt was teling made 1O cocperate wiih the treating goctor ir
ercer o facilitate Bis quicx recovery and ‘to maiztain his health.

C= the basis of ke above izfcrmaticr, I recoz=ezd that we continue
zaxing availstie our Z-rays, witk autherization, on tbe part of
e pasiect, and that in the cases uazer litigation, the Safety
Derarize=: be inforzed of the reques: anc unger proper salfe-guards,
Irays be gaZe availatle 0 a prysician primarily interested in the
treataent and welfars of the patient.

I the abeve meets with your and Dr. Szith's approval, we will
consider its comtents a guide to Juture kandling of these requests.
12 tze above does 8ot ‘meet with your approval, pleass supply an
alsernate metktod of hanaliang these requests.

David T. m". N.D.
Mezical Department

DDuliag

oy

q°

PRy

o

00"

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
asbestosclaims.law/library/11228/2


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/11228/2

