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NP ¢ haa.rtm agree vith your plans to offer employees factual medical informe-

' tion conceming potential dust and :3alth hazards in your plant, It sxchbably
vauld ot Se nac=ssary €0 30 into =uch detail corncerning the history of the
dust prodlem, You might went to review it briefly as I bave outlined it in
the ®llowing paragraph. I am sure it would be advinble t.o ehcck oy h:utorical
impreuiom vith Bob Nevcanmb a.nd. Mr. Westmont.
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.’In 1932, legge and ‘Rosencrants reported on’a 'urny oa uhctad g:-oup of cur -
. e employees at Lampoc. The purpose of this study was to find the incidence of .
“tuberculosis among our Mexican employees. Pneumoconiosis wes mentioned bdbut s
;-.-~~- there was nothing to mdica‘a that this vas a problgn or bad esused. tny disa.bility.
”S l.‘ﬂ '. .;.
< o XD the ou'ly 19h0'l, ve mogniud tha.t occupstioml pulmonary d.iseue could be e e
;:‘ : asgociated with inhalation of our dust. We spent consideradble time and money - oo
-*—u consultation with experts and on anima) experiments. Unfortunately, the - o :
w—hbontory investigators at Saranac used only natural powders and reported no - .
disease production. This was reported about 1945 and thoroughly eonfused our -
oy magement and their doctors, for employees dsfinitely were developing a dis- T e
;_‘__r ‘abling pulmonary disease. Further investigations were started but these were =~ -7 .’
. delayed due to the death of Dr. Gardner at Saranac. It was not until about 1950 S
3 7i- -or 1951 that we f£irst were able to sgsociate ths disease with the coaversion of .
‘amorphous silica in natural powders to crystobalite in the calcined products. T ”
“Plans then were made to control dust and disease, and the U.S.P.H.S5, s T@= - - - = -
~-quested to help. The result of these plans and this hnlp is reflaeted in the , = :" :

- good heo.lth of our employees toda.y. o oL I S S
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m best ned:lcal plcture of our disease problem, in my opinion, could de obuined
."I fram the annual review and report on the employees' cheast x-rays. I bave reviewsd - _: .
- --,.' these reports each year for the past 4 or 5 years. They were compiled from data - . ;-
%‘“F**"oouemd by Dorothy and Dr. Duncan. “"Attached to this lstter is my reviev of the ™~ o7
—- - @Xcellent report Dorothy made lagt year. You will note that it shows the number ——

.of employees with uﬁ’orent X-ray mdinsa according to hngth of nrvice.
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i :.m ra.ct that ve m last’ year ho:. out of s1h auployeen vith negstive xer8ys should e
.. . prove that we bave no serious disease problem. Out of these 4Ol employees with R
r:- negative X-rays, several men have worked up to 30 years with us. At the same time, : .
o '+ there are only 17 cases with coslescent disease which scme day may cause disability, - -
" ...'The most significant fact, however, is that we are developing no new cases today ~ ~° .
”  and Dr. Duncan bas seen practically no progression of disease on the xsreys. This =
‘_..uggcmtoututthcunhlnnommmmuthoirvorktohymun
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;;_..,_:‘I certainly agree “that you lhou.u lnclud. our ahtionlhip with the U.8,P.H.8, in ST

. _eny preseuntation. It might be diplomatic alsoc to include the California State e

-....

":-“ pop-.r:unt or Kulth u yaur ru-.rh. Tou vu.l be intu-utcd to hwv thnt Dr. hvu i
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Crallsy will be visiting us on January 16 to reviev the published repert of the
_ survey of the diatcmite industry. We Lhave Just recsived our first copy of this
-= reports Additional copies can de obtained from the Superintendsnt of Documents,
_— ‘U. 8, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. They cost 55¢ apiece., The
“7'%itls 'is "Pneumoconiosis in Distcmite Mining and Processing”, and the report is N
™" Public Eaalth Bervice Publication Mo, 601 You might wish to have this repcrt as

vart of your yresentation. e o .
R o B LR S SR L T et e e SEERE o - s

—r il s LD A et e S - .\., R -

*-""I am sure that Dr, Duncan cen de' ot pest h.lp nvioving these thoughts a.nd. .
J— -nking further suggestions for your program. If there is any other way in which .
1},,,“1 ocan be of help, or if you b yo Any. Mher.thwehta about the prograa, I mh ;'.:&"":

*j”“ Tou would ccntact at. » - , -
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In other sessicm or your Ca:mmica.tious Progra.n, do you pla.n to reviev the
> gxcellent progress you ha.ve mda 1n the ticlds or sccident prevention a.nd industrial
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