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, sanuary 9, 1559 
J. M. AGudvay, Lompoe - 

:~~=:=- . s . os.. - TMedical Coomunications Program Vo — 

R ¢ hedrtily agree with your plans to offer employees factual medical {nforme- 
' tion conceming potential dust and 5alth hazards in your plant, It osrcbably 

vauld ot be nac=s3ary €0 3o into =uch detail corncerning the history of the 
dust prodlem, You might went to review it briefly as I bave outlined it in 
the Sllowing paragraph. I zm sure it would de tdvmb].e to ehcck oy hutorical 

impreuiom vith Bob Newcomb and Mr. Westmont. 
et S M3 BT e ""-st..l"‘ s, ..x"":r-é" S A TS -vn - LTM -»-u-'-' 2 -;f-r-*t"'*-* -"' 1‘;_::_;‘_;.‘;‘._ .’In 1932, legge and ‘Rosencrants reported on’a surny ota ahctad g:urp of cur - - - 
« . omployees at Lompoc. The purpose of this study was to find the incidence of . 

“tuberculosis among our Mexican employees. Pneumoconicsis was mentioned but Co 
5 ~;~ tp}‘:xere was nothing to indicatc that this was : problan or bad esused. tny d.isability. 
,” VR —. a. 

R or 10 the arly 191i0'l, we recognized tbat occugstioml pulmopary ‘disease oould be . 
ulociated vith inhalation of our dust. We spent considerable time and money - v ) 

*“"*in consultation with experts and on animsl experiments. Unfortunately, the - o e 
w-hbontory investigators at Sarmnac used only natursl powders and reported no - o 

diseage production. This was reported about 1945 and thoroughly eonfused our - 
;m management and their doctors, for employees definitely were developing a dis- '~ - - 
s .nbling pulmonary disease. Further investigations were started but these were =~ = ;. 

. Gelayed due to the death of Dr. Gardner at Saranac. It was not until about 1950 S 
“ior 1951 that we first vere able to sssociate the disease with the comversion of - 

: ‘amorphous silica in natural powders to crystobalite in the calcined products. TS 
“Plans then were made to control dust and disease, and the U.S.P.H.5, was re= - - - 

~:gquested to belp. The result of these plans and this hclp is rethcm in the , R 
- good heo.lth of our employees todl.y. o o e ’I - I 

i
 *

‘f 
‘m

*
 

‘.l'hc best nedicll picture ot our disease problem, in my opinion, ecould be obuimd ) 
‘.."i from the annual review and report on the employees' chest X-rays. I bave reviewed . —: .. 

. these reports esch year for the past L or 5 years. They were compiled from data - . .- -- 
YeriToollected by Dorothy and Dr, Duncan, “"Attached to this lstter is my reviev of the TM+ R 
~ . -e@xcellent report Dorothy mads last year. You vwill note that it shovs the number . 

o .o:t‘ employees with d.itfonent X-ray mdingo ascording to hngth of nrvice. 

o :.The r‘ct thut ve h:d mt mr ho:. o\rb o:r 513‘ amployeu v&th negative x-n.yn should 2 e 
... prove that we have no serious disease problem. Out of these LOl employees with 
o - negative Xerays, several men have worked up to 30 years with us. At the same time, 

4 v there are only 17 cases with coslescent disease vhich some day may cause disability, - - 
<" .. The most significant fact, however, is that we are developing no new cases today = 7~ . 
. _ snd Dr. Duncan bas seen prectically no progression of disease on the xsreys. This = . 
,}}‘_..uggcmtouthntthcnnhnwnomwupowntnthnirmktohyvhinhn 
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- o+ ‘ 
- e l‘-‘. Ponus: e AT ;« certainly sgree that you should mm\. our uhtianshi) with the U.,8,P.H.8, n -uul 

~. . oy presentation. It might be diplomstic alsc to include the California State - -,-- 
oo p.pu-tunt or Hulth m ywr mrh. Tou v:u.l be m:«m tc knav thnt pr. Icm A 
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S s . 

Crallsy will be visiting us on January 16 to reviev the pudblished repert of the 
_ . survey of the diatcmite industry. We have just recsived our first copy of this 

" - reports; Additional copies can de obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
- U. 8, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. They cost 55¢ apiece, The 

T7%1t1e"is "Pneumoconicsis in Distomite Mining and Processing”, and the report is . =T . Public Haalth fervice Publication 30. 601 You might wish €0 have this report as 
vart of your yreaenution. e - 

- sy U0 al G o o DR A Lt LIRSty -*w.} Ve e et e w4 e s, X _— - P 
" - o| RcAnt . SN S R . .. . - .-~ -l e 

~=~-T am sure that Dr, Duncan can be' oul’ grast h-lp raviwing these thwghta n.nd o 
g ~-- -making further suggestions for your program. If there is any other wy in wvhich . 
mz osu be of help, or if you,,hs -Any. further thoughts about the progran, I wish = "-:'"',5;"-'- 
w7 you would oontact :n. Lo ) ) ) uv. R - - "L' . "‘f‘ .- 

“. et "--\ 

’_"'*' In other nessicna of your Ccnnunications Prom, do you pla.n to reviev the 
v 1“ sxcellent m-ogmu you hl.ve mda m the ficlda or accident prevention a.nd industrial 
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