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i@ all are aware that there was a considerable amount of unnecessary publicity 
concerning ths asbestos fiber in various news media. The basic study of two 
groups of insulation workers, using all types of insulating materials in many 
different ways, was mads some time ago. This sawe report has been used m 
numercaus occasions in various publications and at different meetings. 

I do not believe that the so-called facts which were reparted are basically 
correct. In the first place, the men examined were called "asbestos workers® 
bacause they belonged to the Asbestos Workers Union. It was inferred that all 
these men were exposed to asbestos fibsr and that, therefore, many of their 
ills were associated with the fiber, We all know that this is not correct. — 
The report ignored the fact that the men examined were exposed to many other 
potentially toxic materials and simply blamed everything an the asbestos fiber. 

It 13 extremely unfortunate that this report was given such publicity and that 
many peopls became unduly apprehemeive. I personally do not believe that there 
is a serious health hasard associated with the wse of asbestos. I have worked 
in most phases of the asbestos industyy for over 20 years and have seen no 
indication that an externsive health hasard exists, I have cbserved over 2000 
employees in our large asbestos mine and mill for over 20 years, where we 
produce over a half million tons o fiber per year and we have no lung cancer 
or other serious health problems. It is my belief that when reasmable pree 
cautions are taken in the handling of the fiber and satisfactory woridng condi- 
tions are maintained, no health problem will exist. 

Kenneth W, Smith, M.D. 

cc: H. GD¥¥ovin, Research, Finderne - 
M. W, Blackhurst, Port Credit \& 
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