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After having had an oppertunity to study cur pneummoconiosis problem and
the procdures under which it is handled, I have several points I would
like to bring up with regard to the advisability cf our carrying cut
diagnoet 16 procedures for tuberculosis here and at the Vistory Memorial
Fospital laboratory as was suggested during your visit a few months ago.

It appears that bdiopgy of the lung showing asbestos fibre is the main

point of concerne If a positive biopgy is held by specialists to be a positive
diagnosis of occupational chest disease, it would seem that we have only
established the diagnogis before roentgencgraphic changes appeared. If, on
the other hand, we can get such men as Dr. 3ander to maintain that s positive
biopgy for fibres does not, in fact, establish a diagnosie of clinical
pasumoconiogis, we have no prodblem.

Under present procedure the emplcyee with an ocoupational chest disease is
notified ty the oampany medical officer only after perscnnel,safety and
supervision have been advised and a Job in dust free envirorment has been
acrangeds I see 0o way in arranging special studies to rule out tuberculosis
through hospital asppointments, etce without the diagnosing physisian giving
the patimt smidstantial reascn for this work-upe. On the cther hand, a simple
explanation of questicnable X-ray shsdows with a recammendation for studies
&t the T.B. Sanatorimm, while our procedure is meanwhile set in motion, would
allow contimation of our present proceduress This wuld eliminate the
possible inquiry by the patient of Wiy, if T«B. vas cnsidered, wvas he not
sent to the T.B. Sanatorim. S : '

* Purther, $f we do send patients to Victory Memcrial Hospital for gastric
washings and gt sputtm tests, I feel these should be done in seriss in
order that our procedure is as camplete as would be done at the T.B. Sanator-
Lime Otherwise cur resilts could nact be oonsidered as reliable and we may
be assuming some lisghility in not providing oampsrable diagnostic attention
for the patient. With this same line of thought, I am wondering what
impressicns our records will give if inquiry is ever directed as to why we
wuld not refer a questionable tuberculosis case to the Sanatorimy, which is
both conveniently located and advantagesus from a cost point of view. -

As far as the actual performance of the tests, I have taliced to Dr. Ellscm,'
Pathologist at Victoary Memorial Hospital, and they can be arranged. HRovever,
1 arrangerents vill have to be made for a roam, since normally such

specia
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1h&t. again, althcugh it is technically possible to get them performed
there, we are making it quite olwious that for scme reason we are trying to
avoid the T.B. Sanatoriim.
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In short, I would like to recammend that we continus to use the Lake County
T.Be Sanatoriim for cases in which tuberculosis is to be ruled cute If we
can daefend cur position that asbestos fibresfound on bicpxy do not mean
clinical pnemoconiosis, fine; however, if we cannot, I feel that avoiding
potential early diagnosis through bicpay will not serve cur best interests in
the long run. At best, it wdll only pot off our potiential liadility anmd,

in the meantime, put us in vulnerable position of inadequately providing the
best diagnostic opportunities for the exployees.

I have a probable pammoooniosis case, with poasibls active tuberculogis

in mind and will proceed with the dilagnostic work-up on the basis of your
decision. You read this man's £ilms while here ard reczmended further studye.
The work history is being prepared and a followup tih has bem read by
mysell and Dr. Pitts.

T. H. DAYIXON, W.D.

et Boyd Mulder
Jom Anderson
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