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General Headqugrters
August 28, 1940

Mr. BElliot Fairback
7th Floor
' : ICAN AVIATION - -
Cé;;;;;;; ﬁ: a health hagard

8o far as My, Zemansky's inquiry relates to the effect of
. Stonefelt upon the skin and lungs, the following statements may be
- 4ncluded in a letter addressed to him or to North American Aviation:

Btonefelt, in common with all synthetic mineral fibres,
sometimes produces a slight rash upon workmen who are un-
accustomed to handling it. Our own experience shows that
this rash rapidly disappears and that after a short period
no further physical discomfort is experienced.

Our experience likewise has proven that the manufacture
and handling of the material will not produce silicosis or
any other lung disorder. VWe havewgia”iore than thirty years!
experience vith{this‘sgtcrinl(iﬁh} terials of substantially
similar composition. hese products have been subjected to
exhaustive tests and medical surveys have been made at the
plants where the materials have been produced and handled by
hundreds of workmen over long periods of time. These tests
and surveys have gonclusively demonstrated that the materials
are incapable of producing the lung fibrosis known as sili-
cosis. Although Stonefelt contains a considerable percent-
age of silica, this ingredient is present in the form of
silicate whereas it is universally recognised that silicosis
can be produced only by free silica and then only when the
workmen are exposed over long periods of time to excessively
high concentrations of microscopic particles thereof. -

The survey of our plants referred to above was conducted
by the Industrial Health Bection of the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company and this survey included the interpreta-
tion, of x-rays of all of the employees, some of whom had
been contimuously exposed to these materials for more than
thirty years and a majority of whom had been engaged in
handling them for more than fifteen years. Over four hundred
employses were involved. Not a single case of silicosis was
discovered. PFollowing the survey we were advised by Metro-
politan Life Insurance Company that we eould safely assume
that materials of this type wers innocuous from the viewpoint
of lung fibroses. - , :

Neither does our Stonefelt material contain anything
of a toxic character. This fact has been demonstrated by
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a series of tests conducted by Dr. Lawrence T. Fairhall
of the Havard 8chool of Public Health, the results of
which were publighed in the November 1935 issue of the
Journal of Industrial Hygiene. We may bde able to obtain
for you a regrint of this article if you consider it
desirable. he material used in making these experiments
was mineral wool of our manufacture but, as you are un-
doubtedly aware, this material constitutes the basic
ingredient of Btonefelt.

Mr. Zemansky also requested 1hformation a8 to how Stonefelt
affects moving parts of machinery. 8Someone else will have to ad-
vise him on this point.

Vandiver Srown
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