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Mr. John E. Morgan, Supervisor of Safety 
Department of Labor & It:.dustries 
State of Washington 
Olyn.pia, Washington 

SeatUe, Washington 

June 14, 1943 

Dear Ur. Morgan: 
RE: Proposed General Safety Standards -

~.s,ard ~9, Article A-5. ASBESTOSIS 

Our Association has given due consideraticn to the above mentioned subject 
and sub.cit to you tt.e following recoJ:.?lendations. 

InaSI!.uch as any cust 1/hich clght occur in ar.y of our operations during the 
application of ~ateritl in vmich asbestos might be used is not of en7 dif­
ferent character from the ordinary dust that is d-eveloped in thousands of 
occupations, we feel that it is adequately classi!ied~under Standard 45 in the 
general classi.ficat!Dn o! "Hazards and Protective Devices.u The relative 
quantity of asbestos in the raterials that use the nar..e "asbestos11 is quite 
small. As a matter of fact, magnesia is 85% of most of the fipe co'lering 
which is generally referred to as asbestos a:r.ongest those uninfor.:ied. 

In our entire practice of handling asbestos in the State or Via~hi..11gton, 
amd our Association me~bers hav~ been in this business over 40 years, we 
have I;O knowlecge o.! .anyone. vmo is. even acc;uainte.d Y,it.h. the coined l'ior.d. _ 
"Asbestosi:; 11 nt.ch less eve:- havir..g contracted the disease. \';e .feel that 
if such a so-i:-c11leci di:e:ase were advertised to the ger.eral public, a."'ld our 
workmen in particlllar, th&.t it would give the.11 ar. excuse upon which to place 
clai.T.s for all sorts of alliec ailments and our particular industry woU:d be 
U-"lduly bu.r:.ened by such parasites. 

Ou:- Cc~dttee, consisting of !Jr. V. S. Jenkins and:.!:-. T. F. Bella::iy, who 
were ~terviewec by Jchn E. }Jorgan and Heman Lu!'t at the Smith To·ner of.:'ices 
of the Depart.riler.t of Labor & Industries, report ~h~t the recorced singular 
case cf Asbestosis as noted in the ~edical journals occurred in E."lsla.nd so=e 
40 or 50 years ago ,mder ::.ust unsa.."l!:t..ary and ir.h'l.l.'!:an working condit:.ons. 

'Since this foreign disease has not co~e to our attention, we feel it ~hould 
( be left in Europe Tthere it belongs and not brought to our local COJ'JJur.ities 

·~ ,I and c eate hysteria and fear ai:iongest the families of our contented wo:d .. .rr.en 
C) ·, "l'l"ho are cow enjoying good health and livir.g to a ripe old age, v:hich is 

\

1 sigr.ificant of the Pipe Coverers Union as com:;:ia.re::: \';ith the other tr&.des. 

These statistics of your Department confirm the soundness of this ar<~ent 
by the lc"ii rate i'tr.ich we have, and ;ve wish to contir.U(: enjoying this low rate 
by not allcwing our standarc'.s to be adulterated. There:"cre, we heartily 
recc:r.::.end that this entire Paragra~h A-5 be deleted !'ro::1 your cede, and plec:ge 
our ccopera.ticn to rour Safety Standards, which as we inte:-pret them, is usi:-.g 
good co:n.~on sense on all occasions. 

Cr. all our OJ:erations ,·,-here tr.e slighte!::t a:wu."lt or dust ::tight arise i'ro::i any 
se:::ing, ycur rf.presentative will concur the:.:. we r.a,;e pro::er ve:.tilation anc! 
Ntpir::.tc:-.r de•rices. P.cwe·1er, when it cor:ies to inst. J.ling our :r.ateric.l in 
crr,i:::pec! qi:arters of v,a.r vesselr., ,.e have prov~n th::t it is of rr.ore value to 
consider safety in reg3.rd. to gh-ing :: a ::i:m pro:pe:- vidc~ and not allo·.-;ing 
~~, t~ be encur:bered ~:ith re:.pirr.torz, air ho~er3, hoods, etc. 
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: .,CC to y-ou for i'avora:ile action mn this matt er, we remain 

Very truly yours 

NORI'H\\"EST ~G."lESIA AS.SOCIATIC{ 

Elliott DeFore~t 
Secretary 
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