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. LABELING OF ASBHSTOS AND ASBESTOS CONTAINING

] PRUDUCTS - EXPORT SALTS

e have recently been requested to advise on company policy

3 relative to labeling asbestos contalning {nsulation materials .
manufactured in the United States and shipped to a foreign ,,f"""—f
location.

I am awarc of decisions made in the past that shipments of
azhestos and asbiestos containing products would not bear
caution labels. 1 do not think thosce decisions rise to the
level of "Company Policy." Regardless, recent developments
in asbestos related health problems and lepal Idabilities
make a review of our export labeliny practices highly desir-

- able.

A
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P A preliminary reviewx of the law of forcign counirics to which
.: asbestos is ctported and of general principles of foreizn law
f, indicates that asbestos and ashestos containing producis should
< bear appropriate warecing labels. The Legal Department iuas

;' consistently recomienin~d such labelinz,

2 .

A I belicve it is pertincnt here to note that had 1labels not

3 heen adopted on domestic products during 1964, the company’s

42 position in currently nending litigation would be all bt

3 ' 4ndefensible. Tnus iavr. fourtcen common law asbestosis actions
M and two common lax musotiteliome actions have besn iastituted

3 ia the U. S, azaiast various Johns-Munville corporations. A

) consideradle aunbher of similar actions are wnticipated. Those
B suits basically allane that we osed the plaintiffs a cuty to

wara of the hagurdats nature of ashestod and were negslient
in discharging that duty.
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My concern is that tze development of laws on this subject in
foreiga countrivs will poarallel our cxpericnce in the Uaited
States. Labeliny ia the U. S. and Canada coupled with n
failure to labzl in export shipmonts would seriously =weaken
ovv position in defendivg litigation which miuht arise abroad.
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sould like to unow wasthoer the business responsitbilitices wiil
be in a position to ro-cvaluate the exposure inherent in
coatinulng prosent eracticers,

A thoroush roevies »f the applicable laws of cauntries to which
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{ rocommend that you assemble a zroup to discuss this questiom
on n preliminary basiis and to deternine whether detatled
studies ought to be undertaken.

cc: D. T. Colten ‘. Pr
%. L. Vanderbeck \g!’;“':“‘ £¢‘ S.D
W. E. Lchman ; 1 ttelawtin

Paul Nik{tovitch t .
Fred Pundsack .
J. B. M. Hutcheson -

J. A, NcKinney

w. P, S. Brcesu\
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