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Septexbar 18, 1956

**estern Gold and Platinum Company
San Francisco, California

Gentlemen:

Your veruest for inf:rmtisn concerning the potential he-lth
havard of Tclorlith dust har been refarrad tc me for reply.

B:th silica and acsh:--%os 2iber are veed in the Jlormaiion of
Colorlith. These materisls ar-e potentially hasardous if exposure t¢
suffizient quantities over long periads of time is invulved. 8Silicoeis
anéd asbestoris =any result from exsessive exposure., There diseares arc
vithin the troacd clasniZication o’ pneumonoceniosis /+Hust 21 the luns}
_ard althourh distinct direane catities, doth result in a fidbr-sis vidch
reduce the performance sfficiancy of the lung,.

. The state in which rou operate mar have standards to arply to
exporures to these materials, dut if not, the standards of the American
Canferance of “ovarnmomtal Tndusgtrial Zy-ieniats should be referred to.

Por frees cuarts cilica, the 1956 list of threshcld limits pube
lished by the A. C, 7. 1..H. shows the maximum allosatle concentration
to be five million partieles per cubic foot for materials containing 507
or mors quartg silica, amd twenty million particles per cubic foot for
matorials having ST to 507 quarts silica. In our experiencs, ihe latter
standard would apply to the dusts arising from ihe sawing and grinding of
the Colorlith board.

The 1956 A. C, 5. I, He 1ist shows the threshold limit for
asbestors dust to de five wmillion particles per cubic foot.

There 1imits spply to dusts of particls sises ten zicrons or
less. Particles larger than this are ne’ oonsidered te be of 'ygienis
irportancs. 3Since particles of tea wmicrons and less are net visually
obsarvable, evaluation of contamination ean caly bde made by industrial
Ryriens sawpling methods. For dusts of this mature the standard procedurs
utilises the Oresnburg-3Smith gtandard or midget impinger apparatus and
migrossopie amlytioal procedure as standardised Wy the United States
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bt I would presume that the lscal State_ Department of Health or
lLabor weuld provide industrial hyypimme survey services to evaluate tis
effoctivenens af dust comtrol methods. If this is not s0, toere ate
coamercial services svailable for this purpose.

In cur own opsrations, we have developed sstisfaciary dust
contrel threush the hoedine ef eattine snd rrindisg equipammt at the
poin’. of op~ration. At points at whish the operetica 25 internittent
and ccepl~te ernirel hag not been effectod, the use of U, S, Curcau of
¥inng approved tyve reszirstors will orevide proteetion.

ThonlA the=a ke other in“omstion thet you desire, co nct
heritpate to ramegt suet,

vary truly yours,

He M, Jackron, Kanarar )
in ustrisl ewlia . ouan

cct R, V. lohse ( 3)

' H. M. Pal] €Ca
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