
R, V. lohse 

Western Gold and Platimua Company 
San Francisco, Calif, 

Attached are the origiral and three copies of a 
letter addressed to Western Gold and Platimm 
Company, San Francisco, California, outlining 
the possible health hasards to be anticipated in 
the fabrication of Colorlith, 

H. N. Jackson 
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Septaxbar 18, 1956 

"'estern Jold and Platinum Company 
San Francisco, California 

Gentlemen: 

Your vemest for in®:rmetisn concerning the potential he-litn 
havard of C-olorlith dust hac bren refarrad tc ne for reply. 

B:th silica and ach:-~*cs 2iber are cred in the lormation of 
Colorlith. These materisls a-e potentially haszardous if exgosure tc¢ 
sufficient quantities over loug periods of time is invulved. 8Silicoeis 
and asbestoris =ay result from exsessive sxposure. Thene diseares arc 
within the troad clasriZication o” pneumonoceniosis /Zust 21 the lung!} 

. apd althourh Mstinct dirense cutities, doth result in a fibr-sis vidch 
reduce the performance sfficiancy of the lung. 

The state in which rou operate mar have staniards to arply to 
' exposures to these materials, dut if not, the standards of the American 

Canferance of “ovarnmcmtal Tndustrial “y-ienists should bo referred to. 

Por free cuarts eilica, the 1956 list of threshcld liuits pube 
lished by the 2. C. 7. I1..H. shows ths maximua allovatle concentration 
to be five million partisles per cubie foot for materials containing 507 
or more quarts silica, and twenty million particles per cubic foot for 
materials having S to 507 quarts silica. In our experiencs, lhe latter 
standard would apply to the dusts ariging from ide sswing and grinding of 
the Colorlith board. 

The 1956 A. C. 3. I. He 1list shows the threshold limit for 
asbestor dust to de five million particles per cubie foot. 

Theee 1imits spply to dusts of particls sises ten aicrons or 
less. Particles larger than this are no’ oensidered to be of ‘Jgienis 
irportancs. 3incs particles of tea wicrons and lsss are net visually 
obsarvable, evaluation of contaminmation ean caly be made by industrial 
Ryriens sawpling methods. For dusts of this mature the standard procedirs 
utilises the Oresnburg-Smith gstandard or midget impinger apparatus and 
migrossopie amlytical procedure as standardised Wy the United States 
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' ) 

I woull presums that the leeal State Department of Health or 
lLabor weuld provide industrial hyyimme survey services to evaluate tis 
effoctivenens af dust eomtrol methods. If this is not s0, toere ate 
coamercial services svailable for this purpose. 

In cur own opsrations, we have developed sstisfaciary dust 
contrel threush the hoedine ef eattine snd rrindisg equipammt at the 
poin’. of op~rations At points at whish the operetica 25 intermittent 
and ccapl~te erntrel has not been effectod, the use of U, S, Curcau of 
¥inng approved tyve reszirstors will orovide proteetion. 

ThonlA the=a ke other in“omstion thet you desire, co nct 
hezitate to remegt sueh, 

vory truly yours, 

He M, Jackron, Kanacar ) 
in ueLrisl ..eulia . upoan 

ce: R, V. lohse ( 3) 
H. M, Ball 
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