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J. A. McKinney
President

June 28, 1977

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Guy G. Gabrielson, Jr.
Chairman of the Board
Nicolet, Inc.

25 Skippack Pike

Broad Axe, Pa. 19002

Dear Guy:

Thank you very much for your thought provoking letter of
June 13. I can appreciate your concerns since scientists
as well as laymen disagree as to the relative hazard of
crocidolite vis-a-vis mesothelioma. As I understand it,
however, mesothelioma is relatively gquite rare and we ex-
pect its occurrence to be even more rare in the future.
The real long term problem facing the asbestos industry
is asbestosis and Lbronchogenic cancer. There can be no
doubt that overexposure to chrysotile results in asbestosis
and in cigarette smokers results in bronchogenic cancer,
the one being the most prevalent asbestos-related disease
and the other the most prevalent cause of premature death
among asbestos workers.

We helieve there is a safe level of exposure, even to amphi-
boles, otherwise, we would not continue to use them. At the
same time, to make certain that we achieve the best possible
working practices, we are conducting epidemiological studies
of the type to which you referred using our own data. Ve
have very gcod data for comparison purposes. Our Manville
pipe plant, one of our oldest operations, has had a larger
incidence of asbestos~related disease than our other plants.
In compariscn. at cur Stockton, California pipe plant, which
has now been in operation 20 years and which utilized effective
dust control technology from the beginning, there is no evi-

A oL
AN e a
teo | .

‘. -
K

J. A. McKinney, Dr. Paul Kotin and Guy Gabrielson of Nicolet on Crocidolite, Mesothelioma and Stockton (1977), M... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 11510 - Page 1 of 2 asbestosclaims.law/library/11510/1


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/11510/1

‘J‘ - r .
.

Mr. Guy G.-Gabrielson, Jr. -2=- June 28, 1977

éence of pulmonary disease which could definitely be attri-
buted to asbestos. Since the worker population at Stoekton
is large enough that there would zertainly be a numkter of
highly susceptible persons in the population, we believe

our findings are very significant. Both chrysotile and
crocidolite are used in the Stockton Plant and we know the
levels of exposure in the past have exceeded the present
standard of 2 fibers per cc. Therefore, we believe the pre-
sent standard is safe and that with appropriate control
technology it is possible to meet the standard and make a
profit, since that plant has been one of our mere profitable
operations.

We plan, of course, to continue our epidemiological studies
and to continue monitoring all employees who have ever worked
at the Stockton Plant. We will not be surprised if at scme
time in the future some asbhestos-related disease does occur
among the Stockton workers because the exposures during the
early years of operation would be considered high by present
day standards. On the other hand, the comparison with the
experiences at the Manville Plant, which operated for years
before technology advanced, will undoubtedly lead to the
conclusion that there is a safe level of exposure which is
practical for users of asbestos to achieve. Proving this
point will be more beneficial to the industry than attempting
to indict amphiboles alone.

Because the subject is so complex and is of such importance,

I should like very much on one of my trips to the east to have
an opportunity to discuss it with you more fully. 1In the
meantime, I should very much appreciate having your further
thoughts. T ) o

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

J. A. McKinney
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