
Gemeral Hesdqusrters 
May 12, 1952 

MEHOBAHDRI M 

Minutes of Meeting with Repressntatives of the 
. California State Daperiment eof Health snd USPES 

los iAngeles = May 7 

A mesting wes held in Los ingeles on May 7 to develop plan for study of diatomececus 
earth dust problema,. : ' 

The following vere prasent: 

Dicelites ‘ M. Teylor, Mr, Earris, and Dr. Smart 
Htropaliten: Dr. Shepard 

T M. voodard 

USPHES: M. Deyle / 

Mr. Doyle, of USPHS, presented to the group the attached sheet "A" es representing 
questions he thought should be .taken up and answered in comnection with the proposed 
study in the diatomececus earth industry. FHe mentioned that this was drawm up 
largely fron his knowlsdge of studies made in other industries, and that be 1s not 
intinately familiar with the present situation and, therefore, appreciates that 
some revisions ere doubtless nesded in hias cutlins of questlions in order for the 
outline to fit the present case. : 

The subject wus discussed st lspgth and in considerable detall, The following major 
points were srrived at 

I. It was sgreed thst ths USPHS would assume basic and primary responsibility 
for the study, calling on the State people for assistence ss may be required, 
beceuse of their long expsrience in carrying out such studies and the faet 
that their findings might probably be subject to less question as to the v 
objectivity of the study., 

IX. !r. Doyls said that the usual jractics in such & case 1s to assign one 
sclentist (probably an M. D.) to bs responsible for heading up end meking 
the study. He would himself first meke & preliminary study of the plants- 
just to get an understanding of the gensral plant lsyout, operaticns, and 
fucilities so ha could best carry cut tbe work. - 

III. It is understood that the study should, if possible, include not caly J-M 
and Grest Leikes Gerbon, but other companiss in the industry as vell, and ) 
offart uill be made on the part of the agency to include them, v’ 

Ve Mr., Dylo estimstes 4he study will probebly take a year to complete, and 
Ahen perhups an additicnal six montha will be required to put tle data 
together amd make tas final report. v 
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V. The point was made thet employees in the plants concerned should know that 
& study is being made so there will be no question in their minds as to the 
resson for various people visiting the plunts and meking the types of cheecks 
that will be necessary, Someone raised, too, the question of degree of 
union participation. The companies stated they were in acoord with having 
emplayeses adequately informed, that union offiaials would be kept sdvised 
too, and that the oompanies would probably wish to put out gensral informe- 
tion directly to employees so that there would be no guestion of complete 
understending, 

YI. Mr. Doyls estimstes it would be possible for the top seientist who 1s head- 
ing up ths study (probably Dr. D. A, Birminghsa) to meke hias preliminsry 
vinsit to the plants in July, 

k
s
 

VIi. 1he present attached outline sheat "A" was to be reviswed and revized by 
Ir. Doyle, Dr. Herrill, end his assistents, with whatever help is needed 
from Dre. Smart snd Andersom, and then again to be proposed in a preliminary 
fashion so that all interested parties, including the occmpenies snd their 
repressantatives, can suggest revisions, 

In line with this, #r. Doyle or Dr, Merrill will send to the companies 
a copy of the general over-all plan they develop, &s well as & copy of 
& typical “"agreement® which cutlines the understanding with the companies 
vhen such studies ere undertaken. This should be recsived within the next 
tvo or three weeks, 

VIII. One point made by !fr. Doyle which is important to ths industiries is that it 
is the preetice of the USPHS not to have any publicity for the atudies that 
are under way, por to give amy publicity as such after they are complated and 
reported. Tha final report of the study is completed and mede to the inter- 
ested parties snd is printed in their official USPHES doocuments, w 

Further, in line with this, & study does not identify individusls or specific 
ocompaniss, All of these items should be appropriately covered in the sgree- 
ment with the USPHS in their underteking the study. In fact, their own 
procedure requires that there be a clear understanding before a study is v 
underteken, 

To sus up the understandings at this meseting: 

A. A prelininary dreft of tlie plan iz to have been completad &nd sent to the 
representatives of the companiss and those interested within two or three 
\lel. v 

B, The soientist (probably Dr. Birminghmm) will visit the locations, probably 
in Jw. \/; 

Ce There will be a final plan snd agreement proposed, wvhich will be subject to 
revision befors it bscomes, ia truth, the finsl plan. v 

Bk e AT, b Sae v 
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D. It is hoped to get the study under wey in September of thia yesr under tls 
uspHs, 

E. Ths estinate is one ysar for the study and six months for completion of the 
repcrt, or 18 months from September 1952 vhen the final story becomes " 
availabls, 

Je Po Voodard 

cos L. C, Hart 

H. M, Jackson ' J/‘? . 
- 

0o B. ‘estmont, Lompoc 
We M., Anderson, M. D., lLempoc 
As J. Lansa, M. De 

Rl s 3 e ST T e K S e aera T o e e o 
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QURSTIONS DISCUSSED AT FEETING IR 
STATE DEPARTMENT CF PUBLIC HEALTH, LOS ANGELES 

My 7, 1952 

praft I for Study Plan, Nistomageous Esrth 

SHERT A" 

A, Uhat 1s ths present pneumoconiosis problem in the diatomeceous 
earth indusixy? 

1, what are the various degrees of pneumocconiosis end their 
prevalsnce in the industry? 

2. Is the pnewmmoconiosis thus produced typical of the gmeo.u 
produced in other industrial freu silica exposures? e 

Be 1Is there a correlation between certain cccupations within the 
industry and ths extent of positive (or negative) findings? 

C. Is calcined (or caloined-fluxed) diatamaceous earth the etiological 
agent, or is raw distcmsosous earth slso involved? (ilso relative 
toxicity of fresh and salt vater sarth,) 

D. ¥hat crystalline forms of silica sre present in rav and caloined 
diastomacsous earth? How much is present? In the mining of 
diatomaceous esrth, are crystalline forms of silica frequesntly 
sncountered, i.s., are crystalline silica dikes or cleoavages 
frequently sncountered wvhich sust be removed to reach the diato- 
macecus earth deposit? 

1. Ims the eticlogical spent of distomscscus earth pnewmoconiosis 
actually distomaceous earth, or is the egent some other 
minaral dust? 

B. Ins the industry followed what is generally considersd as good 
dust control procedures in mining and milling? 

F. ire present methods of control sufficiently scund teo prevent 
the development end progression of pneumoconiosis? 

(0. Relutionship to tuberculosis or other respiratory disesss.) 

The following is sn cutline of & proposed study of the distomacecus earth 
Industry: 

“Ae To settle the discussion es to whether diatomacecus earth is or - 
is not a pneumoconiosis producer. 

B. To study ths health of vorkers in the mining and silling of dia= 
tanaceous earth, with special emphasis on the extent of pneumo- 
coniosnis, 

P 

< ma e wme , PR e St B e e it A e ek T Lot 
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C. To correlats medical with envircomental findings in order to 
deternine maximum permissible concentrations ani needed contrel 
measures in ths industry, 

II. adical o a8 

A Hedloul exsmlination, 

1. 

3. 

Chest x~ruy = 14" x 17" - of all workers in ihe production 
of dlutonaceous earth. 

- Other medicsl studies - complete physical and clinicsl 
exsminaticn of &1l production workers. 

I-ray survey of community residents. 

&, Detection of pnsumoconiosis, 
b. Detection of tuberculcosis. 

Study of Records. 

1. 

2, 

Medical records through officlial end privete agenciles, 

Compensation records in states wvhers availeble, 

I1I. Enyircmmentsl Studies 

ust studiesm, A, 

B. 

b 

2, 

2. 

4. 

Concentration at verious Qperntiona. 
Totsl silice and free silica oontent. 

Perticle size. 

Other mi.mral‘ dusts involved. 
Ventilation studies, 

1. 

2. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Footnotes Words end phresss in ( ) on first page vers added. 

e i e L LT RPAPS, S P S S [V g 

3. 

Le 

Underground requirements vs. supply. 

Local exhsust ventilation vs. dust ccnditions (surface workings), 

Specisal ventilation for other controls. 

Dust control for milling operations (mmehine and local exhsust 
veuntilation). 

Other envirommental studies as detsramined. 

Coarrelation of envirommental data with medieal findings. 

Alr pollution studies in surrounding communities. 

Lo Te L T moanol R LT .7 o U WA N R I S g Tt S 
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