
Division Headquarters 
January 18, 1954. 

A, D. Bigham - Atlenta 

Reid-Havien Ine. 
Charlct“’ %.C. 
Thermobestos Insulation 

Ve h~ve contrcted the medicel department, legal desartment anmd production 
regerding the irritation wvhich Reld-Hayden's workers bhave exverisnced with 
the following results. 

There have been no cases of skin irritstion smong the firotory workers 
baniling materials in the Thermobestos operation. There have been no 
other field reports of similar conditions. There {3 no possibility that 
this perticular shipment contained more free lims than another shirment. 
dctially the zmount uf free line in Theruchestos {s very small, snd in the 
ocinion of our madicsl department not sufficient to cauce any skin irritetion. 
There is always the chance that the particular men in question bave an allergy 
to alkaline substances and, of oourse, Thermobestos is nartially alkaline. 

The leg=l department has suggested thet wve answer Reid-Eayden along the 
following lines. ' 

tSubject: Thermobestos Insulation 

Gentlemen: 

Your lettsr of November 30th and the snclosed memorandua from Mr. J. H. 
Rhodes was forvarded to our Medical Department in Now York for consideration. 

Ve have now been acvised by our Mediesl Departsent thnot examinetion of the 
records of the people in ocur Nenville Plant who are engsged in the manufscture 
and handling of Thermobest s reveals no instance of dermatitis esused b this 
product. 

s yoi sre undoubtedly svare, there is practically no material known tnst 
some Jew indivicuals are not allergic to. Possibly the peorle in Rorth 
Carolina who handle this material have an unusual allergy to the materisl. 
Tharmobestos itself is pertially alkaline and should csuse no trouble exen-t 
vhere an umsual almormal allergic situation exists.® 

cet C. A. deVyver R. B. English 
M. ¥. Barleson 

Dr. X. ¥. 8xith 
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