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UHIED ST:STC:S DISTRICT CC>u1iT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF m:w ,bitSE} 

fRi-;Dr:RICK I.E GRAlruE, 

PlaiDtifft 
-vs-

JOH 1:s M.At:vr LLE PRODUCTS 
CORPOn>.TION, a corpora­
tion of the State of 
Delaware, 

Civil Jlo. 741-57 

ANSWERS TO IUTERROGATORIES 

Defendant. 

The defendant,· Johns Manville Products Corporati. 

ar.swering the interrogatories propounded by the plaintiff, 

states on infonnation and belief the following: 

l. This defendant has no cor.t~olled subsidiaries 

nor did it sell any products to H. W. Porter f.:. Co. This de­

pcment_ h;,.s been inforr.ied that the following products manu­

factured by this defendant have been sold to P.. W. ~orter & Co 

by Johns-?,:anville Sales Corporat-ion duriog t.nc yea:-s 19;2 to 

1956, bclusive: 

Suoerex 
Moulded.pipe covering and blocks and cen:ent 
calcined diatomaceous silicate combined with 
asbestos fiber • 

Thermobestos 
J.!ouldcd pipe co,;~rine and blocks 
hydrous calcium silic2te cc,mbined "'"ith as­
bestos fiber. 

~~gnesia Pipe covering 
Moulded pipe covering and t>lock:; ;~nd c~ment 
hydrated basic c .. rbonate of oagnesia bo11dcd 
~ith asbestos fiber. 

Asbesto-Sponge felted 
Pipe insulation, sheets and blocks 
laminated asbestos fi her felt,s. 

A~bc::;tocel 
Pioe inlulation she~ts and blocks and flexible 
roil form 
lamin~~ed asbestos felto. 
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},i_i]lbonrd 
Fire Felt 
D. C. Flexstone 
Firetard 

Bonded asbestos fiber5. 

In~ulating Cements JOl, J02 
Asbesto~ fiber l:ith various bondinb c:!terials. 

2 & J. The foregoing products have the percentage of 

asbestos fibers and diatomite as follows: 

Magnesia Pipe covering 

Supcrex 

Tnermobestos 

Asbestos Sronge Felt 

Asbestocel 

D. C. Flexstone 

Fire Felt 

J.iillboard -· 
Firetard 

In~ulating Cemen~s 
301 

J02 

4. No. 

·------ - ASbestos 

5- 10 

5- 10 

10- 15 

85- 95 

S5- 95 

60- 70 

90-100 

C5- 95 

6-'J- 70 

10- 15 

40- 50 

Diat.omi te 

60-70 

40-50 

10-15 

20-30 

5. Stricken by order of Hon. Reynier J. ¥ortendyke, 

Jr. dated January 17, 1958. 

6. Stricken by order of Hon. Reynier J. ~orLendyke, 

Jr. dated -January 17, 1958. 

7. (a), (b), (c), (e) stricken by order of Hon. 

Reynier J. Wortendyke, Jr. dated January 17, 19~8. 

(d) Ho·such research was conducted by this 

defcnda?1t. 
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8. Stricken by order of Hon. Rcynier J. ~·:urt.c11dyl:e, 

Jr. dated January 17, 1958. 

9. Stricken by order of Hon. Reynier J. Wortendyke, 

Jr. dated Janu~y .17, 1958. 

10. (As modified by or·der of Hon. P.eynier J. ~i1.:·tendy1 

Jr. dated January 17, 1958) See answer to no. 7 ( d). 

11. (As modified by order of Hon. Reynicr J. Wor~1::ndy· 

Jr. dated January 17, 1958) It was not. 

12. (As modified by order of Hon. Reynier· J. Wortendy 

Jr.. dated January 17, 1958) 

(a) This defendant supplies respirators to ~uch 

of its ~mployees as are engaged in manufacturing operations ic 

\':hich asbestos particles are used. The-rE:spirators &re not 

limited to a particular brand, but any 1:,:-and may be used whi cl: 

h:is the approval of the U. s. Bureau of Kines for use for 

pncumoconiosis producing dusts. 

{b) Respirators have been u~ed int~rmittently 

for appro~imately 25 years. 

{c) See (a). The respirators have been u~cd a 

various plants of this defendant. 

{d) The use of ~cspirators was ndoptcd as a 

result of various Industrial Hygiene Foundation surveys. 

{e) Approximately 25 years aeo. 

{ f) Tnis deponent has no knowlcdi;e of any cas, 

asbestosis ever beinG contracted by an ay?licator. Asbestos: 

was first contracted by an employee of this defendant at one 

of its plants in 1946. 

13. 'fllis deponent h,:s been infcrn:cd tr.at t.he prco,; 

named in the a~swer to int~rrocatory No. 1 ~hlch ~ay con~ain 

p.:.,,rti clcs or du:;t ,,hich may cause fibrosis if tl:e p;,.rticlcs 

-.3-
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are of the rcq'.lisite size and are in.haled in sufficiE:n-r. quan· 

are: J-~,;nesia Pipe covering, Superex Block Insulation, 

Superex .M Block Insulation and Supere,: Combination Pipe 

Insulation. We have no knowledge of any case of disease eve1 

being developed by an applicator of the products li~ted abov1 

We know from experience in our plants that worY.rocn engaged 11 

the formation of these products have dev~loped such a disease 

See answer to llo. 12 (f) • 

14. Stricken by order of Hon. Reynicr J. Wortendy} 

Jr. dated January 171 1958. 

15. Since .this defendant never received.n~tice of 

any claim of asbestosis resulting to any persons other than 

our e:nployees who ,~ere engaged in the manufacture of the prod 

ucts, we had no reason to issue any ,:arninE;s, instructions or 

preventions to any other persons. 

161 17 and 18. St.rici:eo by oroer of Hon. :icynic:- J 

Wortendyke, Jr. dat~d January 17, 195S. 

19. See ar,swer to No. 15. Since this defe:ic!ant 

never had any reason to believe its products were toxic or 

·noxious, it has not taken any action to reduce or minioize 

such supposed ha~ards in its products. 

20 and 21. This deponent does not know w;-iat facts 

may be regarded as_ relevant to.this· cause; howt:ver, the only 

persons now kno\\"n to this deponent who have any }:n:n:ledce con­

cerning the matters set £orth in the complaint or in these an­

swers, in addition to himself, are·: 

Kenneth W. Smith, J•~.D. 1 A. M. Scht!!i:it, f.·ank 

Dcc:g, 22 Ea:.t 40th Street., Ne"I': York Cit.y; Wilbur II. !-:orris 

and Alt.on Stevt:ns, H. W. Port.er Co., J;ewark; 1:c,w Ji-rscy. 
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22. ( As modified by order of lion. Rr:ynicr J. 

~ortcndyke, Jr. doted January 17, 1958) 

The name. and address of p·ersons, expert or 

otherwise, who _may have knowledge of any facts in the case, 

in addition to those listed in the answer to the fore~oing 

interrocatory No. 20 and No. 21, will be submitted to the 

plainti!'i''s attorney before trial. 

2J. To establish this defense this d~fcndant 'Will 

rely upon the nature of the products, the work perforrned, t}­

knowledge and experience of th~ plaintiff and such facts as 

·. be developed upon_ further disco\'ery procedures and upon the 

trial or the case. 

24. See No. 23. 

25. See No. 23. 

26. Stricken by orJer of Hon. eeyni~r J. Wortnnd1 

Jr. dat.cd January 17, 1958. 

27. ( a - e) Thie deponent hc&!i been told that , . .... r. !. 

plaintifi' wod:ed for H. W. Porter &. Co., but r.o:1e of :1c otl 

d~tails of his employment is YJlown. 

(f) See answer to No. 1. 

(g) See answer to Jfo. 1. 

Whether H. W. Porter purchased products othe1 

than those which this defendant manufactured this dl?J•onent 

does not know, but since the business of t.liis dr:fendar.t.· is 

highly competitive, it is quite probable that H. W. Porter 

used products of other manufacturers as v.ell. 
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