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ASBeSTUS AND QAMCR 

Kenneth 4. Smith, K.D. 
= 

I an sure that most of you are aware of the very adverse nows publicity 
which cur asbestos industry had last fall in nowspapers, magasines, on 
radio and talevision. This appeared cn all syndicated news services 
from coast to coast in this country and Canada, It appeared ia 
Australia and made the front page of the Times in london, England. ALl 
of these headlincs were of the sensational type to gain reader attention.- 
Every single announcement- definitely linked incurable cancor to the 
asbestos industiry. . 

You ray be approached by labor groups, or in your public relations v 
activities about this subject. I would like to give you the backpground 
of this erroneocus publicity. 

Periodically throughout the years we have had requests from various peopls 
to study cur asbestos workers. Back in 1960 we roceived quite a fow 
requests from university people and fron state organizations to exmime 
employees in varicus plants on the Atlantic seaboard and in the midwest. 
Obvicusly, if we had 15 different groups invesatigating the health of aur 
people, we would have had 15 different types of reports and 15 divergent 
opinions. But we could not ignore these reguests, so after discussing 
the whols thing with Chuck Hite, I prevailed upon the Asbestos Textile 
Institute to invite the federal poverrment to make an industyy-wide 
sarvey., Ue believed at that time, and still do believe, that no federal 
agency such as the U, S. Public Health Service is going to incrininate 
an entire industry. As a matter of fact, we have seen evidences of the 
work that they have dene in the past. It has been of very good quality. 
For instance, thoy did a survey of the uranius nining industry in which 
there i3 a known recognized, world-wide, lung cancer problem. The U, S. 
Public Hlealth Service did not incrininate that industry, even though 
there was a recognized problem, but they did help then. We deliewed that 
cane federal agency would be the best group to give a factual and coherent 
report of the health of the asbestos worker, 

I spent sose time in Washington in 1561, and plans were drawn up for a 
very scientific survey, At that tine, the investigation vas plamned to . 
take 15 years and a sun of 7} millioa dcllars was appropriated by the 
government for the survey. The U. S. Public Health Service tesa of men 
went to England, Wales, France, Italy, Gerriany, Scandanavia to see what 
health experience had boen gathered on asbestas workers over the years 
in all of these countries., We had them through our mines in Quebseo, 

A survey program was developed for this country, and now is in full swing. 
Their findustrial hygiene texa has alncst coapleted the area swweys of 
all textile plants on the east coast. This complete project will expand 

~from the textile industry to the asdestos-cement in:stry and the insula- 
tion industry too. Yo doubt many of you vill see sons of thess groups in 
your plonts, But long before they ever visit you I will be thers to 
brief you on the whols process and help introduce then. I mention this 
survey to indicate something is being done in the industry in a constructive 
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vay. It is Johnsdanville's corporate policy L aid ard aasist this 
Unitel States Public llealth Service toom. And this should be pointed 
out whenever you are asked a gquerst-n Af the indistry is doing anything 
about the health of asbestes workar.. The industiry i3 cooperating with 
an agency of the federal government to develop an impartial, factual 

Now in the fall of 1961, the recal crux of our asbestos and cancer publicity 
problas appeared on tho scene. He vas Dr. Irving 4. Selikoff, who 
practices in Patterson, Now Jersey and in the Mt, Sinai Hospital in Yew 
York. He has an cxtensive background of work in chest diseases. Fe has 
a brilliant brain, {s extremely ambitiocus and i3 not adverse to pramoting 
his oun interests Years ago, he was onc of the first men to publish 
information concerning the drug treatment for tuberculosis. later, Mo 
vent into decline as far as acceplance in the medical profession is cone 
cerned. low, after a period of quiescence, he i3 trying to reestablish 
his name in the eyes of the profession and he is doing it at the expense 
of the asbostos industry. 

Irving Selikoff ¢aee to my office in 1961 as I have said, and asked if 
he could have ewxnrloyees from cur Hanville Plant visit hia Patterson, l.J. 
clinic for special tests. lie had heard that asbestos causes & prodlem 
vhen inhaled and never had seen any cases of asbestosis, Ve politely 
declined to have any of our pecple examined, dut did invite him o spend 
sams time with our doctors at Jeffrey Hine, Dr. Selikoff went up there 
and spent 3 wveek, looking ower all of ocur x-rays. He saw our files of 
well over 100,000 filns of men who have teen working for many years in 
the asbestcos exposures. This was the first time that he had ever seen 
an x-ray of an asbestos worker, and after four days of looking at films 
and looking at our operation, he told our Dr. Crainger that he didn't 
know what he was doing; that he, Selikoff, cauld easily identify nuch 
nmore asbestosis in our films than Srainger was reporting, even though 
Dr. Grainger had spent his shols life in chest diseases. 

- 

When Selikoff was rebuffed in his efforts to ses some of ocur employees, 
he went to the Research Council of the City of lew York. He obtaired a 
grant of about 580,000 in the name of Mt, Sinai Hospital, and then went 
to the Asbestos Workers Uniecn local in H, Y. and their local in Levark, 
and impressed on then their need for physical examinations. Fe spent some 
time exanining all of these peopls. Then, it literally blew up as far as 
we were concerned. . 

He reported to the Anmmal Heeting of The Asbestos Workers Union in Atlmtic 
City on the terrible hazards of the asbestcs worker. Apparently he exanined 
over 1500 people and reported an extromsly high incidence of cancer, not 
only of the lung, but also of the abdamen, and the intestines. By inference 
he said that the same hazards would be found if the peopls were using 
glass fibers, mineral wool and almocst any other substance. 

Most of you know the results of this report. It appeared in ths Arerican 
Hedical Association Journal, it appeared in newspapers and regaxine 
articles, all over ths country. It iz extrerely unfortinate that the 
subject wvas gmiven such wide publicity for the information is adsclutely 
erronecus and was picked up by the various news media only because other 
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noteworthy ncws was lacking. The typlcal ®scare technique® was used 
to gain reader attention, : 

Industry today uses threc main t;pes of asbestos fiber. These fibers are 
the green or white chrysotile fron Canada, the brown amcsite and the 
blue crocidolite from Africa. In our various manufacturing operations 
ve in J-M use all three types of fiber, and hgve for many yvarsp but 
naturally our greatest experience is with the Canadian chrysotile fibder, 
These fibers dre different, physically and chemically., As thoy are used 
in industry today they produce different foms of disease, both clinically 
and on the x-ray. In his presentation Dr. Selikeff completely tgnortd 
the different types of fidber used by the insulation workers. 

One other error that Dr. Sclikoff committed and has not changed in sub. 
sequent writings is his gencric use of the term “asbestos warker®. The 
tern "asbestos worker® as used by Dr, Selikoff and picked up by all types 
of news media, refers to people who arc maibers of the Asbestos Workers: 
Union. Simply by union affiliation the health or disease experience of 
hundreds of people is attributed to the asbestos fider. Dr. Selikoff 
ignored this completely and included the' health statistics af several 
hundred people who had no exposure whatsoever W m,y asbestos fiber in 
these two union locals. 

As far as we are concerned sclentifically, an asbestos worker 1s a nan 
who is exposed orly to one particular potentially toxic material, the 
asbestos fiber, If he 13 exposed to other materials shich can cavse lung 
trouble, then he aannot be called an “asbestos worker¥, for any disease 
that he might get in his lungs would not be caused by the asbestos fiber 
alone. e are doing our best to correct erroneous impressions but we are 
doing it slowly and carefully; for we do not want the asbestos industry 
to be placed in the unfortunate position in which the tobacco industry 
finds {tself today., &Zven though cigarette sales have not decreased there 
is considerable adverse publicity relating the cause of lung cancer to 
tobaceo, e do not want to have that happen to the asbestos industry. 

Obviocusly, it would be foolish to deny that we had lung cancer in scoe 
of cur J44 plants, Ue certainly do, and we have it among pecple who are 
exposed to the asbestos fiber, dbut I would like to point cut one very 
interesting fact. At Jeffrey Mine shere we have been mining asbestos 
for orer 85 years and where we enployed our first industrial physician 
in 1898, we have rather conplete records on the health experience of the 
asbestos workers. Cases of asbestosis have occurred but we do not see 
an abnomal increase in lung cancer. Sixty-five miles avay at Thetford 
Mine, Dr. Pa:l Cartier in his clinic, which serves 7 different mining 
companies, sees no abnormal incidence of lung cancer. There is an oceca- 
sioral case, certainly. That occurs in the norml population, but he has 
no abnormal incidence whatsoever of lung cancer and either do we. 

llow, on the other hand, in Manville Plant we have records of over 25 cases 
of lung cancer in pecple working with asbestos fiber. This is factual < 
we adnit it, but I hasten to point out that not ane of these lung cancer 
cases at Hanville Plant has been exposed to chrysotile fiber aloe. They 
have been exposed to mixiures of fiber, and they have been exposed to 
other toxic materials, We do not have any record in Manville Plant of 
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lung .amcer occurring .1 a nan or » man vho bas toen exposed only (o one 
type of Canadian fircr mich as wonld occur in textile operations, 
Sclentifically I beliere, that w (i n cxonerate the Canadion chrysotile 
fiber as a causative apent of lung .ancer, - 

There 13 no doudbt vhateoever Ut hipgh incidence of lung cancer Yas 
occurred in Africa with tho use ¢” amosite or crocidolite. They have 
far different working conditions ou~ there. Thoy have a generie race 
of people and Fave worked for years vith no dust control and no recard 
for the health of hu:un beings. As a matler of fact, I have scen piece 
tures of woren, hand cobbing fiber with bablies slung papoose-like o 
their backs, with the baby's face resting on the nother’s shoulder, I 
have scen autopsy material of children dying fro» asbostosis at the apge 
of seven. Deploradble working conditions swch as we never would experience 
in this country! 1 point this cut so that if you arc asked to comment 
cn asbestes and a case of lung cancer, make certain that all facts con- 
cerning the type of fiber used are known, and any other pounual toxie 
naterials that the individual may have used in his work. 

How a further word about Dr. Sclikeff. In ordsr to establish himself as 
the werldiide expert on asbestosis, he persuaded the lew York Academy of 
Science to hold an international symposium last October in lew York City. 
There were 200 experts fron all over the world in attendance. Fifty-two 
papers were presented on the use of asbestos fiber and the health experi- 
ence aong reople exposcd to asbestos fiber. A1l of us who presented 
papers had to forwvard abstracts fram our papers one month ahead of the 
neeting. This is a standard practice of the Acadeny for they camapile 
these abstracts and send all of then to each participant. I did not {ind 
out until the first roming of the canference that these absiracts were 
revieved and with the help of scme news and public relations people, ncws 
releases were prepared telling what each person was going to say. I em. 
tell you that w2 vere absolutely astounded to read what each of us was 
supposed to have said. There is ncthing factual in the news releases 
except scare headlines. One of the headlines to be released copletely 
exonerated the tobacco industry as a cause of lung cancer and placed it 
sclely on the back of the asbestos industry. Another release indicated 
that the ordinary civilian population had a severe exposure to cancer, 
far worse ttan any radiation hazard, because pecple walking along the city 
street vere exposed to asbestos fiber fram the disintegration of automobile 
brake lininss. Another repert stated that the ordinary housewife had a 
severe exrosure to asbestesis and subsequent lung cancer dus to the dis- 
integraticn of the asbestos insulation on the electric cord of her iron as 
she vas ironing her clothes at home. 

When the English delegation found this out they decided to abandon the 
conference and go home., I persuaded them not to & so because this would 
make no difference to the ultimate goal of tle conforence. Thoy then made 

& public statenent at the meeting depleoring the unscientific aspects of 
the erroncous publicity snd stated unless the news rolcases wers destroyed 
and not submitted to the gencral press, the mseting would not continve, 
Fortunately, they were able to suppress all of these irresponsible and 
erronecus releases. You will hear more about this whole subject and I 
wvant you to be fully prepared with some factual information., The asbestos 
industry is cooperating with the U, 3. Public Health Service to find the 

m 

P 

Kenneth W. Smith, "Asbestos and Cancer," Talk to J-M's Industrial Relations Managers (1965), Meeting contents p…
ACL Doc 11687 · Page 5 of 8

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/11687/5

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/11687/5


i 

‘ 

. 

s 

o Ly PP R PP WP RN 
PP - st tidiaind Ot skt ctonditin i 

B R 

. true facts of hazards not only in pure asbostos exposure but in the 
', dusty trades in general. We, in Johns-Yanvills, definitoly have not 

seon lung cancer associated vith the use of chrysotile fiber aloms. 
Thers i3 absolutely mo scientific factual basis for most of the meve 
publicity vhich you have seen in the past several months. 
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All of you are aware that internally in Johns-Manville we have numercus 
potential health hazards. We are endeavoring to help you to identify these 
problem areas and to solve them., I would like to digress for a moment to 
explain exactly what the function of my office is. We have a staff responsi- 
bility which is advisory and definitely not supervisory. When a policy 
concerming health matters has been adopted by the corporation it is the 
responsibility of Cliff Sheckler and myself to recommend standards and 
procedures which we believe will be in the best interest of our employees and 
the Company. Whether or not these standards and procedures are followed is 
the responsibility of production in our various divicions. We have absolutely 
no responsibility for policing any standards. There is no question whatsoever 
that under certain circumstances standards must be bypassed because of certain 
special prodblems. The authority to deviate from a recommended standard rests 
with the division and not in my office. 
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I have mentioned that we have recognized internal health problems. My chief 
concern today on this program is to tell you briefly of soms of the external 
health problems which are facing us and what we are doing about them, 

A
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The foremost among these problems is the widespread adverse publicity given 
to ths use of asbestos fiber and its connection with cancer, The use of asbes- 
tos fidber i: very important to the economy of Johns-Manville., You all know 
that in the fall of 196, there was comsiderable publicity throughout this 
country and in foreign lands reporting on the alleged serious effects of 
inhalation of asbestos. A new type of cancer was ascribed to the use of thia 
fiber, Various maladies commcn to everyday living also were said to be caused 
by asbeatos. The original repart was inaccurate. However, because it was 
news-worthy at the time, it received country-wide and international attention. 
Iet ma tell you what we are doing to find out more about this alleged associa- 
tion of cancer and the asbestos fiber. 
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In 1961, anticipating trouble, I went to Washington and assisted the United 
States Public Health Service in developing a health survey of the asbesatos 
industry in this country. This was done with the full consent of the Senior 
Officers of our corporation. An initial survey of the textile part of the 
asbestos industry has been completed. Now the survey is entering the asbestos 
cemert products part of the industry. 

Several of you already have seen some of the Public Health Service teams of 
acientists and technicians, Others of you will see more of them in your plants 
in the future. lLet me assure you that these surveys will not disrupt your 
production schedules or upset your employse relations. It is our corporate 
policy to cooperate with this federal agency. All plant surveys will be 
planned and coordinated through my office and all plans will be made at your 
conveniencae. 
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Johns-Manville through our Jeffrey Mine is the major participant in the Quebec 
Asbestos Mining Association. Early in 1965, this association considered the 
foundation of a health ressarch institute in Montreal. Last sumer at the 
request of Mr. Burnett, I spent several weeks traveling all through Europe, 
studying the operation of various industrial clinics and research institutes. 
On my retum I reported to the Company and definite plans were made to start 
this Quebeo Asbestos Mining Research Institute of Envirormental Health, 

This organisation will collect and disseminate all kinds of information con- 
cermning the use and the health aspects of the asbestoa fiber. This information 
is vitally impartant for us and it is not available in any one center anywhere 
else in ths world today. 

There is also another phase of our external activities concerning cancer and 
asbestos. last ysar I was appointed the only North American representative of 
industry to the International Undon Against Cancer. Last September, I returned 
to Europe to attend the anmial meeting of this cancer society. Among the more 
important results of the meeting was the establishment of the tank of various 
types of asbestos fiber from all over the world. The physical and chemical 
characteristics of the fibers will be documented and the bank maintained in 
South Africa. Any investigator wishing to study the biological effects of the 
asbestos fiber can draw upon this bank. 

Through association with this cancer society I shall be able to get world-wide 
reports on the association of asbestos and cancer. Wwhenever significant 
information is developed it will be passed on to you. 

In closing let me reassure you concerning the alleged association of cancer and 
asbestos., Nowhere in Johns-Manville have I seen any concrete evidence that 
this association does exist. 
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