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I was plessed to see the copy of Dr. Eeuper's paper on Cencer
in 1ts relstion to occupstion esnd envircnment and, es requested, I em
returning it herevith,

It is vell lmowvn that esbestosis has been menticned ss one of

the csuses of pulmonary cancer because of the fact that there are nov on

N record some tventy-three czees of coincidence of the tvo conditions. I em
not st 2ll sure thst selection has not played e lergs pert in these pudlications,
Everybody is looking for e cause of cancer, and vhenever even s suepicious
occupational history is obteined, the doctor i1s likely to pudlisb bis csee
vith suggestions that some dust or fume bas deen the cause. Hovever, the
nuxsber in the case of ssbestosis is sufficiently grest to be impressive. I,
myself, have felt that this notion is erronecus, since examination ¢f films of
pereons ezployed in the ssbestos industry hass, to my knovledge, not shown
eny excess of carcinoms of the lung. Dr, Vestal concurs in this ides; never-
tbe less, the notion preveils in medical circles.

It 1s to collect and pudlish more relisdle informstion on this end
other 1ittle sppreciated phases of the ssbestos problem that I hope ve may
have the opportunity to reviev sll films of Johns-Manville employees. Some-
body should do this for the asbestos industry in the United States. I believe
thet 'somebody' should be outside of the industry, es obviously 1t would then
cerry more veight., I hope, before I die, the opportunity may be afforded ue.

There is one other phase of the subject, hovever, that I believe
deserves considerstion. In one of my reporte to your group, I noted that there
vas an unususlly high incidence of cancer of the lung in white mice which had
been exposed to ssbestos dust. This species of enimzl does not develop ssdestosie,
largely, I think, becsuse of the air paseages too small to permit inheling of
fidbrous esbestos. Kevertheless, ve did find over 80% of mice exposed to esbestos
shoving tuzors of the lung, end only eocme 15% or 20% of tboee exposed to other
dusts shoved tumors of this nature. These findings represented a suxzery of sll
our experience with mice in sebestos dust. Experiments vere not done vwith the
puryose of demonstrating cencer. No ettempt wee made to control the observstion.
No care ves taken to select s strsin of mice that was or wes not susceptidle to
tuzor. Cancer hee not developed in any other epecies of enimsl used in the
experirent,
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In viev of the pudlicity given csncer of the lung, I thoug:t that
the sudject deeerved further experimentsl investigstion. I have made &
proposel to the Netionsl Cancer Institute for e grent of $15,000 to carry on
8 three-yesr expericent,, I talked the matter over vith Dr. Rbosds of the
Memorisl Bospitel end he wes bighly enthusiestic. As a member of the
sppropristion ooxxittee of the Netional Cancer Institute, he made favoreble
recorzendation. Bovever, other members of the cormittee turmed it dcwn and
the sudject vas dropped. I still believe that 1t might bde & euitedle matter

for further investigationm.

More izportant, hovever, would bde the anslyeis of films of pereons
oemployed in the ssbestos industry. If e lerge enough mumber of such filme vere
revieved by one centrel sgency, I em quits sure that ve vould-have evidencs to
controvert the izplications of the cass reports nov in the medical literature.

I enclose & reprint dy tvo of my sesocistes fe2ling vith the
generel subject of pulmonery cancer end inheled dust., In the didliography I
have checked seversl articles reporting cases in esbestos vorkers.

Sincerely,
e/ Roy
Leroy U, Gerdner
Director
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