Septenber 29, 1943

Dr. Ludvig Hektoen, Executive Director
National Advisory Cancer Council

1l West KX Itreet

Chiscago 10, I2linois

Dear Dr. Rektoen:

Thanks for your letter of Septeaber 27, I
Rey state that &nong the various pneunonoconioses. asbestogis
ran<s next to 8llicosis in industrial imoortance. It is a
definite diseage entirely'resulting in disability in adz:nced
Cases. It ig characterized by fibrosis which beging adout the
terninal bronchioles and spreads inte the parenchyna 0l the
lung as a diffuse obliterating fidrosis. Chronis fibroug
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The numbers of persons exposed to asbestos
cust in thig country 1is difficult to establish. Most of the
cases have occurred in the fabrioating Plznta of Zorth Czrolins
and Penngylvania where the fibrous oineral s woven with gotton
to produce asbestos cloth, breake banda, ang electriczl insulation,
A considerzble Bugber of peraong are also expoged in the electrica
indugtries vhere asbesto. is used in inaulating net onl- wiring
but motor &rustures. The 3J. 3. Navy h=3s hgg 8 real oroblem
fron the use of asbestos in'insulating Rarine boilers, electrical
installationg and other insulating work.

I have &lvays felt that asbestos!s probably
orezted no specifio predigposition to Fulconary cancer. FHowever,
evidence to the csontrafy continues to accunmul:te. In the 1last:
nuaber of the Anerican Journal of Patholozy, Rocberger re:orts
S new casesg making a total of 19 in which the two sonditisng are
assoclated. Por trnig Teason I do not believe tr:t we can afford
to neglect the matter much longer.

Under Separate cover, I ap sending you twe coples
each of reprints describing earlier Saransa Laboratory etudles o7
the subject.

Sincerely yours,

01024

Leroy U. Gardner, M. p.
Director .
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