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Johns-Manvills Corporation - N\ —
22 Tast 40th Street T
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New York, New York . (//’

Dear Mr. Brown:

I am happy to inform you thatl we have Jjust retur ‘ed :
from & most interestinz trip tc Asbestos, Quebec. I tosk with
our roentgenolcgist, Dr. Fobert, also Dr. Vestal of the Morth Garolina
tate Industrial CG":‘SBiCu as he has had a lot of exgerience in this
fleld and has seen a greatl deal of resl astestosls. In company wiith
Dr. Stevenson we reviewed and read Detween two anéd three nundred of
the X-ray £ilms in his files., We found only two cases out of tne lot
icsed as quesgtionaple fi*su degree asbestosis. I
t scover trat the two eYDe”ts did ccrrotorate
vations thaetl asbestoslis was a rar t7 in the

We arépgé a loss to explaln the situation because of the i
cenditions in  the texttle-mtrY which® certairljswodii”cefca"abie QY s
causinc charecteristic disease in exposed worizen, The only di ference
that we c2n see Detween this mill end that in simllar plants in the U, S.
ig the absence of Africa®s fidre. However, I doudbt wnether tnls 15 th
slgnificant factcer,

fr, Fenhnel, of the Metrorolitsn, writes me that he is
planninz to go TO Aasoestosg for anot*er survey in August. fe wlll collect
air-torne sgampl 3T~ Eizt; one hall of eesch will Te sent to this
laboratory and ne will retein the otrner c=ze hzll for-enalysis. Yie hoce
ti.at by ma¥ing such a study in Quebec and cozparing 1t with gimilar
gactles at Manvlll trhzt we msy arrive at soms ocncluslon.

While we were up thers 1% seemed hlzhly desiratle 17 I

were _to_repert our experizentaticn wilth asbesatosls I snoull Ziexe mention
oT the clinical end X-re erﬂer*enCG on trhe North Aszerican Cortirent. In
oFier %o do this in an suthcritative manner I snould have the collatoratlon
0T the cliniclans and rcentgenolo:*s 8. I progosed %o Drs. Vestal and
Rotert that they Jloln Ze in the venture. Iaav woqla te very slad to co ao
and I thinz we might produce scmething that would be Qef‘niteWy worth
while. It w2g agreed Thest LT mizht Ye des Lr b‘e to rave our Dr. Robert
review a2ll the filma that have been taken at -netford. Dr. Stevenson

felt that this could be done and would bte very glad to have them gent

down to us. This would gilve us a basis for statistical analysls ard
irnfoermation on the incidence of verious X-ray atnormallities.
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Mr. Vandiver Brown -2~ July 15, 1944

-

- Before attempting the publlication, of course, we must have the firther
Ainforzation wnich Mr. Feknel's counts may surply and we muat exazine
pore fillms from the American textile plants. I trust thet this pro-
posal may meet with your approval.

Very truly yours,

Foeory »e
e

)

Leroy U. Gardner, M. D.
Director
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