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' RECOMMENDED SAFE PRnCT}Q MINERAL D4TA SHEET NO.2 
ASBESTOS. 

HAZARD CLASSIFICATION S - VEKY BARCUL - Kay sause asdestosts, a 
GENERAL Asdestos is a fidrous mixture of various silicates, sainly the hydrated 

silicate of magnesiud vith additional quantities of irem, sluaimum, ° 
sodiun, potassius and calciun. The fidrous characteristic, ratber than the chemical 

sition, is responsidle for the haraful sissue chacges in the lungs. Iadustrial 
asbestos s chiefly derived from Canada, Italy and the svaal. . 

: Asbestos is used ia & variety of products. The loag fidres are used ia 
the textile industry for the maaufacture of cloth, draid, » theatre curtains, 
etc. The shorter fidres together with as agglomerating agent are used ia the mamu-~ 
:;:turo of falt, vaper, cardboard, varaishes, covering ageats, cements, and rubber 

@he 

HARMFUL EFFECTS Xay cause asbestosis, a disesse of the lupgs in wvhich the af- 
; fected lung tissue becomes $ally collapsed and fidrotic. 

The uraffected lung tissue tends to decome dilated and emphysematous. The signs 
and syoptoos are cough, expectoration, shortness of breath, weight loss, and easy 
Zatigadility. Occasionplly, asbestos coras may occur in the skin of .the hande 
ceused by penetration of asbestos fiders iato the layers of the skia, It takes 
five to ten years for asbestosis to develop. Death, in thess cases, i susually 

_ the result ‘of infection of the lungs, such as tuberculosis, or from congestive heart 
« ‘ sease. . _ 

MAXIMUM AllO.\JABlE CONCENTRATION Tor contimuous’ exposure %o’ respirable 
éust the maxizun allowedle concentra- 

tion is 5 nillien varticles of ubuuo‘yt_yt Gudic foot of air. 

PROTECTIVE MEASURES The asdestos dust should be controlled at the poiat of 
origia by use of local exhaust systene or vet methods. 

pogh v e S R o g o e g g B g [ 1] EX) ® o ° ntcnmm” mu.mcmm. e - 

MEDICAL CONTROL Pre-esploymeat physical ezanimtion incl aa Z-ray of the 
. should o of add te sasosstve PRl required qltvgoo exposure 

i Individuale vith & higtory of tuberculosis should mot de 
2.“‘ in a dusty staoephbgre. Wd exaninations including chest 

should be reguired at least of Al s in dusty asdes- o : . persons employed 

¢ TS, GEPT.OF LRBOR & INDUSTRIES. 

Massachusetts Department of Labor and Industries, Recommended Safe Practices: Asbestos (1949)
ACL Doc 24189 · Page 1 of 2

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/24189/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/24189/1


RECOMMENDED SAFE PRACTICSS\ MINERAL DATA SHEET 10,2 

HAZARD CLASSIFICATION ST ~ VIXY BARKE - ¥y canoe subestests. 
) ’ ' 

Adshestes is & Tibreus mixture of varions sllfestes, sainly he hpirated GENERAL ai1teate of magnerius itk C04itiaaal geantitioe of Tren) . 
s i S5, B (o ko Parting B S sitien, 15 respoasidie for e gs. sadestos 1o shisfly derived frem Cnsads, Italy sat prog oMty . 

. Ashestos Le used 1a & variety of produsts. The Joag f£ibres are wssd 4a 
the textile industry for the mamufasture of cloth, Yendd, o Sheatre eurtatas, 
ote. The shorter fidres Sogether with an aggionerating are used in the nam- 

HARMEUL EFFECTS Xay csmse asbeatesis, o 65eesbe of the lungs in vhich the af- 
. fegted luag ticsus desemes $ally esllapeed and fidretie. 

Tte unaffected lung tisoue tends to Vessns dllated and . The signs 
and syuptens are ssugh, sxpesteratioa, shertasss of Srea v:lzt less, snd eany 
Zatigability., OCcsasienglly, asdestos soras asy sosur ia the of .the hande 
ssused 3y penotration of asdesten £4bere Sate the layers of the skis. It takes 
five to ten yoars for asbestesia to develep., Death, 12 these cases, s suemally 

. tw vosalt ‘of iafestion of the lunge, such 88 Subereulesie, or fren soagestive heart 

MAKIMUM ALLOWAR » asons” expesure %' respiredl LOWABLE CONCENTRATION Tor eeatimons sapeoure 45 reeptrokle 
Yon {0 J atllisa warticles of M%w Gubie foet of iz, 

PROTECTIVE MEASURES The asdestes dust ahould do sonteelled b 
. origia : e of locsl enhamst aystese or 

saters are recsanendsd ¢aly oo & 1ast yesurt. * e 

MEDICAL CONTROL Tz splamnt Mot omines Suast 
sumsssive dust will Yo easeuntesed, 
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