ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE INDUSTRIAL HEALTH SECTION
1945

PLATT SURVEXS
The Laborstory of Industrial Hyglene conducted sixty surveys of he:lth

conditions in the plants of our Group policybolders. These consisted of
surveys of new plants, as well as recheck surveys in plants of & number of
our policybolders which request thet we make these periodic checks to de-
terzine whether or not any new health hasards have developed and, if so, how
they can be controlled. They also wanted to know if the furme and dust con-
trol systeas installed on our recommendation are efficient.

The following instances of service may be of interest to show hov the
work of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Coopany in the field of industrial
hygiene is accepted by management, employees and the Divisions of Industrial
Hygiene of the State Departaents of Health:

The Bates Manufacturing Cospeny of West Orange, K. J. requested a
survey of health conditions in their plant becsuse their grievance comaittee,
ngisting of representatives of mansgement and labor, wanted such a survey

made 1o use as a guide in iwproving conditions in the plant.

Mr. ¥, G. Basard, Director of the Industrial Eygiene Division of r
Depertmsent of Health of New Jersey was ordered by the War Production Board
to make an investigestion of the plant of the Johns-Menville Corporation at

NBanville on the basis that there were a nuadber of unhealthy working conditions
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in the plant accounting for a large labor turrover. Due to the fact that we

bave periodically been surveying tbis plant, Mr. Hazard asked thet we make

the survey. Our investigations indicated that the n,bnto-i- hazerd was
adequately ocontrolled and had been for a murber of yecrs. Mr. Hazard accept~
od our findings end made his report to the War Production Boerd. The case
was closed.

The Ruberocid Compary of Gloucester City, N. J. also asked for & survey
of their plant at the suggestion of Mr. Haserd end our findings were accept-
ed by the New Jersey State Depertment.

The Industrizl Hygiene Division of the Depertment of Heelth of Alebame
wes plemning to survey the iron ore mines of the Republic Steel Corporetion
ir Birminghar, Ali. and the Co-pany asked us to mske a check of concitione
prior to the state's study so thit they would have & clean bill of heelth.

Mr. Dyktor, Director of the Buresu of Industri:l Hygiene of the City
of Cleveland, Ohio .ade e visurl survey of the Corrigen-McKinney plant of the
Republic Steel Coryorstion. After learming thet the Metropolitan wes super-
vising the plant conditions affecting the health of the enployees, Mr. Dyktor
seid thet it would mot be necessary for his Depertrent to make & survey.

The Kational Certon Corpany of the Union Cerbide Corporstion ct Cleve-
land, Ohio asked the Netropolitan to corduct a survey of their Amelgex Mixing
and Drying Department st the time the State Depertrent was conducting an
iovestigetion of working conditions. However, the State Department did not
bhave the proper eguirvert nor the personnel to teke the tests an: the
Eetropoliten was aszed to corplete these studies.
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Representatives of both labor and management of the Eljer Cozpeny at

Ford City, Pa. requested the Metropolitan to make a survey of conditions in

the plant to determine the existence of any health hasards. Our findings
were acceptable to both factions.
Attached are copies of & few letters froa our policyholders testifying

to the value to them of these surveys.

ANALYSES
The atmospheric samples of dusts, fuves, and gases collected ia the

plants by our technicians necessitated making 2,499 separate analyses in the
laboratory.

BOME OFFICE SURVEYS
Our office has continued to be of assistence to a nurber of divisions

in the EHome Office, pertizularly the Hone Office Service Division and the

Medical Division, in inspecing unhealthful or dangerous conditiosns arising
taroughout the buildings. In this connection this office will mzke periodic

| sanitary end industrial hygiee inspections of the Commissary Division. The
inspection will include methods of preservation of food, refrigeration, food
handling and disposal, dishwashing, vermin control, and cleanliness generally.
Inspections will also include such work operations as paint spraying, lead

soldering, welding, and other operations where solvents and toxic materials are
employed throughout the building. Plumbing installations will be inspected
ocoasionally for violation of sanitary codes and regulations.

All chemical materials used by our Building Divisions will be analysed
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by our Laboratory and instructions given regarding their safe use.

IRAVEL CREDIT
The incidentsl expenses incurred by our field men for trevel and maintern-

snce while eonducting surveys cre cherged to the Group policybolders for which
these surveys are made. During 19545, our Group policyholcers were -illec for
suck cherges in the amount of $3962.00. The amount of money expended for
travel by the meszbers of this Section amounted to approximstely $4320.70.
Toerefore, precticelly c¢ll of the money spent for travel in surveying plante

wes returned to us by our Group policyholders.
SPECIiL JNQUIRIES
Over 300 requests were received from our policyholders and otrers for

sesistance sand inforsstion on industrial health subjects. These recuests are

received by msil as well as through conferences ana visits to the Home Office.

In addition to the old stand-bys for information on lesd poisoning and its

control, installation of s medical depertrment and physical examinations, a l

grest decl of interest is being shown regarding the bacterial control of air by'
radiztion and aerosols, all types of dermatitis, as for L.stance those cases
due to artificisl resins and plestics, cosl tar pitch, aniline dyes, and

sodius silicate. A prospect in upper New York State wanted information on the
prevention of dermatitis caused by red oil which is used in lubricating wool
preperstory to spinning. The OGroup Supervisor told us that our service was
irstrumental in closing the Group.

A large food Coupeny in Rochester, N. Y. wanted to know 4if there was a
beelth hezerd involved in the use of methyl bromide used to funigste box cars
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{ 4n which grain, flour and other products are shipped, &s it was necescary for
their eaployees to enter these cars.

Another policyholder wanted to know the toxi:ity, if any, of chlorincted !
phenols - methods of sefe handling and other precautions.

Another question which is being asked with increasing frejuency is the
effectiveness of the aluminum dust therapy in the treatment of silicosis.

Several questioas as to the effectiveness of odorizers and ozone have
been received.

Our Group polisyholders are again sending i . for interpretation X-reys
of the chests of their employees, now that our doctors have returned froa
service.

Questions having to do with all phases of medicine from all sources are

sent to Dr. Lanza's office. These cover a wide runge, i.e., cancer, heart

disease, coronary thrombosis, asthza and hay fever, nephritis, etc.

PUBLICATIONS
The revised edition of our booklet "Methods of Testing and Protecting

Eyesight in Industry® (formerly called "Punctions of an Industrial Eye

Clinic®) was distributed during the year and was reviewed in a nunber of
Journals. The booklet was very well received by our policyholders, health
organizations, optical companies, and others. A few of the many coaplimen-
tary letters received are attached.

CONFERENCES D' OFFICE
During the year, Dr. Lanza beld 45 conferences in the office with repre-
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sentatives of our Group policyholders, Group prospects brought to the office
by our Group Supervisors, and individuals from health organizations desiri-g

information.

YISITS 10 GROUPS

Dr. Lanza also made visits to the plants of ten of our policyholders
to discuss either their high Accident and Reelth claism experience, or thelr
oursing service probleams, industrial health hazards. Among policyholders
visited were the General Motors Corporation, P. R. Mallory Company, Peter
Cailler Kohler Swiss Chocolate Company, Collins-Aikmen Corporation, and the
Alexander Suith Carpet Compeny.

Dr. Lanza attended a conference on Asbestosis and Tuberculosis held
in Nontresl. He visited the Division of Industrial Hygiene of the Provinelal
Bealth Depercasnt of Ontario and interviewed the Minister and Deputy
Binisters of Health of Ontario. As a follow-up of the visits which Dr.
Fheatley made at Thetford Mines previously, Dr. Leansza visited the Division
of Industrisl Hygiene of the Provincial Health Department of Quedec and dis-
cussed the work of this Division and the situation in Thetford Mines. The
Mine operators have established an Industrial Health Cliniec in an endeavor
to reduce the mordidity and mortality due to Asbestosis and Tuberculosis.

MEETINGS AND ADDRESSES
During the year Dr. Lansa attended 65 meetings, at which he made 13

sddresses. The followsing are but a few of these:
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Atterdance et the annuel sessions of the Industriasl Hygiene Founde-
tion, at wkich he presided over the nedical sessions.

Attended the meeting of the New Englend Section of the Arericen Indus-
trial Eygiene Section of the Americen Industrisl Rygiene Associstion at
Boston and gave & short paper om the present status of pneumocoriosis.

Atterded the meeting of the Medicel Advirory Committee of the Urited
Stotes Chambder of Commerce.

Attended the meetings of the Council on Industrisl Heclth of the
Arericsn Medicel Associction.

Attended 2 meeting of the Comnittee on Physiccel Examinstions of the
Aoericen Medizel Associction with the Veteruns Placerert Cocxittee of the
Kar Nenpower Coxmission at Washirngtor., D. C.

Atterded and presided over the Regionsl Industriel Health Conference
at Chicego, Illinois.

Attended & Symposiux on Industrisl Medicine held at the New York Post
Graduste Nedicel school and spoke on "The Industrisl Physician's Responsi-
bility to Improve Industrisl Hygiene".

Geve an address before the St. Louls Medicel Society Sympoeiur on
Pneuroconiosis on the subject of "Recent Trerds and Developrents with Respect
to the Pneumoconioses®.

Lectured on silicosis to the Fourth Year medical students st the
Oniversity of Pittsdurgh.

Atterded » Symposiux on Pneuroconiosis beld in Montreal and geve a
short paper.

EXM 6

vwv )
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Addressed the Annusl Conference on Health Education et the New York

| Acadery of Medicire. The subject of the talk wes "The Opporturity of He:cltk

Bducztion in Industry®.

Dr. Lanss is & member of the follosing committees:

Mezber of the Council on Industriel Health; Cheirmen of the Cormittee
on Professioriel Relctions; Nember of the Editoriel Boarc, Occupetionsl
MNedicine of the American Medicel Associetion.

Chairman, Industricl Medicel Committee end mender of the Borrd of Trust-
ee's of the Industrirl Eygiene Foundction of Arerice.

Chairzen of the Industriel kedicel Subcommittee (Feslth Advisory Council)
of the U. £. Chamber of Coamercs.

Vice-Chairven of the Industricl Heelth and Medicine Advisory Committee,
Procuresent and Assignment Service of the Federcl Security Agency.

Neaver of the MWedical Board to advise The United States Employees'
| Coxpersetion Coemission on medical aspects of disebility cleirs.

Dr. MoConnell is & member of the following cotamittees:

Fellow of the Arerican Medical Associstion and the Arerican Pubtlic
Bealth Associction.

Mezber of the Section Council of the Division of Industrisl Rygiene of
the American Public Health Associstion.

Nember of the Scholarship Committee of the American Associestion of In-
dustricl Physiciens end Surgeons.

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, Annual Report of the Industrial Health Section (1945) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 11753 - Page 8 of 11 asbestosclaims.law/library/11753/8


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/11753/8

-

Member of the Committee on Ventilation of the Americen Public BHeslth
Associstion.

Nember-at-large of the Sectionel Committee on Ventiletion Code of the
Arericen Stanierds Associstion.

Member of the Sectional Committee on Exhaust systexs of the Americen
Standerds Associstion.

Official representative of the American Medicsl Associetion to serve
as & member of the Sectional Committee oo Bullding Code Requirements for
Ligkt and Ventilation of the American Standerds Associction.

Nesber of the Committee on Clirzete and Its Reletion to Air Condition-
ing Fundesentals and Member of ¢ Committee dealing with all resecrch activi-
ties involving the reletions of sir conditioning to workers in irndustry of
the American Society of Beatirg and Ventilsting Engineers.

Member of the Committee on Ventiletion and Atwospheric Pollution;
Nember of the Committee oo Standerd Methods for the Examinetion of the Air

of the Americen Public Heelth Associstionm.

Mesber of the Technicel Advisory Cormittee on Sensctions of Comfort
of the Anmericen Society of Heating and Ventilatirg Engineers.

Nember of the Committee on Biclogy of the American Society of Re-
frigercting Engineers.

Member of the Industrisl Relrstions Committee of the National Associs-
tion of Manufacturers

Nr. Fehrel is & membder of the Americen Industricl Rygiene Associction,

[)(H nn

v u J
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National orgenizstion and the Metropolitan Chepter; and a member of the
Arerican Public Beclth Associstion.
Kr. Petrick is a member of the Metropolitan Chapter of the American

Industrisl Rygiene Associetion.

LITERLITRE
Durirg the yeer, 8,390 copies of our booklets irn the Industriel Heclth

Series were sent on recuest.

Dr. NcConnell, who was gracted & leave of ebsence on August 27, 1942
to take charge of the Industrizl Hygiene Section of the Office, Chief of
Ordnence, Safety and Security Division of the United States Army, returned
to the office in November. His beadquarters were in Chicego and he repre-
sented the Surgeon Genertl of the ¥ar Department in the Ordnence Department
and traveled all over the country to plants msnufacturing, losding, hendlirg
and storirg explosives to investigate heelth hasards. He was promoted to the
rank of Colonel, M. C., A.U.E. in May 1945 and was swarded the Legion of
Nerit.

Dr. Lanze returned to the office on January 1, 1945 after & leave of
absence since March 1542 when he left to head up the Division of Occupetionel

¢ Heslth in the Preventive Nedicine Service of the Surgeon Gener:zl's office,
Wer Departasent. The Division maintained an Industrisl Hygiene Ladorstory
st.ich was located st the Johns Hopkins School of Rygiene in Beltimore end
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which made studies of illurinstion, ventilsation, and centrol of toxic fuzes in
Army opercted plints. The Division was also responsible for setting up the
Arzored Medical Research Laborstory loceted st Fort Knox which hed to do with

reseerch affectirg personnel attached to tanks.

Dr. Lanzs sivtained the rank of Colonel.

Another one of our staff to return from service is John J. Milesnick of
the Ladoratory. MNr. Filesnick entered the service on Januery 13, 19{3 and re-
turned Dececder 7, 1945. He wes attached to the Engireers and sew service on
Austrelis, New Quines, the Phillipires and Japen.

Captain John J. Perry of the Laborctory Staff is still in Service.

Personnel of
Industrisl Health Section

A. J. Lansa, M.D., Associeste Medicel Director
¥. J. PcComnell, M.D., Assistant Nedicel Director
J. Pu. Febnel, B. 8.

, oJa
SN .

Associate Medical Director

e

Aui tant Kedicel Director
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