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Dear llr. Brown: T

' We are very glad to offer such suggestions as
we have to help you formulate definite plens as outlired in
your letter of August 2l. :

© sl .

: As you can idppreciate, the matter of posting
notices throughout the factsry is one which should be very
carefully worded, and our ‘siggestion would be to post notices
merely informing employe §;§hat respirators are available at
the Supplies Department ?From the Storekeeper) and the manage-
ment requests the cooperation of the employee in wearing res-
pirators wherever dusty conditions existi. Possidbly you could
specify on this notice tlose operations in the plant where '
respirators should always be worn. As a further incentive to . -
get the employees to wear the respirators, we believe that
better results ocan be had by the Safety Director or the Super-
intendent or foreman, urging the use of the respirators at their
periodical safety mestings.. More pressure can be applied in
this manner than in a posted printed notices o

A .

With reference to Item 2 in your letter, most
manufacturing plants mai%tain a check system in connection
with the issuance of cerfain tools and supplies which =are to
be used during the day and returned to the storekeeper at the
end of the day's work. Imasmuch as we believe it advizable
for some one individual ¢to be held responsible for steriliz-
ing the respirators and keeping them in serviceable eondition,.
we would suggest that eaok’ respirator be identified by a dif-
ferent number, this numbe}’ to be stamped on the outside of -the -
metal container next to the face, By removing the filters
from the container end placing it over a round wooden bdlock,
the pumbers could be quickly applied with a metal stencil, or
--' metal die, and would no¥ be removed when the respirator 1s
.. sterilized. Then by providing each man with a small brass
4% o7 number check with a number corresponding to his respirator,
‘ this would insure a man getting the same respirator day after

k. = : -days - This same number could also be printed on the outside,n
e of the carton. If a pérmanent record is required showing f;?’
\;;;g_< that respirators were ;sgued to certain employees, the g
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storekeeper could be required to stamp the inside of the
carton cover with the date he issued each respirator, using
a rubber dating stamp. If you required the individual's
signature each time a respirator is issued to him, then of
gourse you would have to provide a special form for that
purposs, This paragraph alaso applies to your No. S.

As tovinspeotion, we believe the storekeeper or one of
his assistants should be required to sterilize the respirator
after each day's use, following the instructions printed on

the outside of each carton. We might also suggest that a
record of such inspection be maintained either on the inside

of the carton cover or on & special form provided for that
purposes ... e e ) -

Frankly, this is the first time we have been called uﬁon

4o offer such suggestions, as every plant usually has their
own individual method. We believe, however, that you should
have one man in each plant or department responsible for the
respirators, both as to issuance and mainteining them in ser-
viceable condition, and we further believe it would be an ad-
vantage possibly at some future date to have a permanent writ-
ten record of both inspections aftier each day's use of the
respirator and a record of each tims a respirator is issued to

an individual,

I hope the above {nformation will be of soms help. TYou
may find later, depending upon the procedure outlined for your
various plants that a more permanent metal container would be
advisables ¥e have available metal containers with hinged
sovers which will hold the respirator in the cardboard oarton.
These are sometimes used where the raspirator is required to
be carried in a tool-box or other places where the cardboard
carton would be badly damaged. These are ver substantial
metal boxes and in small quantities sell for 1.00. '

With kindest pérsonal rogards, I am

-_7-“§ . Yery truly yours,

MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY

J. B. Davies, lManager, .
Industrial Departmente.

JBD : MEM '
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