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QUEBEC ASBESTOS lv\1Nli'1.G ASSOCIATION 
SH GIIANDi-ALUi m 

TO: lllr. Michael J. Messel 
•r. R.S, Coleman ·-: _,_ __ _ 
lllr. Ill.Ill. Oughtred . 
llll', Ill, Donis 
lllr. J.R.11. Hutcheson 
lllr. Ill. Prus 

CC: lllr. I.C. Campbell 
lllr. A.H. Bagenstose 

. All attendants 

\Ye.·. w~ ,4.-t· 
rROIII: Paul-A. Filteau 

5UITl 110 

May 10th, 1973. 

SUSJCCT: Cl'. Irving Selikorr, guest 1peakar before the 
York-Toronto TB and RD A1aaciation end the 
Oapertment ar Preventive llledecine, University 
or Toronto - lllay 2nd end 3rd, 1973, 

0UUlC 4, OU!. 
, ..... _ 519-1161 

At the llledical Sciences Bldg., Univenity ar Toronto, Dr. I .J. 

Selikorr delivered on Play 2nd at 8:00 p. ■• en address an the 
"Health Hazards of Asbestos" and on the next day at 9:30 a. ■ • 

a lecture on the "(?idemialogical Aspects ar Asbestos Exposure". 
There••• an attendance or·sc■e 80 to 90 peo?le rcr the evening 
session and a class or around 60 people for the morning lecture. 
The names or the people related to the Canadian asbestos industry 
llha attended these meetings are sho•n on the attached list. Dr. 
R.~. morgen, Daoartment or Preventive Medicine, University or 

{ Tpl'onto, achd as chairman. 

As agr1ed at a special meeting or OAMA directors held en April 19 
in Montreal, publicity material was distributed at the entrance 
or the ~eating rooms, courtesy or the Association. The packegs 
inclu~ad a CO?Y or: 

1. A~bastcs and Yeur Heallh (blue raldar); 
2. R~port end Racor.i,;1n~ations or the Advisory 

Co:::.~ilt•• rollo~ing the lyon Conrwrenca: 

JH~.\ 00855 

-·-•,-.-------~-~...._.,_...._. ..... , _____________________ _ 
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Thi1 .. , rollo■ed by v■rious sp■ciric •••~Pl■• showing the 
hazardous nature or asbestos. Attention was thus subtly 
draan to th■ danger or using ta~cua po■dar, of ■■ ting sugar 
strained through asbestos, rice and chewing gu■ coated ■ith 
talc, drugs, baar and liquo: r11t1r1d through 1sb■st01, 
Nlring co■ ts aad■ of ■ sb■stos ■at■rial, using papiar-■ich• 
by childr■n ■nd asbestos paper in th■ cannon r ■nd■rin; by 
■n orchestra or the 1812 Ov■ rtur■, ■ tc. ■tc. All th■s■ 

instances t.c i■press on th■ eudianc■ th• pervasive nature 
or ■sb■stos ■nd tha generalizad contamination or th■ public 
at large, ragardlass or exposura. 

rinally, Dr. S■likorr appealad to th• collaboration or 
Ind~stry,. Covernment and l'lledical Research in an ■ rrort to 
find a solution to th■ esb■stos-haalth probl ■• so that 
•aociaty, which needs ■sbastoa, 110n't thro■ the baby out 
■1th the bath■■ t■ r", as he concluded. 

co-•nts_rrom_the_rloor 

•ithout diminishing Dr. Selikorr•s expertise, I. Sabourin 
pointed out ■■phatically th■ t a distinction ■ust b■ mad• 

b■t■een tha ■ xp ■ ri ■nca or the asbestos insulation ■orkars 
in U.S.A. and the 11b1sto1 •in• and ■ill sorkers in Canada 
and that so•■ or Dr. S1likorr•1 clai•• in his U.S. research 
studies ars not justified by medical data published in Cana~a. 
lloreover, improvement or in-plar.t dust control, it ■as empha­
sized, was initiat■d and pursu■d for ■ore than 35 ya■ rs. 

Or. Pelnar subfflitted that the Canadian asbestos exposure ■es 
to pure chrysotile, whereas insulation ■ark■ rs had baan 
exposed to a mixture or vario~s types or asbestos • 

. A 'union ortici ■ l, n■~•d St■■■rt, referred in s1n3ational 
ovartQn•s to, chat he clained, a lack of cn~po:~tiar. on the 
part of tha cmpl~y•r at th• P~rt Ur.ion ol~nt. 

JHM 00857 

~::x:c:::n:i.1:m = 
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Dr, J.C. Cowl ■ simoly asked Dr, Salik0rr to conrirm his 
position s~ggasting that paoola do not incur asbestosis unless 
occupationally exposed, and the~ lung can=•~ occurs nora often 
in people cith asbestosis, Dr. Selikorr generally agreed. 

B) Eoi~emiolooical •soects or Asb,stos Exoosur, 

In ■ -clas~rco• atmosphere, Or. Selikorr delivered a technical 
lecture with• professorial touch, again making an abundant 
us■ or slides. 

Rererring to the approach and ■athod in conducting an 
epidemiological study, Dr. Salikorr insisted repeatedly on 
thraa essential conditions, na■aly: 

a) adequacy or ■ample (large cohort or-workers);. 
b) locating and examining all •••bars, if possibler 
c) assessing all circumstances, such as onset and 

duration or exposure, datailad occupational 
history, smoking habits, ate. 

This was aoma■hat in contrast with his o■n approach in his 
remarks or the previous avaning, whan, rro• rando■ and ortan 
rationalized axamplas and circumstances, ha repeatedly dra■ 
broad inferences and spaculativa predictions regarding parsons 
having bean occupationally axpoaad to asbaatos •• ■all as 
regards exposure to minute aaounta or asbastcs in co■aunity 
air••• hazard to the general public. 

Again by means or a series (slide prasentatior.) or tables, 
X-ray changes and views or lung sections, D:. Selikorr pointed 
out end ccnclu=ed that radiolcgi:al avid•nc• ar esb1stcsis 
and lung cancar e~?•~:ed frequently in individual• exami~ad 
more than 20 ye2:s r:a~ on:et at axposu:e end l••s tr1quently 
!n i~divi~u~!i~rtc: !e~; th~n 2C Y•~r• ur •x~~~u~e. Ha ~ls~ 

,/ 
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showed very vividly the multiplicative eff2ct of asbestos 

exposure and cigarette smoking, pointing out that no case of 
lung cancer had been found among the non-srnoking·asbestos 

insulation workers. 

Or. Selikoff's lecture took most of the time allotted for 

-=r"'i~ 

the s~~sion, which left only a few minutes for techni~al (sic)_ 

questions to be posed. Or. Selikofr, we were told, had to 
catch a plane shortly after his talk. 

On the whole, it would seem that Dr. Selikoff came out on top, 
but that the position and the differing experience of the 
Cariadian asbestos industry were clearly asserted and possibly 
with a mitigating effect on some of Dr. Selikoff's allegations. ti 
Obviously the ideal confrontation would be with a qualified 
medical person with equal speaking ability and willing to 

present the industry point of view. 

6~//~ 
~//.'/~· 

Paul-A. F"ilteau. 
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LIST or PART!C!PA~TS 

ON BEHALF" or 

THE CANADIAN ASBESTOS INDUSTRY 

Messrs.: Andral !J•guin • Dr. Roland Cuy 

Jack B•rry J.R.M. Hutcheson 

S.K. Brigha!" K. V; Lindell 

Ph. Casgrain r:.P. Loub,•rt 

J.D. Christian T.S. Patt arson 

._reel Dorais Or • P •. Pelnar 

Jean ~palral L.C. Piuze 

P.A. ruteau I, Sabourin 

M.A. Coaselin r •. J. Solon 

•••••••• ~ ••••• * ••••• 
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