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FROM: Paul-A. Filteau

SUBJECT: Or. Irving Selikoff, quest speaker before the
York-Toronto T8 and RD Association and the

Dapartment of Preventive Medecine, University
of Toronto - May 2nd and 3rd, 1973,

At the Medical Sciences Bldg., University of Toronto, or. I.J.
Selikoff delivered on May 2nd at 8:00 p.m. an address on the
"Health Hazards of Asbestos” and on the next day at 9:30 s.m.

a lecturse on the "Epidemiclogical Aspects of Asbestos Exposure”.
There was an attendancs of some 80 to 90 pesople Por the evening
session and a clasa of arcund 60 people for the morning lectuce.
The names of the people related to the Canadian asbestos industiry
who sttended thase meetings srs shown on the attached list. Or.
R.W. Morgan, Dzpartment of Preventive Madicine, University of
Tpronto, acted as chairman.

oy

As zgreed at a sp;cial meeting of QAMA directors held on April 19

in Fontreal, publicity material was distributed at tha entrance

of the meeting rooms, courtesy of the Association. The package

inclucdad 2 copy of: .

1. hsbestcs and Yeur Health (blua foldar);

2. Ryport a2nd Recom=encations of the Advisory
Comnittas folloming the Lyon Confsrencs;
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(/-t © * This mas followed by various specific exacples showing ths

- hazardous nature of asbestos. Attention was thus subtly
drauwn to the danger of using talcua powdar, of eating sugar
strained through ssbestos, rice snd chewing gus coated with
talc, drugs, baer and liquor filtered through asbestscs,
wesring coats made of asbestes meterisl, using papisr-midchsé
by children and asbestos psper in the cannon rendering by
an orchestra of the 1812 Overture, etc. etc. All these
instances to impress on the zudiences the pervasive nature
of asbsstos and the generalized contamination of the public
at large, regardless of exposure. :

Finally, Dr. Selikoff appealed to ths collabaration of
Indﬁstry, Government and Medical Ressarch in an effort to
find 3 solution to the ssbestos-hsalth problam so that
"society, which needs asbestos, won't throw ths baby cut
nith the bathwatl;“. as he concluded.

Comments_from_the floor

Without diminishing Dr. Selikoff's expertise, I, Sabourin
pointsd out emphatically that a distinction muat be mede
betwesn ths experience of the asbestos insulation workers

in U.S.A. and the asbestos mine snd mill workers in Canada
and that some of Or. Selikoff's claies in his U.S. ressarch
studies ars not justified by medical data published in Cana”a.
Moreover, improvement of in-plant dust control, it was emphz-
A sized, wos initisted and pursued for more then 35 yesars.

Or. Pelnar submitted thet the Canadian ssbastaos sxposure wmes
to purs chrysotile, wharess insulation workers had basn
exposed to o mixture of various typas of asbestos.

.A'union official, nomad Stewart, referred in ssniational
ovartonas to, what he clainac, a lsck of caoopezatiar on the
pzrt of tha ceplayer at the Part Union olant.
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h * Or, J.E. Cowle simply asked Dr. Selikoff to confirm his

positicn suggesting that paople do not Lncur asbestosis unless v//
occupationally exposed, and that lung cancsr occurs more often

in people with asbestosis. Dr. Selikoff gererslly agreed.

8) Eoicericlogicel Ascects of Asbestos Exggosure

In s-clasaroom a2tmssphare, Or. Selikof! deliversd a technical
lecture with s profeasaorial touch, sgain making an sbundant
use of slidss. ’

Referring to the spproach and methad in conducting ‘an
epidemiclogical study, Dr. Selikoff insisted repeatedly on
three essantizal conditions, namely:

a) adequacy of sample (large cohort of warksrs);

b) locating and examining all members, L{f possible;

c) sssessing all circuastances, such as onset and
durstion of exposurs, detailed occupstional
history, smoking habits, stc,

This was somewhat in contrast with his cwn spproach in his
remarks of the previcus evening, when, from random and often
rationalized examples snd circumstances, he repesatedly dres
broad inferences and speculative predictions regercding parsons

{ . having baen occupationally sxpcosed to esbestos as well as
regards exposure to minute aacunts of asbestos in cosounity
@ir ss e hazard to the general public. )

Again by means of a3 series (slida prassntatior) of tables,
X-ray changes encd visss of lung ssctions, Or. Selikeff paintad
out and cenclu<ed thet radiolcgizal evidanca of zsbastcsis

and lung cancar zppazted fregquently in inZivicuals examinad
mote than 20 years fros onset of axposuce and less fraguentl

1e

ess than 20 yiedrs ol ax)r3ute. He 2180
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showed very vividly the multiplicative effact of ashestos
exposure and cigarette smoking, pointing out that no case of
lung cancer had been found among the non-smoking asbestos

insulation workers.

Dr. Selikoff's lecture took most of the time allotted for

the session, which left only a few minutes for technical (sic)
questions to be posed. Or. Selikoff, we were told, had to
catch a plane shortly after his talk.

On the wﬁole, it would seem that DOr. Selikoff came out on top,
but that the position and the differing experience of the
Caradian asbestos industry were clearly asserted and possibly
with a mitigating effect on some of DOr. Selikoff's allegations. v
Obviously the ideal confrontation would be with a qualified
wedical person with equal speaking ability and willing to

present the industry point of view.

DN

Paul-A, Filteau.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

ON BEHALF OF

JHE CANADIAN ASBESTOS INDUSTRY

Messrs.: André Beguin-” Dr. Rolsnd Guy

Jack Berry J.R.M. Hutcheson
S.K. 8righam K.V. Lindell
Ph. Casgrsin C.P. Loubert
J.0. Christiasn T.S. Patterson
Barcel Oorais Or. P. Pelnar
Jean Dupdré L.C. Piuze )
P.A. Filtesu I. Sabourin

( : . #.A. Gosselin F.J. Selen
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