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ﬁhmm’g wes st the invitation of
Mr. Ivan Sabourin, C.R., secretary of the ucers Associstion of the

Frovince of Quebec, that we scoompanied Mr. Wa, Peboel, cheaist of the detropoliten
Life Insurance Co., who hed coms at the request of the different aining companies
to make dust surveys in their respective plants.

The officisls of the Coapany we @et were Mr. Sherry, general manager, Mr, MoCaw,
persconel manager, Mr. Mdolson, engineer of the textile plant.

This concern operates a aine for the production of ssbestos and also an &sbestos
textile plant. Our survey took plece only in the textile plant leaving the work
{n the mine and the mill for a later date, Seven sir samples wore talken, of which
one was broken in transit. The M.S.A. Midget Inpinger was used to collect these
saaples. The rate of our sanpling was o.1 of & cu.ft. per minute. The concentra-
tions obtained on these samples were as followss

Sesple _lecation Concentration

(4]

i Near carding sachine broken
2 Break-band weaving 36,300,000
3 Cannon spinning machine 16,620,000
5 4 : Spooling No. 1=2-3-4 16,180,000
5 Spinning (Cannon) (Nos.2.3) 1,600,000
& . 6 Spooling Nos. 5-6- 5,530,000
17 Weaving on mexzanine 7+ 520,000

! | / These saaples were taken in the vicinity of the various machines mentioned above,
/ thus giving e concentration of the gereral atmosphere, rather than the air breatsd
by the operators at goch machins. .

Consideriuy thet 5.000,000 pert.clee pe~ cu.ft. is the maxioum allowable concentra-
tion for shis ty,s =f Ziee, 2% is eviuent that sose improvesents are necessary to

bring onditions down to this limit,

Actually the mschines such as woaving, cerding are provided with hoods, but it was
spperent it “he exbsusts sere operating efficiently. Ve have been infcraed by
Mr. Sherry, ygoeral manaper of the Coxmpeny, thot a new exhsust system was being
inetal)~* s to improve this situstion. It would also certainly help to improve
ecnditions if better housskeeping was orgenized., A vacuun cleaning machine could
could be used very efficiently for tlhie. The operators of the spinnine uacLine

clean their floor with ordi nary brooms; this also should be done by vacuum,
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It would be well to atudy the feasibility of instelling exhaust hoods over thLese
spinning machines.

From this it is possible to recomsend the followingie

a) Laprove housekeseping in the cextile departuent. The use of a vecuus
cleaning machine is suggested., This would eliminaste the use of the brooa.

b) Increase the exhaust cepacity on the hoods, already installed over
some of the machines.

¢) Install exhaust hoods on the machines not provided with any.

It was underastood with Mr., Sherry that we could repeat this work when the new
exhaust will be instelled. ™ will take this opportunity to make s survey

in the asbestos mill operated by the same Coapany to obtain en idea of tlLe
conditions prevailing in thst part of the plant,

Sarto R. Plamondon,

Industrial Fygiene Engineer
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