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Nerbert Dorton Bell 

. ASEESTOSIS DEFENSZ TASK PORCR . 

Tou have asked me to elaborate on the conntitution and concept of - 
the proposed task force. My prosent thipking is that we stould have 
the follueing momborss 

(3) A dighly compotont and exporienced Yodersl trial lawyor n!oraEI" v;gh' Ty oaicugvo'&c‘i;roéfl Ta pulBosAry — sm 'I{'!T_!T"-a vy 
L3 

Preliainary inquiry as to the identity and possible availability of 
such & lavyer sbould now be initinted. liowever, until further litie 
gation dovelops it might be premature to maxke agy Cofinite arrsngsd- 
ment. Yor tho tims veing, with respect to the Tooplait litigation 
209 popding in Texas, we bave prevalled upos Travelcrs to procure & 
lawyer to aid MNr. Pate, lHr. John Q. Tucker. He ia Gl years of azo, 
& graduate of fMarvard law School, aad A partoer in tho largest fira 
ia Deaumoat, Orcsain, Dell & Tuckor, Mr. Tucker is rogarded by 
Travelers a3 thc city's best "dricf man” and bas avallable to Lim the 
services of junior attorneys to provide the can forcerequisite to 
prepare extensive lecal briefs. lnsscuch as this particular case will 
probably ave to be won on legal points upoa appeal, lr. Tucker would 
appear to fulfill cur noeds. 

Travelers has suggested to »e the possibility of utilizinz ir. Loroy 
Yandeveer (w50, as you know, is our lawyer in the Bracdshaw asbestosis 
litigation ia Michigan) a3 the ovarall attorsey ia the asbestosis 
cases., Saile iy, Vandoveor is indoed an expericnced trial lawyer I 

“have serivus rosorvations a3 to his acting ia such a capacity bocause 
of his acvanced age, among other rossons. ’ . 

L M a 1itiod and recornized medical ex on the discase 
o ab ” . 

Obviously, the use of Dr. Wright suggests itself. The qguestion is 
whether ho will be sufficiontly available, The point is that for the 

to be effective all of tho menbors (with one c=ception discuse 
sed dalow) will hsve to be availablo to travel around the country to 
meet with our various local defense counsel. This will te ticc.cede 
suming, ¥hilo initinlly we may bo ablo to got by by utiliziag C. L. * 
Bheckler ia cunjunction with Dr, ¥right, I do pot think that thio will 
stand up ao a foauiblo working arrsngoment 1f any ajgntficant nunber 
of ¢ases sliculd dovelop. Accordingly, I suggost tnat wo rcquost 
Pr. ¥right to givo us tho nano of some othor qualificd physician that 
we might Le able to smploy oa a consulting coatract bauis, if the pood 
arises, That is, we should be in 2 position topre-cupt & given auabdber 
of days of such physician'’s time por month, if and whon necessary. 
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At the prosont time C. L. Shockler would arpesr to be our oversll 
. agdestosia expert., It is ipperative that ho Le available for edulie 

tiooal (and possidly testimonial) purposes. If his functios inm the 
task force is to be adequately porformed his rospoa3ibility im thas 
ares must do ssaignoc first priority. 

(4) A person fres our Insulation Divisten sho $CABCT RIOW 
Y6uie 07 the 8500a3t00 JDBUIATION ahduwtry BAU O OUF 
nsulation produc Des, including tho ,.cDuraa Covolical 

WA C=uD OF 8.Ca Prowuctii, 

R. A, Stapleton would be the san hore. Illowevor, it in contosplatod 
that whoro sutficiently exporienced and knowledzeable local gpeoplo 
are availadle (district sapagers, contract unit zparasers, salczmon, 
eta.) wa 3hall utilize thes with reapect to any litization pending 
in the locality of their responsibilition. It would be Er, Staploton's 
functions to secure optisus cooperation from thesc people. r. Stapleton 
would pot travel with the task forse excopt whore adequate 1ccal pore 
sonnel were pot availadle, althouzh his sorvices may bo roquired 
Zrom time to time a3 & witness. The Division has iacicated its will. 
ingness to maxe Mr. Stapleton swvalilable in such capacity uatil such 
tine as this work would interfere too greatly with Lio othor dutica, 
At which tine it will be Decessary to Consicer Son0 Otucr arranse- 
ment, 

(3) A memder of the J-} Leeal Dopartment to act as liaiscs 
and coorainator. 

You bave indicatod that the writer should continue in tdis respoasi. 
bility. In that ovent, inasouch a3 post of these cascs will protadly 
be tried in the Federal Courts, I rocozpend that the writcr talo a 
coursoe in Yedoral Court Trial Procodure. Such a two-sezcster course 
is presently availapie at pigat at New York University lav Sciool, 
Graduate Division, at a cost of $150 per semoster, 

A sorious offort should bo male to coordinatc tho cfforta of our task 
force with tho correcponding activitios of other manulacturcrs in 
the industry who also axe dofendants in thcse cascs. It may do that 
in time a singlo ovorall comaittee vill prove dcesirable. 

I thin:: tuat the tas: force (with the cxcopiion of tiue ocutside lawyer 
described in (1) adbove) shculd be formally instituted imnodistely. 
The basic concopt is that tho task force will bo availallc to ceet 
with local attorneys for the purpose of cducating and guidiag tic= 
4n thoso cascs, As cxperienco im the dofonne of thodzo casca is 
gained, thio cumulative koowlodgo will bo mado availahle to our 
various trial counvel., The tasl: forcoe will gathcr irnforamation goge 
erally unsful tn our dofoiuie, tncluding tho nauog of witnooaos, 
espert or vihurviuve, buot guitod tu toutify in our bohalf. 
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The basic expenses of this progras, other than the otvicus travel 
costs, will te the fces of the outside lawyer asd pedical expert, 
Yaile such expensgs will not be tosignificant they would &ppesr 
aardly substantial in terms of our poteatial oversll exposure. 

R. R, Stasdel, Jr. 
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