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Dre ¥e Jo JeConnell, Asstt. Meddical Dircector,
Industrisl Benlth Section,
Netrop2litin Life Insurance OJ.,
New Yoris Ol=y.

My dezz Dr. !HMiCommall:

S T SURITST:  Asbestos Dust at North Chorleston Plant.
- _ AS you lmow, eur pisnt st Uorth Charleston, as v=ll
’ P)
- ‘. as the othur Divisions, have bein working wilh jour Compeay Ior
& aong tlae in the. asquirlag &2 iadermuliczn, ccaical w23 other-
s wise, regocding Asbusvus fuct hazales o=¢ Asbesioclse
~ oo . el

] - " we havo had a pumber of sults, us you oTG Srare,
e ' for which you i.7e csslatid Ul TS prepare, aad ut t.lxepz.:.st toial,

. your ir. Funiel pesuitisé. We 2oTE Qupellzi on Jyous 3’?:;393:."3 i
prescnt curuzil 4ngroraation thet our z2ticlmcy, L5 u‘.:.a.:m’:_ -t: tchell,
of Caariu.ton, Se C., tuoslzed, ird we wert at noginpdstill to
kros vhat to do wngé Caxiy oh vite thuso suits, for I cgoin sey we
hed dapenfed on Fuur Cunpunyts 55332000, :1:;;':1;;'!' -:.t were
very ruch usget L.t waLE wac S, Jullean TuRsIRs -:.;.-.ue .
couid not sapect any CLLTY esesaistonce fron your duporizieni, ole
to orders you had raceived froi your taperiors.

Ve {mmedi:tely wandued o huve you tall oves the
situstion with ir. altcheld, o 3% = z% he could &9, &£m% xhen
they got 1a tuauil Willh wd TR Guiel THLT I thougnt =L _:_u.:gecz‘:i-
ing ir. Fubned, L toid sliom Lecmoly that Lt lonukc to =ns ss L
that was tae obly thlag wu coudd 33, if we ncro g3ing LS nave the
help ol Nr. fehacel In these crtlculzzly izgortant coses. -..: porte?
Yook occ to you that thiz supaoenz uis served, tut roally there
e nothing elss for us 9 v, -né L coule not sus 2Ny o;hcr vay
out updur the cirowistances, aster S« ditsncl had poizntce -::'.13
what it m:3 soing to acan to hilan to havs Ur, g.:-h..c‘. tacre. I’-a

't hope you will tuza this into ¢snmsigsritlico "‘m,."'"‘,“".""' the eseict~
ancs of Mre Feiiuel wlli Bu gived U3 very cneerfuilye
2]

L
\.,( I can recoyniza the positi:n 3f the lpsuranses co==
- “ pany 1la tesiilying in ordinsry cases of this =ind, but:. s 1 S3&
it, these particuliv cases of ours st C‘a&r}..o.:tqn really cose into
) 1 a different category.
arydfie
r

ol "ﬂ*" (hA, te carried Coomensatiun and Eenlti Insur:r.’:‘.g\e‘ ;i‘:!;
|7 T %) g t ud at Ch2 -
RWFi our Coarany vhen these suits wore fivset Lo :).ug,. a3 at Cnezles=
T \t {on,.. unn.‘ of coursu, unuer the Folicies, we welu not covered _ gzins

\ desmage saits for Asvosiwasise R i 'lm§§7
L7
foa)
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T The Metronolitan Insurance Co., nor no other insurzrce
company in the United States, hnd any data thut was worth very
much on Asbestos [ust or Asbustosis, =rd naturczlly your Conpany
wanted hewlth statistics and informntion vrugeréing Asbestos luat
on the lungs, Our Company was more thon willing to coonerate with
you, ané me tlco induced Johns-¥anville tn co.-peratc, :na your
Company stzrtcd with z Dust Survey of » mmber of the 2cbestos
plants. Vhen your zpsropriation for tnis wora faa Gii, ySu recuest-
ed thst 1t te earrice on unt'l a new cppronriaticn wouad ou secured
by your Compeny, and we did so. Later on, we hirec 2 nan, ir. Bincer,
ts Worx under your control,. tut at the expenss of Johns-danviile and
oursclves. ’ :
B

Twie z1l led us to telieve that under the conditiona, we
would bave vaur assist.new in trying thesc unfuir suits, which would
eventzilly b2 a2 bonefit to you, «rd slso have cunsiaurcble bearing
on the Lus% rzz<et, abdut =hizh so Much nas been gublished luately.
T feal an L2 7our Comoany hes rot taker into consigerction ail those
various Lfactors whon turning doen our recuest for ire. Fennells pres-
ence at th: trisle in Umeriezvuen lp. Fehnel being the oaly awn who
hes becn foliowing wne details n¥ tre Asbastas [ust through ail its
varicua rasiflcaiicne. )

' Naterally, 4 we eoulf have foreseen tha atiitude the
Matropolitun Insurance Co.fs Menisal Departmiont wuld take at this
late datz, ¢ »oula nave nired o spesislici sad he would have had
all the 6.ts wnich FouT Comnuny now NiSg k¢ «85 JoU KOOW, We have
spunt largc swne t2 meiks the Chardeston Plant an ideal one, with
your assisiunce, : _ ..

-

L ¢o pot beliove that by ¥r,. PFshrel testiiying at Char-

" leston, it will cciablish ¢ proceccnt, as it is hardly likely you

will 2ave tals tyne of case come ur agtin {or suny yearz, and I am -
also corisin At is very nuestionable if you will gec the ceme

azount of rssistones from any twe commanies tnat you have beun get—
ting from Johms-ianville nne oursclves, and moreover, 1t was our
intention £a druvw in other usbestos comeanies in tnis survey =s
goon 2¢ the time wzes pight to bring tnea i, enc this would nean a

 tromerdons assunt of intormuticn om Aczbestos Dust wnd Asbestosis in

the possc:sicn of the Xetrepoisitza Insursnce Co., wno would Le tae
only oncs in the Unitcd States, SO far as we know, having this in-
forantion. , _

T huve been trying tn get in touch with my frierd, Mr.
James Z. Xzvasnagh, Viece Preczicent of the Hetropolitun Insurnace
Co., to endoavor to have him make an appointuent sitn dr. keker,
your Presicint, o I con g0 over chis aatter with nim very cure-
fully =nd thorsuzhlre, snc 4L hope to Le zule to Go so next Tuesday.
Orforsunaszly, I shall be awny the lavter part of tiilis weck.

Very truly yours,
SG=G.
* President
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