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Bridgepost, Corn. 
Octobsr 13, 1335 

Pre %K. J. JeConnell, Asstt. Medical Dircctor 
Industrisl Health Scetion, ? 
Netropalitin Life Insursmce Co., 
Hew Yoris CLl=y. _ 

My dezz Dr, HiCommalls 
ar “ e sy LRSI Asbeatos Dust et North Cheorleston Plant. 

A you luowr, our p‘n’.ani; st Uorth Charleston, 3s vr=zll 
' as the othur Divisions, have beon torsing with your Compaay Sor 

& aong tize in thae. asquiring <2 iaformutlicn, mcolcal wnd athul- 
wise, regoccinyg Asbusvvs fuct hasmlos ¢ Ashertovlse ‘ 

- %e havo had o pumber 2L gults, us 7O 2TC OGFArE, 
for which you a7 csafalil Ul IS Prepaly, nd ot the last trial, 
your Hr. fuhtisl Desiifitc. % 20Tt Gopanizs on youT fompany <o 
present curuoin inrorastion thot our zttesmey, Y. sudlin dischell, 
of Chariu.ton, Se C., coized, ird wo wore at n ssnndstill o 
krow vhut to do wné carry ob sita thoze suits, for L agsmin sey vwe 
hed doponfed on yuur Conpuny!s s333ctinis,. Mo bapellr, we WETE 
very ruch uzged L.ZU waLE wacw Fa, Jutrerds supsIues Lkub we 
couid not esapect any cuurt ssaistonce fron your deportiend, cue 
to orders you had raceived Irow your taperiors. 

Ye {mmeil:tely wanded Lo huve you tall oveis the 
situstion with dr. aitchell, %o 3ie zhus re cowld oo, £ns shen 
they got 1a Luuwil Witk ud e caatl Thot I othoughit of sugjouno- 
ing ir. Fehteh, L toid tica fromvily that L lonid te ne 38 £ 
that was Lae ubdy thdsg @i eould &2, if we morn going to hove the 
help ol Mr. Fehoel In these curtlcaiazly izpgortant CLoes. L ome 
Yook occ to you that this suppounz us served, Lut roally there 
ses nothing elss for us L9 Qu, -né I coale not guw any other vay 
out updur the clrouisitances, aster Sl Litencll had jointce sut 
what it m:3 soing to aean to hila to havs ite, Folmol tacree L 23 
hope you will tuza thls into comsidarutica and Thus the zssicst— 
ancs of Mr. Feiiuel wlii Bu gived U3 very cneeriuilye 

T can recofnisa the paosition af the insuranse €o3= 
pany Lo tesiilying in ordincsy caces of this =ind, but =5 I sze 
it, these particuliv cases of ours at Cmarlcston really coce inzo 

- ofll{(h‘fl‘ Te carried Coosensatiun ond Health Insur:nce with 
4 

{ 
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o P - oan . Ce les- 
our Coarany vhen these suits wore first Lrought ud at Char - 

{on,.. unn.‘ of coursu, unuer the soliciass, e welu not cavered agzinst 
desmage saits for Asvosiasise . 
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. \Dre . Jo.KeComnell. 2. - 10/19/35 
. . 

T The Metrspolitan Insurance Co., nor no other insurcrnce 
company in the United States, had any data that was worth very 
much on Asbestos [ust or Acbustosis, =nd naturzlly your Coanany 
wanted heilth stetistics and informntion rugeréing Asbestos luat 
on the lungs, Our Cozpany was more thon willing to coonerate with 
you, ané we tlco induced Johns-¥anville ia ca-peratc, sna your 
Company stzrtcd with z Dust Survey of 2 mmver orf the 2rtbustos 
plants., Vhen your cpsropriation for tnis wora fas Ui, voU recuest- 
ed thst 1t te earrice on unt 'l a new cppronriaticn couid Ju secured 
by your Company, &nd we did soc. Latsr on, we hire¢ 2 nan, ir. Bincer, 
ts worx under your control, but at the expenss of Johns-danviile and 
oursclves. : ' 

Twie =1l lod us to telieve that under the conditions, ve 
would tave yaur assistanew in trying thesc unfair suits, which would 
eventzilly b2 2 bonefit to you, «rd salso have cunsicurcble bearing 
on the Lus4 rz:=get, abdut shizn $v mMuch nas been gublished luately. 
T feal an &2 your Company hes rot taker into eoinsiacercction ail those 
various Lactors whon turning dorn our recuest for dr. Fennells pres- 
ence at th: trisls ‘n Umeriesuen, ir. FTehnel being the oaly awn who 
hes becn foliowing wne detailg o tno Asbestas Dust through all its 
varicus ramificaiione. ) 

' Naterally, if we eoulf have foresecn the atiltude the 
Matropnliitun Insurance Uo.fs Mesisal Departuont would take at this 
late datz, =& »oula have nired o spesislisi sad he would have had 
all the 6.tz wmnish Four Comnuny now nns, apd 5 youl KOow, we have 
spunt largc suns t2 meiks the Chardescon Plant an ideal one, with 
your assistulice, . .. 

- 

L ¢o pot bellove that by ¥r. Fshrel testiiying at Char- 
" leston, it will cciablish ¢ procedcnt, as it is hardly likely you 

=, ] 
will %xve tnls tyvue of case come ug ugein {or suny years, and I an - 
also coriein it is very questionable if you will gec the ceme 
amount of nssistones fiom any twe comranies that you have beun get— 
ting from Johms-lanville nne oursclives, and moreover, 1t was our 
intention =2 druy in other usbestos companies in this survey es 
goon 2 the time wze pight to bring tnea Lo, wnc this would mean a 

tromendons ssount of intormsticn dm Asbestos Lust wnd Asbestosis in 
the possc:sicn of the Ketrepoiitza Insurance Co., wno wouid Le tae 
only oncs in the Unitcd States, SO far as we know, having this in- 
Lorantion. . _ 

T huve besn *trying ta get in touch with my frierd, Mr. 
James Z. Xzvanagh, Viece Jreczicent of the Hetropsiitun Insurnace 
Co., t0 endoavor to have him make an agpointuent sitn dr. Eeker, 
your Presicint, o I con g0 over chis catter with nim very cure- 
fully =nd thorsushlr, snc 4L hope to te zule to Go so next Tuesday. 
Onforsunntzly, I shall be away the latter part of tiils weck. 

Very truly yours, 

S0=G. 

¢ President 
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