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gr. Vandiver Brown,
ohns -Manville Sales Corporation ; o

22 B. Furtieth Strest, ¢ INST=»
New York 16, NMew Yurk. S N

Dear Mr. Erown:

Last week I had o lengthy visit with Mp. Bowditch
here, at which time I had the Oppurtunity to discuss with him the
meiter of the test conducted by Dr. Gardner in the interest of
asbestosis and the menufecturers of #sbestos textiles who provided
shc necessery funds. I mentioned that we hsgd not had a finel report
from Dr. Gardner @lthough 1t had been pPromised quite some time 8go.

e I apoke of an sppropriation for the Bullding Fund
Dr. Gerdner is interested in and Suggested that the Asbestos Textile
people would likely be more interested and &enerous if the report
from Dr. Gariner mi ht be forthcoming.

Mr. Bowditech indicated we might be disappointed 1in
Dr. Gerdner's report and suggested that he might be reluctant, as g
sclentist, to go so far &8s to say what his preliminery repurt
indicated, the e invisible dust was not ous even thougn his
test and his P » &t least to

I suggested to Mr. Bowditeh that Dr, Gardner could
conscientiously state, and without feer of contradiction, that the
test conducted over a period of five or six jears, or longer, gave no
evidence of permsnent injury, or words to that effect. ¥r, Eowditeh
was reluctent to speak for « Gardner but he seemed to egree that such
& statement from Dr. Gardner would not be out of order.

It 1s my understanding, from whet Mr. Bowditech stated,
that you were quite perturbed, or should I Ssay displeased, because
Dr. Gardner would not go on record to that end, and I feel you were
Justified. It seems to me useless to 80 to the expense of conducting
uch extended and costly test experiments if when we get through no
one 1is guing to be able tu accouunt for the results achieved, ani I
think we should urge Dr. Gerdner, in making his finel report, to state
definitely what his experiments were and what results wene achieved.
It 1s my understanding that no one has gone 8o far as we did, through

Dr. Gardner's Laaorotory, to prove the effects of fsvestos dust, enqg
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since many ductors without the experience to prove their statements

- definitely have made the claim that it is the invisible dust that
causes asbestusis that Dr. Gerdner's report would do much to offset
the damaging effects these unsupported statements have made.

It would do mueh good at the present time if Industry
could publicize these experiences. In our case, st North Brookfield,
it would help to overcome the advantage our reighboring manufecturers
have in procuring certain clesses of labor. While our record st
North bBrookfield is definitely gcod, end while sll of our old help is
unafraid, new help we would like to obtein is sometimes infiuenced by
fear of dust promoted by our neighboring menufacturers.

I have not seen Dr. Gerdner's preliminary report since
ou first sent 1t tu us some time 830, but I recell an objectional
statement wherein Dr. Gardner refe the poussib "OrTEN%ar.,

was atement was “Toteiret—urd
hed no place in Dr. Gardner's final report. I imagine you would find

the same objection thet I make, and since our group's countect with
Dr. Gardner has been through you I have said nothing to YUr. Gardner
about it knowing you will take proper action.

I am sending you s copy of Dr. Gardner's letter o:
April 15th. While it 1s not encouraging it offers some hope. Iy
feeling 1s thet if Dr, Gerdner is the only une who cen write up his

report we would be in pretty bad shape if anything should happen to
Dr. Gardner.

Nothing in this letter is intended to suggest that you
should teke any sctivn in our behalf that you do not approve of for

your own company's interest, but rather to give you sll of the informe-
tion thet I have through my vilmmmEWrﬂf“‘
may-E WOorth to you.
: With kind perscnal regards.
Very truly zgfrn,
ASBESTUS ILE CUMPANY, IN, —

o ¢ S
YIEUL LA, Ly

President

TLG:FP
Encle.
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